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He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 

seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, 

but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the 

birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” He told them another 

parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in 

with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 

 

  

Did you hear about it? Were you a part of the ripple effect? Two weeks before Brittany and 

Jeremy Peck were married on September 26, Brittany called her father in a panic. She wasn’t 

sure which father should walk her down the aisle. You see, twenty-one-year old Brittany loved 

both her father and her step-father, who had been a part of her life since she was eleven.   

 

Unfortunately, the relationship between both fathers had been strained since the beginning. They 

didn’t get along and barely tolerated each other, but Brittany adored both men. Her biological 

father told her not to worry about it.   

  

The wedding took place outside on the groom’s mother’s property in Elyria, Ohio. Brittany’s 

mother and step-father, Candy and Todd Cendrowski, were seated near the outdoor altar before 

the service. Right before the wedding was to begin, Brittany’s father, Todd Bachman, who was 

to walk her down the aisle, suddenly stopped the procession and walked down the aisle himself.   

Later Cendrowski said, “Todd Bachman came up to me and said, ‘Hey, you had just as much a 

part of this as I did. You’re going to come and help me walk our daughter down the aisle.’”  

Hand in hand, the two fathers, the two Todds, went back to get Brittany. Then, arm in arm, they 

gave their daughter the wedding she always dreamed of.
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But that’s not all. Photographer Delia Blackburn’s wedding photos, including one of both men 

walking back to the start of the procession, with Todd Bachman’s determined look and tears in 

Todd Cendrowski’s eyes, were posted on social media the day after the wedding and 

immediately went viral. As of October 10, the photos had been viewed more than 64 million 

times.     

 

The ripple effect: a spreading effect or series of consequences caused by a single action or event.  

Have you ever seen a drop of water make ripples? Have you ever thrown a stone into a pond or 

observed the wake of a motorboat? Have you ever planted a seed in the ground and watched it 
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grow into a flower, tomato or pumpkin? Have you ever mixed yeast into flour dough and 

watched it rise? A single action almost invariably has a spreading effect, sometimes positive, 

sometimes negative. The ripple effect all depends on that drop of water; it all depends on the 

seed and the leaven, right?   

  

Today we call it going viral. “Going viral” is used in reference to an Internet image, video or link 

that spreads rapidly through a segment of the population or around the world by electronic mail 

and social networking sites. If you can get something to go viral on the web, the result is lots of 

exposure in a small amount of time without a whole lot of effort. 

 

There’s also a lot of information out there about how to make something go viral. In social 

media, you’ve got to do something that’s never been done before or excites people or touches 

their hearts. And when a picture or a story does tug at your heartstrings, there’s a ripple effect, 

and you want to share it with someone else. How many of the lives of the million people who 

have seen the photo of Todd Bachman and Todd Cendrowski holding hands have perhaps been 

transformed themselves because of the humility and reconciliation they witnessed? 

  

There is a ripple effect in our world that can change lives, but it’s not always good. Have you 

looked at your teenager’s magazines lately? Have you listened to their music, watched their TV 

shows or played their video games? Do you monitor their presence on social media?   

 

Are you aware of how big-time sports can distort our perception of what is truly important in 

life? Many of you saw the game a week ago yesterday. Up two points, with ten seconds on the 

clock, the University of Michigan was about to hand Michigan State its first defeat of the season.  

Then the unthinkable happened. Punter Blake O’Neill fumbled the snap, and it was snatched up 

by Michigan State’s Jalen Watts-Jackson, who ran 38 yards into the end zone for a touchdown.  

Absolutely stunning. My first thought was, “I am so sorry for this young man. He played an 

awesome game. Mistakes happen to all of us, but not on national TV.” 

 

Then the ripple effect started. Unfortunately, college football is big business to some, to others 

it’s a god and to others it’s school spirit distorted. Twenty-two-year-old O’Neill received hurtful, 

spiteful and vicious comments on social media, including death threats, which prompted Interim 

Athletic Director Jim Hackett to send an email to various constituencies, not just the University 

of Michigan community. Football’s just a game. Right? It’s just entertainment. 

  

There’s a ripple effect in our country, and it’s not all good. Have you heard about the copycat 

effect? It’s the tendency of widespread publicity about sensational murders or suicides to result 

in more of the same through imitation. There’s also the ripple effect of alcohol, drug and sexual 

abuse that can persist through generations.    

   

There is a ripple effect in our country, and it’s not all good. Our youth today are under enormous 

pressure to achieve from the time they’re little kids. To get into a good college or graduate 

school today, you almost have to hire someone to help you do your applications because you 

have to be able find a job where you can earn a lot of money and buy stuff. It’s our patriotic duty 

to buy what we don’t need. Otherwise, our whole economic system might collapse.   
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I, too, have been influenced by this negative ripple effect. When our son, Garth, was a freshman 

at the University of Michigan, he was in the engineering school. We always thought he’d be an 

engineer, but after the first year, his heart just wasn’t in it. He wanted to study Roman history 

and Greek pottery and go on archaeological digs. I admit, early on I asked the typical parent 

question, “Garth, you can earn a good living as an engineer. What are you going to do with an 

archaeology degree?” And Garth replied, “Mom, I don’t care about being rich. I just want to love 

what I do.” Shame on me. Maybe you’ve asked that question, too. 

 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his 

field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown, it is the greatest of shrubs and 

becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” In the time of 

Jesus, trees were signs of a kingdom and birds were symbols of God’s oppressed people. God’s 

kingdom may seem small, invisible and lowly, like a seed, with little impact. But it will grow to 

become a life-sustaining tree as God’s rule is established on the earth, and all of God’s people 

will be fed and nourished. 

  

Jesus also said that the kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed with three 

measures of flour until all of it was leavened. This parable is surprising in its positive use of 

yeast, which, in Jewish tradition, was considered contaminating and corrupting. In this 

illustration, the yeast symbolizes God’s kingdom, which is hidden and secretive and which will 

infiltrate and contaminate Rome’s cultural norms of hierarchy, patriarchy and injustice. Three 

measures of flour is fifty pounds. It’s a huge batch of dough. But just a little bit of yeast, working 

silently and unexpectedly, will bring about an extravagant supply of bread.   

  

God calls you and me to demonstrate the positive ripple effect of seeds growing. But as yeast, we 

are also called to counterbalance the negative ripple effect of powers that oppress or dehumanize.  

Make no mistake: there is tremendous power in the negative ripple effect, but there is even more 

power in the positive ripple effect because that power is the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus calls 

you and me to be both seed and leaven, to plant seeds of love and caring that will contribute to 

the improvement of this world as well as speak words of caution that the true measure of success 

is not how many people serve us but how many people we serve.    

 

There is a positive ripple effect here at First Church, and it’s very welcoming. Why are you 

here today? Chances are someone invited you at some point: a friend, a neighbor, a relative, a 

work colleague. When you share with other people your faith and the gratitude you feel about 

being a part of this congregation, it has a ripple effect, doesn’t it? They begin to think, “I’m 

missing something in my life. I want what they have. Maybe I’ll try First Church, too.” Your 

faith is contagious and multiplies faith in others! When is the last time you invited someone to 

church? 

 

There is a ripple effect at First Church, and it’s outward reaching. Do you know that First 

Church has an amazing ministry in Haiti? Nancy Smith, our Missions co-chair, was in Jeremie, 

Haiti in September. After visiting the jail in Jeremie, she decided something needed to be done to 

alleviate the suffering of the 258 men and 12 women who are imprisoned there and sleep directly 

on cement floors. Nancy asked the warden what his greatest need is, and he said foam 

mattresses. Sixty-five foam mattresses would cover all of the floors for rotational sleep.  
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So Nancy issued a plea on Facebook for $1,950 to buy sixty-five mattresses at $30 each. She 

needed the money in thirty days. The response was phenomenal! Nancy raised more than $6,000, 

with the extra money used for personal items such as soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, bleach and 

surgical masks for those with TB. The sixty-five mattresses were purchased in the capitol of Port 

Au Prince, tied onto a truck and driven eight grueling hours to Jeremie.   

  

There’s a ripple effect at First Church, and it’s life-changing. Do you know how many youth 

have gone into ministry from First Church over the past thirty years? It’s amazing! Matt Hook, 

Beth Horace, Todd Query, Jeff Taylor, Ken Schoon, Sarah Moore, Scott Chrostek, Ben Bower, 

Cora Glass, Allen Bower and Kathleen Perry. Forgive me if I’ve missed anyone. And this list 

doesn’t even include all the Duke interns whose ministries we have influenced. Wow!   

 

This week Cora Glass wrote to me, “I would never be preparing to graduate from Garrett 

Seminary and pursue ordination as a deacon in The United Methodist Church without the 

influence of First Church. My youth pastors mentored me in faith and gave me opportunities to 

be a leader within the First Church community. The invitations I received to be a part of the 

Hunger Ministry Committee, serve as a small group leader, teach a Sunday school class, 

volunteer at Cass Community Social Services, help at Choir Camp and serve as a liturgist helped 

foster my call to ministry.”   

 

The nurture and spiritual formation of children and youth is clearly one of our core values here at 

First Church. Just think how faith has been multiplied many times over in the lives of these 

pastors and pastors to be. And just imagine the ripple effect of their ministries over the years.    

 

There’s a ripple effect at First Church, and I see it in your generosity. The cumulative effect 

of our gifts, however great or small, has grown exponentially over the years to care for the 

physical and spiritual needs of our world. It all starts with a seed growing secretly, doesn’t it? It 

all starts with leaven that works mysteriously to produce a loaf of bread, doesn’t it? 

 

How many of you volunteered at the Rummage Sale this past week? How many of you donated 

rummage? How many of you bought rummage? How many of you told someone else about the 

Rummage Sale? How do you like my Rummage Sale clothes? I am very grateful to all those who 

attempt to upgrade my wardrobe every six months! Have you ever thought about the positive 

ripple effects of our Rummage Sale? 

 

 We get to clean out our homes and get rid of our extra stuff by offering it to others 

instead of putting it in the landfill. Ripple effect. 

 We get to have fun buying other people’s stuff, thereby saving the money we might 

otherwise spend for clothes and donating it to mission. Ripple effect. 

 We offer a well-paying, six-day job to an amazing group of men and women who help 

with the heavy lifting. Ripple effect.  

 On Thursday afternoon, we invite various non-profit agencies and missions to take 

clothes and other items they need for their ministries. Some of that clothing is sent across 

the globe. Ripple effect. 

 We price items cheaply enough so that everyone can find bargains. Plus on Friday 

morning, Bag Day, people can stuff whatever they can into a bag for $10. Ripple effect. 
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 Dozens of volunteers work hard but also get to make new friends and have great fun in 

the process. People become a part of First Church because of the Rummage Sale. Ripple 

effect. 

 And to top it all off, we’ve grossed over $100,000 in each of the last three Rummage 

Sale. We don’t have the results yet from last week. After expenses, the United Methodist 

Women give every penny to mission.   

 

Big, giant, positive ripple effect! Everything builds on what has come before. Faith and love are 

meant to be multiplied. Once we see what is possible, God gives us the courage to move out in 

faith, persistence, and confidence. Yes, we’re going to have challenges and setbacks along the 

way. But when we choose to be generous, when we choose to be a seed, when we choose to be 

leaven, it literally showers blessings all over the world. 

 

In just a few minutes, you and I will have the opportunity to become part of one of the greatest 

multiplication feats and ripple effects possible. As we come forward bringing our Estimate of 

Giving cards, we are prayerfully promising to give our very best financial support to the dozens 

of ministries here at First Church that transform lives across the globe.   

 

Why do we make that promise? Because God created you and me to love deeply, share our faith 

extravagantly and give generously. It’s in our DNA. Every single gift is important, and every 

single gift is necessary to enable these ministries to make a difference in our world.  

 

As you come forward, I also hope that you’ll pray about how God is calling you to go viral with 

your faith. For whenever you live out your call, whenever you place a gift in the offering plate, 

you are causing a positive ripple effect. All it takes to change the world is one person with a 

dream, one middle or high school youth group with passion, one choir with a spark of love, one 

Bible study touched by the Holy Spirit, one congregation giving itself away, one body of Christ 

choosing to multiple faith at home and around the world. Will you be the seed and the leaven?  

Will you be the spark that gets the fire of the Holy Spirit going? 
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