
If you are interested in joining a 
Volunteers In Mission Team 
(VIM) to Costa Rica
Contact:

Karen Plants
plantlady365@sbcglobal.net

or

Bev Richardson
Missions Coordinator
brichardson@fumcbirmingham.org
248.646.1200 Ext. 3156

Then I heard the voice of the Lord 
saying, “Whom shall I send? And 
who will go for us?” and I said,

“Here I Am, Lord... 
Send Me”

Isaiah 6:8

The purpose of the First United Methodist 
Church, Birmingham, is to gather persons 
into the body of Christ, nurture them as 
disciples of Jesus Christ, and equip them 
for ministry and mission in the world.

1589 West Maple Road
Birmingham, MI 48009
248.646.1200
fumcbirmingham.org

HERE I AM, LORD, SEND ME
costa rica 
Volunteers in mission

Birmingham missionaries in Costa Rica:  Will 
and Ella Faircloth and daughters, Nicole and 
Marilyn.



First United Methodist Church of Birmingham, 
Michigan has been involved in sending mission 
teams to Costa Rica since 1996. For many years, our 
teams worked in Tonjibe, an Indian village located 
in a very remote northern area of Costa Rica. VIM 
teams completely built the church, fellowship hall, 

parsonage and the village 
school.

Recently our teams have 
worked in Coronado at 
the Methodist Children’s 
Home and in Mansiones 
at the Faro del Este 
Church.

In 2008, FUMC 
Birmingham raised 
$100,000 to construct 

the first orphanage house at Coronado. The basic 
goal of the project is to provide a safe and nurturing 
residential environment for minors declared by 
PANI, the Costa Rica child welfare agency, to be 
at-risk or in state of abandonment. Our teams 
have continued to return to Coronado to assist in 
building additional homes.

In 2015, FUMC Birmingham sent our first 
youth team to Mansiones.  The eighteen youth 
worked on the construction of the parsonage, 
presented VBS for the children of the village 
and established friendships with the youth of 
Faro del Este church.

HISTORY YOUTH MISSION TRIP

HOW YOU CAN HELP

UPCOMING TRIP

SISTER CONGREGATIONS

•	 Pray for the Methodist Children’s Home in 
Costa Rica and the Volunteers in Mission 
teams.

•	 Join a Volunteers in Mission (VIM) Team to 
Costa Rica February 6-20, 2016

•	 Contribute to Volunteers in Mission.

In 2003, our teams first worked in the village of 
Mansiones helping to construct the Methodist 
Church. The church was built as a memorial church 
from funds contributed by FUMC Birmingham 
members. Over the years, teams have returned to 
build a fellowship hall and we are currently helping 
to construct a parsonage.  Faro del Este church is a 
sister congregation with FUMC Birmingham.

We’ll be sending a Mission Team to Costa Rica
February 6 - 20, 2016

If you are interested in learning more about our 
mission work in Costa Rica, please contact 

Karen Plants
plantlady365@sbcglobal.net


