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HERE I AM, LORD, SEND ME

Upcoming Events
Art & Soul
Monday & Thursday 
Weekly 9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Brightmoor Free Store
Saturday weekly 10:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m.

Focus Hope Food Delivery
March 11, May 13, July 15, 

StreeThreads at NOAH
February 13, April 17, June 12

Hunger Ministry Empty Bowls Dinner
March 1

Cass - Empty Bowls for Detroit
Bowl Painting - February 9 - Birmingham First
Empty Bowls for Detroit - March 3 at 

Eastern Market

Brightmoor
Funny for a Change Comedy Night Fundraiser
March 19

Art & Soul
7th Annual Studio Open House & Art Sale 
March 30

Cass Family Work Day/Spring Clean-up 
May 6

Upcoming Mission Trips
Cuba: March 24-April 1, 2017
Haiti: April 20-29, 2017
Henderson: June 25-July 1, 2017

Delivering Good Cheer
Angel Tree

By Kirsten Layer

For more information about Angel Tree,
please contact Kirsten Layer at  layerbunch@gmail.com

Angel Tree 2016,  a program that 
provides Christmas gifts with the 
message of Jesus Christ to children in 
our area who have a mom, dad, or both 
in prison, was a great success thanks 
to the congregation, many volunteers 
and donors. We delivered 750 gifts to 
305 Angels and 136 of their siblings. 
We also delivered 150 food bags to 135 
families in need. 33 busy volunteers 

made deliveries to families in Pontiac, 
Detroit, and Southfield. Our Angel 
families received gifts, food and 
Christmas cheer. We even delivered 
to a “late” Angel family on Christmas 
Eve. There was much joy! Please look 
for information on Angel Tree 2017 in 
the fall. 
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Windows to the Soul
Art & Soul
By  Susan Greenhalgh

It all started with twelve very old and 
very heavy wooden windows donated 
earlier in the year to Art & Soul. Not 
one to ever refuse a donation, they 
were graciously accepted. But what 
to do with them? Certainly there was 
potential for painting and decorating 
them, but the creative forces of the 
volunteers and artists of Art & Soul 
decided they should be symbolic of the 
portals into a person’s soul, and that’s 
just what they came to symbolize. 

All fall the artists at Art & Soul were 
working on art pieces that expressed 
their creative insight into who they 
once were and who they’ve become. 
The windows were the inspiration 
for an exhibit at the Swords into 
Plowshares Peace Gallery at Central 
UMC in Detroit from January 12-16, 
2017, entitled “Windows to the Soul.” 

It’s so easy to pass a homeless or 
disadvantaged person on the street 
and not think twice about what their 

dreams are. What their hopes are. How 
creative they may be. What beauty lies 
in their souls. 

The artists at Art & Soul took those 
untapped feelings and dreams and 
expressed them beautifully through 
painting, clay, glazing, abstract art, 
fiber art, mask making and weaving. 
When guests entered the gallery, 
they first saw enlarged photos of the 
artists in various stages of the creative 
process. Then as the guests entered 
the main gallery, they saw the old, 
marred, unadorned windows but 
looking beyond they saw the spirit 
filled lifetime of hopes and dreams 
expressed in beautiful, vibrant art.

Eight large, gilded frames had also been 
donated to Art & Soul and the artists 

utilized them by creating weaving 
looms out of them. In a collaborative 
effort the artists used fabric, yarn, 
ribbon, feathers, bits of nature and 
other discarded items to create 
visual unexpected masterpieces. 
There was also an empty framed 

“It’s so easy to 
pass a homeless or 
disadvantaged person 
on the street and not 
think twice about what 
their dreams are. What 
their hopes are. How 
creative they may be. 
What beauty lies in 
their souls.”
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loom that guests could add to create 
a community piece, “Weaving a 
Community Together.” With each 
strand, guests were adding their 
love and support for the Art & Soul 
artists and our Detroit community. 

Art & Soul is pleased to announce 
that the weaving project will be 
entered into Art Prize in Grand 
Rapids this fall. The other artwork 
from this exhibit will be available for 
sale at our 7th Annual Studio Open 
House & Art Sale on Thursday, 
March 30 from 4-6 p.m. 

Now, what to do with the windows? 
How will the metamorphosis of the 
windows be expressed by the artists? 
As one of the artists exclaimed, “Art 
& Soul is about passion and growth.” 
Come check out that journey at Art 
& Soul any Monday or Thursday 
from noon-3:00 p.m. at our studio 
on the 5th floor of Central UMC. 
The creative level is infectious!

Save the Date!

7th Annual Studio Open 
House & Art Sale 

Thursday, March 30
4-6 p.m. For more information about our Art 

& Soul ministry, please contact 
Susan Greenhalgh at 

sbgreenhalgh@gmail.com
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The Coloring Lady
By Jan Albert and Jean McKeehan
Redford Brightmoor Initiative 

For more information on 
Redford Brightmoor Initiative, 
please contact Mary Pickett at 

DetroitBrightmoor@gmail.com

“ I want to talk with 
them, get to know them, 
and let Christ’s love 
shine through me.” 

Jan Albert

Are you wondering how you can 
support others? Are you feeling 
passionate about doing something but 
don’t know how or what to do?  The 
following story is an example of one 
person who found a unique niche 
that is making a positive impact on 
children’s and adults’ lives through 
Redford Brightmoor Initiative. Meet 
“The Coloring Lady,” a.k.a. Jan Albert.

Jan says, “Something in Laurie Haller’s 
sermon one Sunday gave me the idea 
to start this ministry. She was saying 
that we all have something we can do 
to serve others. The idea of bringing 
adult coloring books to Brightmoor 
just came to me at the moment. There 
were several reasons this seemed like 
a good idea to me. I had been working 
at Brightmoor for a while but hadn’t 
been able to get to know anyone. It 
didn’t feel natural to me to just sit 
down next to someone and say, ‘So, 
what’s going on in your life?’” Jan’s 
expectation was that sitting around 
a table and coloring with those who 
came would result in spontaneous 
conversations getting started. And 
that’s what happened.  

Originally, she pictured that this 
coloring ministry would focus 
primarily on adults, but, over time, it 
has evolved into a multigenerational 
activity. Jan enjoys encouraging 
creativity and giving positive strokes 
to all participants. In addition, in 

talking with the women who are 
coloring, Jan is connecting with them 
and subsequently learning about their 
needs and concerns. As a result of her 
involvement, she has branched out 
into helping with other events at RBI. 
Jan especially enjoys the children who 
come each week to color. “One little 
girl, Jamyah, always wants to sit by me. 
That warms my heart. Her brother, 
Jaden, is often nearby. I feel privileged 
to be able to show all of these kids love 
and encouragement.”

“The Coloring Lady” is an example of 
a person who had a strong desire to 

serve and came up with an idea that 
has become a positive influence in the 
lives of others. She says, “I feel like 
bringing the coloring books to RBI 
each Saturday shows that I care. I want 
to talk with them, get to know them, 
and let Christ’s love shine through me.”  
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Upcoming Brightmoor
Special Event

Funny for a Change 
Comedy Night Fundraiser 

Sunday, March 19

Regular Programs
Furniture & Appliance Giveaway 

Friday, 1/27 
Brightmoor Free Store

Every Saturday 
9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Redford Food  4 U

Last Saturday of the month 
8:30 - 11 a.m.

Redford Open Door Free Store 
First Thursday of the Month 

5:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Third Saturday of the  month 

8:30 - 11:00 a.m.

The Holiday Store at the Baldwin 
Center in Pontiac serves more than 
240 families. It is for Pontiac families 
with at least one child under the age of 
eighteen. Pre-registration is required 
and this information is shared with 
other local human service agencies to 
insure that duplicate services are not 
offered so that as many families with 
need may be served. There is no charge 
to the family.  

One adult member of each family 
shops by appointment with a volunteer 
escort. All gifts are new. Each member 
of the family receives a coat or outfit, 
undergarments, and at least one item 
that is not clothing. There are games 
and toys for the children. The store 
is set up in five rooms, one each for 
younger boys, younger girls, teenage 
boys and men, teenage girls and 
women, and very young children.

Once again Mary Jane Russell 
organized Merry Mates social group 

efforts to support this program. First 
there was a gift collection drive. 
Almost 100 clothing items were 
donated by members of Merry Mates 
and additional items came from 
other members of the congregation. 
Second, on Saturday, December 17, 
a group of fourteen recruited from 
Merry Mates staffed a four hour shift 
at the store. They either hosted one 
of the five rooms, keeping it stocked 
and organized, or led the family 
member from room to room, helping 
with selections using the supplied 
form listing family member names, 
gender and ages. This is a rewarding 
activity that lets the volunteers meet 
some of the neediest in our society 
and to understand that they are 
not all the same. Some may display 
their thankfulness to God and to the 
Baldwin Center openly; others may 
be far more reserved. What they all 
have in common is their need for 
help.

Shopping for the Holidays
Baldwin Center

By Bob Everson

For more information on the 
Baldwin Center, contact 

Bob Everson at reverso@sbcglobal.net
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Who Might Need Hearing Aides?
By Kathy Nauer
South Oakland Shelter (SOS)

Robert was just one of the shelter 
guests who was greeted by our South 
Oakland Shelter (S.O.S.) reception 
team on Birmingham First’s first 
evening of hosting homeless men, 
women, and children during our 
shelter week in August. Walking up to 
one of our volunteers, he said, “I can’t 
hear, my hearing aides have broken.” 
Then told that we would do our best 
to help him, he responded, “No, I’m 
not asking you for new hearing aides, I 
just want you to know that I can’t hear 
you. I can read lips, but I need to see 
your mouth in order to understand 
anything you say. I’m not worried 
about the hearing aides at all. God will 
provide.”

Less than thirty minutes later, a 
member of our congregation stopped 
into the church for a reason unrelated 
to the shelter program – she was 
dropping off medical equipment to be 
donated. Upon being greeted by that 
same shelter volunteer, she mentioned 
that, due to her mother’s passing, she 
was dropping off medical equipment 
before leaving on vacation. She then 
asked, “Do you know anyone who 
might need hearing aides?”

The stunned volunteer sought out 
Robert and told him that new hearing 
aides would be made available to him. 
She expected him to be as astonished 
as she had been! Instead, Robert just 
smiled and said, “I told you it would 
work out, God provides.”  

Within thirty days, Robert had 
newly-tuned hearing aides, thanks 
to the donation of the hearing aides, 
donated time provided by a kind-
hearted audiologist at Beaumont, and 
a member donation. He soon exited 
the shelter, and continues to reside in 
his own apartment while working for a 
carpet company in the area.  

An encouraging reminder that God 
continues to work through us and in 
unexpected ways.       

For more information on our South 
Oakland Shelter ministry, please contact  

Page Gorman — 248-739-6263  
or Kathy Nauer — 248-646-6143
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Beautiful Gardens Wanted!
By Jay Shell

Birmingham in the Garden

In July we will hold our sixth annual 
garden tour for missions. Each year an 
average of 200 garden enthusiasts have 
toured a total of 25 of the area’s finest 
landscapes. Proceeds are used to help 
send church youth on international 
mission trips. So far we have helped 
to send four youth to Costa Rica. 
Our next youth mission scholarship 
opportunities are targeted for Cuba in 
2018. These trips for our youth prove 
to be life changing. I have watched our 
Costa Rica youth missionaries blossom 
in their faith, confidence, and outreach.

In addition to purchasing tickets to 
attend the tour, we ask that you tell 
your friends and neighbors. This 
event is a perfect way to introduce 
non-members to Birmingham First.  
In fact, this year’s tour will include 
the lovely grounds of our church 

For more information on 
Birmingham in the Garden, 

please contact  
Jay Shell at jay.shell@gmail.com

Proceeds help 
youth participate 
in life-changing 

international 
mission trips.

gardens. Another way to help is 
to recruit future gardens for the 
tour. Members of the congregation 
who have a beautiful garden to 
share are most encouraged, as 
fellow church members really enjoy 
spending time in gardens of those 
in the congregation. But we always 
feature non-member gardens too, so 
forward any interested gardens for 
future tours to Jay Shell at jay.shell@
gmail.com.  

Thank you and see you In The 
Garden!
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Tiny Homes and Christmas Store
By Karla Bole
Cass Community Social Services

We hope you each were surrounded by 
those you love on Christmas. For Cass, 
the Christmas spirit was alive and 
on full display at the 9th annual Cass 
Christmas Store. Your generosity, time 
and efforts allowed 600+ children and 
their parents and grandparents to have 
a wonderful Christmas.

Many of you donated new toys or 
clothing, provided the gift wrapping 
bags, boots, donations for our large 
coat purchase, did the last minute day 
of and day before shopping for us, 
set-up the store or provided shopping 
support to the shoppers. Hugs and 
tears of appreciation were abundant. 

The Cass Warming shelter has 
moved from Cass Church to the Cass 
Campus on Woodrow Wilson. This 
allows the homeless a warm place to 
stay, a home cooked meal and a nice 
shower. Through the gift of Missions 
we were able to provide them with 
two truckloads of much needed items 
- coffee, toilet paper, diapers, hand 
warmers, lotion/bodywash, feminine 
hygiene products, and much more!

Tiny Homes are back on schedule. All 
delays and city issues are behind us 
and the builders are working hard!

We hosted another wonderful 
Christmas Party for our Cass moms 
and their children - over 70 attended! 
All enjoyed a pizza dinner and photo 
with Santa and then headed to the CLC 
for cookie decorating, arts and crafts, 
games, carols and presents! We had 
wonderful volunteers donating both 
their time and gifts to give. Thank you 
very much.

Empty Bowls for Detroit is coming up 
on March 3 at Shed 5 Eastern Market. 
We will be painting bowls in Fellowship 
Hall on February 9 from 6-8 p.m. The 
bowls will be handed out at this event 
as a reminder that somebody’s bowl is 
empty. Please join us for a fun night. 
Email karla.bole@yahoo.com if you 
want to attend.

For more information about 
Cass Community Social Services, 

contact Karla Bole at  
karla.bole@yahoo.com
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HAVEN and NOAH
StreeThreads

By Kirsten Layer

StreeThreads is going through 
some changes in 2017. Co-chair Jan 
Peabody-Kratt has left the leadership 
after many years of service. We are 
truly grateful for her leadership 
during the last few years. We finished 
our monthly commitment to serve 
dinner at HAVEN once a month in 
December. We are sad to put the 

HAVEN ministry on hold but have 
no leadership for this ministry at 
the moment. We will serve NOAH 
and have 5 dates selected in 2017. 
We provide and serve 400 lunches 
and hand out socks, underwear and 
toiletries. The first date is February 
13. If you are interested donating 
sandwiches, cookies or fruit, 

For more information about 
StreeThreads, contact 

Kirsten Layer at layerbunch@gmail.com 
or Cathy Glisky at cglisky@gmail.com

assembling sandwiches or serving 
downtown, please sign up at the 
missions kiosk on Sundays or email 
the leadership team. 

StreeThreads is welcoming Cathy 
Glisky as new co-chair.
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Making An Impact
Middle School Missions
By Pastor Lindsey Hall

During the month of November 
at Middle School Youth Group, 
the students focused on mission 
and serving others. The students 
participated in a variety of mission 
projects creating Blessing Bags, 
organizing Thanksgiving Dinner 
Baskets for Brightmoor with 
Children’s Ministry, and baking 

For more information 
on our Middle School Missions, 

contact, Petrina Hone at 
phone@fumcbirmingham.org.

cookies for South Oakland Shelter 
guests staying at our Berkley Campus.  
During their November lock-in, the 
middle school youth packed 250 sack 
lunches and baked cookies for guests 
at the Baldwin Center. Middle School 
students at Birmingham First love 
serving in mission and helping others! 
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For more information on our 
High School Missions, 
contact Beth Torrey at 

btorrey@fumcbirmingham.org

High School Ministries continued in 
the fall to work toward their $4000 
2016 fundraising goal for FEED their 
mission to feed the body and spirit 
of the people of Zimbabwe. They did 
a successful pop can drive, enjoyed a 
fun night out for a pizza dinner and 
playing in the park afterwards! The 
high schoolers also started to work 
with Crowdrise to create their own 
individualized online fundraising 
pages. The exciting news came in 
December that the FEED financial 
goal for 2016 was reached thanks to 
some generous donations and support 
from the congregation. Much more to 
come in 2017!

Service-Minded Youth
High School Missions

By Beth Torrey

In October a group of 20 high school 
students and five adults joined groups 
for Hands for Detroit. They braved 
the weather to work at Brightmoor on 
cleaning up the grounds and roofing 
a building that will be used to store 
goods for the Brightmoor fruit orchard.    

November’s mission was working with 
the Bottomless Toy Chest to help wrap 
gifts for pediatric cancer patients. The 
kids had so much fun wrapping gifts, 
eating Christmas cookies and learning 
more about this worthwhile mission!

In December the high school students 
went to Cass to help shoppers at the 
Cass Christmas Store. They helped 
organize and set up the shop, helped 
shoppers pick their items, and also 
helped clean up at the end of the night.

Overall it was a wonderful, productive 
close to 2016! We are blessed with so 
many talented, kind, thoughtful and 
service-minded high school students 
here at Birmingham First!
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Turkey, Treats and Wrapping Kits
Children and Families Ministry

On October 1 eleven 4th and 5th 
graders with parents helped to sort 
and box up food donations at the 
Brightmoor Community Center.

4th and 5th graders (with some parent 
assistance) made a hot lunch for 100 
people and served it in November at 
the Brightmoor Free Store. Our next 
mission opportunity to serve a hot 
lunch at the Free Store is Saturday, 
February 11.

Our local summer mission trip will be 
July 16-20 in which 3rd, 4th and 5th 
graders will serve the Cass, Central 
UMC and Brightmoor communities 
in the morning and experience 
Detroit positively in the afternoon.

In October, 49 babies, preschoolers, 
elementary children and their parents 
made a trick-or-treating visit to the 
Brookdale Senior Living Community. 
We paraded in our costumes, passed 

By Kim Bowyer

out treats to the seniors, and brought 
lots of smiles and love to the residents. 
In December, ten families shared 
Christmas cookies and sang carols 
with residents of Baldwin House 
in Birmingham. It was a wonderful 
way to spread the spirit and joy of 
Christmas with our Birmingham First 
Kids. Our next visit is February 13 to 
Maple Village.

On the Friday before Thanksgiving 
122 Thanksgiving turkey baskets were 
delivered to the Redford Aldersgate 
Brightmoor Campus. Thanks to the 
many families at Birmingham First 
who donated money so whole turkeys, 
bags of non-perishable foods, and pies 
could be purchased. The Middle School 
ministry shopped for food and the 
SPARK children bagged the food.

14



Donations for 100 Cass Christmas 
Wrapping Kits where collected 
and organized into kits that enable 
homeless parents to wrap gifts from 
the Cass Christmas Store for their 
children.

For more information on our 
Children and Families Ministry 

Missions, contact Kim Bowyer at 
kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org or 

Chaundra Burkett at 
cburkett@fumcbirmingham.org

Upcoming Events

Cass Family Work Day is 
Saturday, May 6. Families with 
elementary children are invited 
to join us in the morning to 
plant flowers, lay down mulch 
and assist keeping the Cass 
Community properties beautiful!

Our local summer mission trip 
will be July 16-20 for 3rd, 4th and 
5th graders. 
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Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? 
And who will go for us?” And I said,

“Here I Am, Lord... Send Me”

Our Purpose: To gather, nurture and equip disciples 
of Christ for ministry and mission in the world.

1589 West Maple Road
Birmingham, MI 48009

248-646-1200
fumcbirmingham.org

2820 12 Mile Road Berkley, 
MI  48072

248-399-3698 
berkleyfirst.org

Missions Ministries, Co-Leaders
Paul and Jackie Keller, 248-535-4441 

Laura Dickerson, 248-539-1925

For more information on any of our Missions Ministries, please contact: 

The projects in this newsletter 
and many more are supported 
by your generous contributions 
to the Partners in Mission 
fund. Please consider making 
a donation today by filling out 
a deposit envelope at church 
or going to our website and 
choosing Partners in Mission.

Our Missions Ministry 
equips disciples of 
Christ to share God’s 
love through gifts 
and service, creating 
hope and sustainable 
opportunities for those 
in need.

09/13/1924 - 08/10/2016
Lorraine Farrier Enright (91) was 
born in 1924 in Michigan. She 
married Kenneth Enright in 1945 
and graduated from Asbury College 
in 1947 with a B.A. in Philosophy 
and Religion. 
Lorraine and her husband, Kenneth 
(deceased 2006), moved to the 
Belgian Congo in 1950 serving in 
various missionary capacities.  

In Loving Memory of 

Lorraine Enright 
Zambia Mission – Kafakumba Founder

Lorraine’s focus was ministry with 
women and children. She started 
a ministry to over 500 children in 
the villages of Zambia called “God’s 
Kids” and continued attending up 
until the day before she passed 
away.  
Lorraine passed away at 
Kafakumba Training Center in 
Zambia, Africa.  
Lorraine’s passion in life was to 
teach young children about the 
love of Jesus. Birmingham First’s 
Zambia Mission team efforts will 
continue to support Lorraine’s 
passion in her memory and honor.

Jay R. Shell, Zambia Mission Chair
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