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When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And 

suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled 

the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among 

them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 

and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there 

were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this 

sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them 

speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not 

all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our 

own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, 

Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 

parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 

proselytes, Cretans and Arabs — in our own languages we hear them speaking about 

God’s deeds of power.’ All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What 

does this mean?’ But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ 

 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of 

Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 

say.
 
Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the 

morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

 

‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 

    and your old men shall dream dreams. 

Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

    in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

        and they shall prophesy. 

And I will show portents in the heaven above 

    and signs on the earth below, 

        blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

The sun shall be turned to darkness 

    and the moon to blood, 

        before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 

Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’” 
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* * * * * 

 

A number of years ago, a Christian businessman spoke about the growth and success of his 

company. He said that he was under no illusion about that growth and success, that it all came 

about because of the blessing of God. “When I took over this company twelve years ago,” he 

said, “I offered it to God, and I asked God to direct its operations. You know, God has, and that’s 

the secret behind where we are today.” 

 

He told about how there was just a handful of employees when he took over, and how there are 

several hundred today, and how the assets of the company were under one million dollars twelve 

years ago and now they are way up over the $70 million mark. It was impressive to hear him 

speak about how God had been the power behind all this growth. Then he said something else.  

He said that the company had been so successful and had achieved such a level of prosperity that 

he didn’t have to go in to work anymore. “I get to play golf all the time,” he said with a smile on 

his face. “Hasn’t God been good to me?” 

 

What do you think? Is that why God blessed him and his business, so he could play golf every 

day? Is that why God took over control of his operations, so he wouldn’t have to work anymore 

and could do whatever he pleased? Is that why God gave him wealth, so he could sit in the lap of 

luxury? Is that how God’s power works? I wonder. Now I love to play golf, but I don’t for a 

minute believe that the power of God is going to bless me financially so that I can play golf 

every day.
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Over and over in conversations with people, I hear these earnest pleas. “I want to sense God’s 

presence in my heart and experience the freedom and joy of being a Christ-follower. I feel 

defeated sometimes, as if I have no control of my life and am just going through the motions of 

religion. Where can I get the power to live a fulfilled life and make a difference in the world?  

What really happened at Pentecost, and can it happen in my life today?” I don’t believe it is 

possible to live a grace-filled, courageous and prophetic Christian life without the Holy Spirit 

living in us. It’s because of Pentecost that you and I are filled with the new wine of spirit power. 

 

In the time of Jesus, there were three great Jewish festivals to which every Jewish male living 

within twenty miles of Jerusalem was legally bound to come: Passover, Pentecost and the Feast 

of Tabernacles. Pentecost, also called the Feast of Weeks, came fifty days after Passover, which 

celebrated the exodus of God’s people from Egypt.   

 

Pentecost had two main purposes. It commemorated the giving of the Law to Moses on Mount 

Sinai, and it celebrated the offering to God of the first spring crop of barley. At Pentecost, two 

barley loaves were symbolically offered in gratitude for the ingathered harvest. Jews came from 

all over the countryside and from far away to celebrate Pentecost. God chose this time, when 

there were so many visitors in Jerusalem, to pour out the Holy Spirit. 

 

Remember the setting. Before he ascended into heaven, Jesus told his disciples to wait in 

Jerusalem for the promise of the Father, which was the Holy Spirit. So the disciples and other 

followers of Jesus, including Mary, the mother of Jesus, his brothers and other women, withdrew 
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to an upstairs room in Jerusalem where they waited and prayed for God’s promise to be made 

good. 

 

On the day of Pentecost, all of a sudden, heaven broke loose. First, there came a sound like the 

rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Could this be the 

same wind which on the very first morning of all mornings swept across the face of the waters in 

Genesis? Wind is a sign of the invisible power of God. The wind of Pentecost was blowing out 

all of the fear and uncertainty from the hearts of these first followers. 

 

After that, the place started smoking, and the disciples began to look like oversized trick birthday 

candles. Tongues of fire rested on each of them, and even the mighty wind could not put them 

out.
ii
 Like wind, fire is also synonymous with the spirit of God and is a sign of God’s presence.  

Moses was confronted by God in a burning bush. John the Baptist said that Jesus will baptize 

with the holy spirit and with fire.  

 

Fire out of control is terrifying, but a fire in control is comforting and cheery. Yet the Holy Spirit 

is about much more than peace and comfort. The Spirit burns away what separates us from God.  

The Spirit refines and galvanizes and challenges. The fire of the Spirit convinces us that we are 

loved unconditionally and releases us to love others unreservedly.  

 

The disciples felt the wind of the Spirit, they saw the fire of the Spirit, and then they experienced 

the greatest miracle of all. Luke says they were filled with the Holy Spirit. The Spirit permeated 

every part of their being so that the believers began to speak in other languages as the Spirit gave 

them ability.   

 

Think about that.  Luke says that all of the Jewish visitors who had come from the far corners of 

the known world to celebrate Pentecost in Jerusalem heard these believers speaking in their own 

languages. The common language in Israel was Aramaic, and most of the believers had never 

been outside Israel. Yet, as they spoke, the foreigners could understand them in their own 

languages.    

 

An amazed and bewildered crowd gathered and said, “Wait a minute. Aren’t all these people 

Galileans? How come we can hear them speak about God’s power in our own languages?  What 

does this mean?” Others thought they had it figured out. “Ah, don’t bother with them. They’re 

filled with new wine.”  Their sophisticated theory was that the believers were drunk! The power 

that the church proclaims as a gift of God the world called inebriation. This inbreaking of the 

Holy Spirit was so profound and unsettling that they had to come up with some rational 

explanation. 

 

Then Peter stood up and addressed and crowd. The first thing he said was that they couldn’t 

possibly be drunk because it was only nine o’clock in the morning. In first century Judaism, the 

first meal of the day was not until the fourth hour, which was 10 a.m., and wine was consumed 

only later at the main meal. So Peter says, “What do you mean we’re filled with new wine! We 

haven’t even had breakfast yet, and lunch won’t be for three hours!” Peter went on to preach a 

Pentecost sermon that produced three thousand enthusiastic converts who said, “What must we 

do to be saved?” What must we do to be saved? Why, receive the power of the Holy Spirit.    
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We call Pentecost the birthday of the church. Do you see how this Jewish Pentecost celebration 

of the giving of the Law to Moses has now been transformed into a celebration of the power of 

Christ’s love through the Holy Spirit? Those blazing tongues of fire were birthday candles, for at 

Pentecost, the power of God made manifest at the resurrection and ascension of Christ was now 

bestowed on the people of God.   

 

At Pentecost, you and I are introduced to the third part of what we call the Trinity. God is our 

Creator. Jesus is our Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit is God’s presence and power with us every 

day, wherever we are. It’s strange, mysterious and miraculous, and it’s beyond the bounds of 

imagination, but at Pentecost, that rag tag band of followers of Jesus was unified into the Church. 

  

What can we say about the new wine of this Holy Spirit power? Just two things. First, this Holy 

Spirit power is for everyone. It’s for you and me. The miracle of the Church is that it defies all 

human explanation. After Jesus’ death and resurrection, there were eleven frightened disciples.  

They were fishermen, not academics and not worldly wise, yet God used these eleven men out of 

all proportion to their skills. In his first sermon, Peter spoke with brilliance, dignity and boldness.  

There is no other way to account for the Church other than the Holy Spirit calling forth 

leadership. 

 

One day a crew of twelve park employees got out of their truck and went up and down the 

parkway. Every twenty steps or so, six of them dug holes, and then the other six would 

immediately follow and fill the same holes up with dirt again. After about a half hour of this, 

someone who was watching it all couldn’t stand it any longer. He went up to one of the workers 

and demanded, “Would you mind telling me what you’re doing?” He said, “We’re planting trees, 

but the guys with the trees have the day off.”
3
 

 

Who are the people with the trees? Why, it’s you and me. It’s us, the Church! It doesn’t matter 

your age, gender, ethnicity, employment status, social standing, sexual orientation or first 

language. At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit gives every last one of us the power to plant the seeds of 

faith, make disciples and grow trees. But if we don’t tap into that power, then all we do is dig 

holes and cover them up again. Will you claim the power of the Holy Spirit and use it to change 

the world? That power is right now, here. It’s yours. All you need to do is open your heart and 

ask for it.   

 

The second thing we need to know about the new wine of the Holy Spirit is that this power is not 

meant to dominate or control or bless you financially so that you can play golf every day. It’s 

power made perfect in weakness. Have you been watching the fans up here in the chancel? Do 

you see how the wind of the Holy Spirit blows the strips of cloth where it wills? The power of 

the Holy Spirit — this at the same time steady, wild, gentle, restless, vulnerable, transformative, 

uncaged, comforting, unpredictable and filled with new wine Holy Spirit — is made perfect in 

each one of us through our very humanity, uniqueness and weakness.   

 

Do you remember how the apostle Paul talked about being given a thorn in the flesh to keep him 

from getting too puffed up about himself? As Paul was lamenting, he heard Jesus say to him, 

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” (2 Corinthians 12:9) 



 
 

5 
 

And how does Paul reply? “So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the 

power of Christ may dwell in me.” May that power of weakness dwell in you, as well. 

 

Gary’s uncle, Porter Raley, worked as an executive for Kellogg’s in Battle Creek for many years.  

He was a beautiful man, filled with the power of the Holy Spirit and an active member of First 

United Methodist Church in Battle Creek. After Porter retired, he and Gary’s aunt Jean began 

spending the winters in Florida. They walked the beach, went out to eat, read some books, saw 

friends and just vegged out.   

 

A few years later, Porter and Jean decided not to go to Florida anymore, and when we asked him 

why, this is what Porter said. I’ve never forgotten it. “I have always believed that God has called 

me to make a difference in the world. After a few years wintering in Florida, I suddenly realized 

that I was bored. I didn’t want to spend the rest of my life focusing on myself.  I truly believed 

that God had something more in store for my life, that I might be retired from Kellogg’s but I 

was not retired from being a disciple of Jesus Christ.   

 

“The next fall I felt God was calling me to lead a Disciple Bible study class at Battle Creek First.  

It went all year, so I couldn’t go to Florida in the winter. And, you know, how at the end of 

Disciple Bible study, the class takes time to talk about each other’s spiritual gifts? Well, when it 

came time to talk about my gifts, they said, ‘Porter, you can do anything you set your heart on.  

But what we need most in in our church right now is a chairperson for the major renovation of 

our church building. Do you think God might be calling you to this ministry?’” Porter said yes, 

and for the next several years he gave all he had to leading his congregation through the building 

and fundraising campaign. The Holy Spirit worked in a mighty way through Porter. And the 

results? Utterly amazing! 

 

You see, in the Old Testament, the Spirit was only given to selected people. Special prophets, 

judges and kings spoke for God. But Jesus came to earth to show you and me that each one of us 

has Holy Spirit power. It’s like this fan: always there, blowing where it wills, supporting, 

encouraging and filling us with new wine of Spirit power.   

 

God has given each one of you that extra something in your heart, not in order to play golf every 

day, but to be the power of Christ made perfect in your very weakness. That power is in you 

right now. Do you hear the wind? Do you feel the fire? Do you see the love?   

 

The Holy Spirit is stirring in you right now, and it’s blowing all over this congregation. It doesn’t 

matter how old you are. You’ve got it. It’s in you and you and you and you and you. I can even 

see the trick birthday candles resting on your heads. How will the new wine of the Holy Spirit 

change your life, and how will you change the world?   
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