
April 26, 2015 

  
 

 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your gentleness be 

known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

 

This is the Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

This morning we continue with week three of our sermon series, Revival: Living the Methodist 

Way. For the next several weeks in worship we are learning about our Wesleyan heritage from 

the Wesley brothers who began the Methodist Movement, John and Charles Wesley.  

 

To make our Wesley sermon series a little fun, we are encouraging you to participate in the “Flat 

John and Charles Wesley” project. If you haven’t already received a “Flat John or Charles 

Wesley” make sure and stop by the main office. Then capture a picture with Flat John or Charles 

engaged in an act of devotion or mercy. Perhaps your act of devotion will be worshipping, 

reading Scripture, praying, or taking communion. Or maybe your act of mercy will be serving 

others, engaging in mission, or showing compassion and justice. The Rummage Sale begins 

today, so maybe there will be some pictures of the Wesley brothers at the Rummage Sale, 

engaged in mission!  

 

After you’ve taken a picture with Flat John or Charles, email it to Sheila Smith in the Children’s 

Ministry office by May 24th. A slide show of pictures will be played in Fellowship Hall the 

following Sunday. Our children and youth are participating in the project through Sunday school. 

We hope that our adults will participate, too! Pastor Laurie took her Flat John and Charles to the 

Boston Marathon to capture a picture! So be creative and have fun capturing a picture with the 

Wesley brothers. 

 

If you were in worship last week, you heard a bit about John Wesley’s childhood and early 

family life. If you missed worship last week, I will get you up to speed. If you were with us in 

worship, a few things will sound familiar as we continue our study on our Wesleyan heritage.  
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John Wesley grew up in Epworth, England. It’s about 150 miles from London.  He was a June 

baby, born in 1703. He was the son of a preacher man. His father, Samuel was a pastor for the 

Church of England. For nearly 40 years, Samuel served the church in Epworth where John grew 

up. St. Andrew’s Church was Samuel Wesley’s congregation for about four decades, and where 

John was baptized and worshipped as a young child. 

 

As a side note, if you were to visit Epworth today, you’d see that Samuel Wesley was buried 

next to the church. Today, you can visit his grave, see their family home, and visit St. Andrew’s 

Church that the Wesley family knew so well. Some of you may have seen those sites. The high 

school choir students will visit these historic Wesley sites during their choir tour to England in 

the summer of 2017. But you only have to wait until November to join the Wesley Tour to 

England led by Rev. Laurie and Rev. Gary Haller, along with Rev. Jack and Judy Harnish.   

   

John Wesley’s mother, Susanna Wesley, was a woman of devout faith. She grew up in the 

church as a child, and was a preacher’s daughter. Later she would go on to marry a preacher, too, 

when she met Samuel. Susanna and Samuel Wesley wed, and were married for 47 years. During 

their 47 years of marital bliss, they had 19 children. John and Charles Wesley are perhaps the 

most famous Wesley children, as they were the famous Wesley brothers who started the 

Methodist Movement. John was the preacher, and his brother Charles was the hymn writer who 

composed over 6,000 hymns.   

 

The talent and faith of the Wesley brothers did not appear out of thin air. It was nurtured from 

their childhood. Certainly, their father Samuel influenced their faith and career decisions as a 

preacher himself. But it could certainly be argued that it was really their mother, Susanna 

Wesley, that left a lasting impression upon her children’s faith and ministry in the church.   

 

Susanna Wesley was a devoted mother. As a mother of 19 children, tragically ten of the Wesley 

children died at infancy. Only nine of the Wesley children made it to adulthood. Loving and 

raising nine children took much of her time. But Susanna always created time for education and 

faith formation for her children. From Susanna’s perspective, all of the Wesley children would 

have an academic education, a Biblical education, and personally know the loving and saving 

grace of God.   

 

Susanna Wesley was devoted to education. All of the Wesley children, both the boys and girls, 

received lessons from their mother every day. A school day was not complete unless they had 

studied at the family kitchen table for six hours, learning to read and write. Susanna’s belief in 

education was probably influenced by her own parents. She too was educated as a child, which 

was quite unusual given the time period. Her belief in education beyond her kitchen classroom 

led John to study in London during his teenage years, then off to Oxford for college, then 

seminary graduate studies.    

 

Not only was Susanna devoted to education, Susanna Wesley was a devoted person of faith.  

Susanna spent one hour each week with each of her nine children to foster individual spiritual 

growth and faith formation. For one hour, each child had their mother’s undivided attention 

where she asked them questions of the faith. And in essence, she asked the classic Methodist 

question: “How is it with your soul?”   
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Weekly spiritual meetings with their mother as a child influenced John and Charles into their 

adulthood. It was at Oxford, where Wesley was a professor, that John, Charles and three college 

students met weekly for their “Holy Clubs.” There they read Scripture, prayed, and shared Holy 

Communion, all in the effort to encourage one another spiritually and hold each other 

accountable to Christian living. Certainly, it was Susanna Wesley, the Mother of Methodism, 

who subtly influenced the rise and development of the “Holy Clubs” at Oxford, thanks to her 

early influence on John and Charles’ spiritual lives as children. The question that these 

methodical Methodists asked was the same question that Susanna essentially asked her nine 

children on a weekly basis, “How is it with your soul?”     

 

Susanna Wesley, the Mother of Methodism, not only influenced and touched the lives of her nine 

children, she continues to touch the lives of children today.   

 

So well known for her devout faith and belief in education, Susanna Wesley has continued to 

impact the world today through United Methodist Ministries. Just to name a few ministries that 

carry Susanna’s name: 

 

 Susanna Wesley House in Baltimore, Maryland—providing housing for homeless moms 

and their children.  

 

 Susanna Wesley Education and Healthcare Center in Tanzania, Africa—providing skills 

training for women and educating children.  

 

 Susanna Wesley Family Learning Center in Missouri—creating healthy families by 

providing youth services and offering support to parents. 

 

 Susanna Wesley Nursery School in Indiana—educating preschool children and impacting 

young lives. 

 

 Susanna Wesley Mission in Ghana—providing education to women. 

 

 And last, but not least, is the Susannah Wesley Community Center in Honolulu, Hawaii.  

 

I can personally say that the Susannah Wesley Community Center in Honolulu is touching lives 

and impacting communities. For two years after college, I served at the Susannah Wesley 

Community Center in Honolulu as a young adult missionary with the United Methodist General 

Board of Global Ministries. 

 

Located in the center of a poor urban community of Honolulu, the Susannah Wesley Community 

Center has been serving families on the island for over 115 years. They offer human services and 

programs to over 900 clients each year, particularly serving immigrant families from the 

Philippines, Samoa, Korea, Vietnam, Hong King, China, and Micronesia. They have a proud 

history of working with the most forgotten and neglected, those that “fall between the cracks” of 

traditional social services.   
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They are constantly responding to the changing needs of the community, but currently offer: 

 

 Youth services to at-rick youth such as after-school tutoring programs and summer youth 

programs. 

 

 Educational programs such as English language classes, and GED programs for youth to 

receive their high school diploma. 

 

 Family resources such as parenting classes, family counseling, and programs for senior 

citizens. 

 

 Human Trafficking support, immigrant resources, and community services. 

 

The Susannah Wesley Community Center is busy sharing the love of Christ! And, they certainly 

embrace Susanna Wesley’s legacy of providing education to children and fostering faith 

formation for all ages.  

 

We don’t have to go to Honolulu or visit one of the other Susanna Wesley centers throughout the 

world to impact others the way the Mother of Methodist did! We can stay right here in Metro 

Detroit and make a difference. Every time you support a child’s education and spiritual growth 

or encourage another person in the faith, you are living the legacy of Susanna Wesley and living 

the Methodist Way!   

 

Thanks be to God for Susanna Wesley’s influence upon her children and her influence upon the 

people called Methodist! May we too have the bold courage to continue in her footsteps, to 

encourage our young people in their education, and encourage others in the faith, just like the 

great Mother of Methodism! Amen.    


