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Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age 

or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. But we speak God’s 

wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 

None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have 

crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear 

heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love 

him”– these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit 

searches everything, even the depths of God. For what human being knows what 

is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one 

comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God.  

  

Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are 

foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand them because they are 

spiritually discerned. Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they are 

themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny. “For who has known the mind of the 

Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. 

 

 

It seems there was a young man who was trying out for the football team and the coach 

really didn’t think he was bright enough to grasp the complexities of the game. He told 

him frankly that he didn’t think he was smart enough to play football. The young fellow 

pleaded to be given a chance to prove himself. So the coach said, “I’ll tell you what. I’ll 

give you a test. In fact, I’ll let you take the test home and think about it and if you can 

pass it tomorrow morning, I’ll let you stay on the team. There’s just three questions in the 

test. First, figure out how many seconds are there in a year. Second, tell me the name of 

the two days of the week that begin with T, and third, tell me how many Ds there are in 

Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer.”  
  

So the young fellow said he’d go home and think about it. And sure enough, he was back 

to see the coach the next morning, bright and early. The coach said, “OK, here we go. 

How many seconds are there in the year?” The young man said, “Well coach, I figured 

that one out. There’s 12.” The coach looked puzzled and asked how he figured that. The 

boy said, “Yeah, there’s twelve seconds in the year, coach: January 2nd, February 2nd, 

The Resurrection Power: 

“POWER TO DISCERN GOD’S WILL” 
 

Rev. Gary Haller 

First United Methodist Church 

Birmingham, Michigan 

Scripture: Corinthians 2:6-16, selections 

 

 

 



 

2 

 

March 2nd, April 2nd, May 2nd...” The coach said, “OK, that’s not exactly what I had in 

mind, but I’ll accept that.”  

  

The coach said, “Here’s question number two: What is the name of the two days of the 

week that start with T?” The boy came back quickly, “Oh, that was easy: Today and 

Tomorrow.” The coach was impressed, though that wasn’t what he had in mind.  

  

He said, “OK, here’s the last one. How many Ds are there in Rudolph the Red-Nosed 

Reindeer?” The young man brightened and said, “Oh, I know that one. There’s 138!” The 

coach looked at him with a puzzled look and said, “How in world do you figure that?” 

The young man immediately started counting on his fingers and began chanting the 

familiar Christmas tune, “De De, De De De, Dee Dee, De De De De De De De. De, De, 

De De De Dee Dee...” 
  

I’ll tell you, sometimes it seems as if God’s wisdom and human wisdom are as far apart 

as the perceptions of that coach and the poor boy he was testing. We all know there are 

many different ways of looking at things. We know that we look at issues and beliefs in 

different ways, conditioned by our families of origin, our upbringings, our educations, 

our fears, our experiences in the world, and the climate of opinion that surround us. In the 

midst of our complexities, we need the power of the Holy Spirit to help us discern God’s 

leading.  

  

Now, faith in God is rather simple. It says that we put our trust in God and God alone. 

We are saved by God’s grace, but we avail ourselves of that saving grace through faith. 

Simple. But when it comes to matters of belief and practice, as Paul wrote, we see 

through a glass darkly. John Wesley put it another way: he said that scripture is not 

perspicacious. That means, scripture is not always perfectly clear.  

  

And that’s where discernment comes in. If everything about belief and practice were 

crystal clear, well, we wouldn’t have the literally 33,000 different denominations that 

exist in the world. There are tremendous divides in what Christians believe and practice. 

And we see the beginnings of this from the inception of the church.  

  

Look at the early church. Nothing was clear to them. Did men have to obey the old 

covenant, the sign of which was circumcision, in order to then, and only then, follow 

Christ? What did it mean that Jesus gave them a New Covenant? Did that free them from 

circumcision? That’s what Paul was preaching. He went off and started converting 

people, without requiring circumcision. That goes against everything they’d been taught. 

Could that be right? Or is baptism now the sign of the New Covenant? Can we accept and 

baptize people who are strange to us, such as that eunuch from Ethiopia. Can he really be 

acceptable to God? 
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And what about diet? For the entire history of their people, they had been forbidden from 

eating pork, ham, bacon, crabs, lobsters, shrimp. Other food had to be prepared by certain 

precise methods. But Peter had a vision that God now had declared these to be clean. 

Could that be true? They hadn’t all had that vision. Could it hold true for all of them? 

And Peter was eating with Gentiles. Isn’t that anathema? Or is it? How could they tell?  

  

“And how should we worship?” they asked. “We’re different from the Jews, now, aren’t 

we? Should we permit speaking in tongues? If there’s no long ‘male or female’ can 

women participate in worship? Should we share the Lord’s meal every time we come 

together? Do we have to wait until everyone is there to eat? If the church meets in my 

house, and I supply the wine, can’t I get drunk?” These were real issues in the first 

century after Christ.  

  

“And how much am I required to give when I make a commitment to follow Christ? The 

Jews had a legal requirement to give ten percent, yet Jesus scoffed at that amount and 

praised those who gave practically all they had. So what is an acceptable gift? If I have a 

big gain from the sale of my home and I don’t give it to God, is my fate going to be like 

that of Ananias and Saphira who died when they held back their profit on such a sale?”  

  

The difficulty was that the powerful religious experiences occasioned by Jesus forced 

new understandings – and so many of the answers were not at all clear. Everything had to 

be looked at anew in the light of Christ, but he wasn’t around to give all the answers.  

  

Friends, that’s why we have most of the New Testament. Apart from the Gospels, most of 

the writings are the attempt of early church leaders such as Paul and John and Peter to 

address “How shall we live?” and “What shall we believe?” Paul wanted to unravel for us 

the mysteries of discerning God’s wisdom. But at times he just had to tell people that “we 

see through a glass darkly,” that “later we shall understand fully and see face-to-face.” 

Paul even confessed in one place that he did not have an understanding from God, but 

this is what seemed best to him.  

  

So how can we know what God wants us to do? Paul’s method was discernment: the 

judging, weighing and testing of scripture, experience and tradition, inviting the Holy 

Spirit to work in and through our human intelligence to apply God’s truth to our human 

situation. Discernment.  

  

Significantly, they met together to confront the issues. They called it a Council. Very 

early, they held the first Jerusalem Council to resolve their differences. Our model of the 

General Conference of the United Methodist Church is just that – it is a church council 

called for the difficult work ordering our life as a church together. So in a couple of 

weeks when you hear the controversies, the moaning and groaning from our General 

Conference in Portland, you need to know “That’s nothing new.” It’s the long-standing 

practice of the church. The Christian Church has always held councils, conferences, to 
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discern God’s leading. And because they always deal with contentious issues, there’s 

rarely a Council without fireworks.  

  

What do Councils enable? They bring people together. There is listening and speaking – 

we call that dialogue. No one has an absolute corner on the truth. It takes all of our best 

minds and best hearts to come together for a process of discernment. When it says in 

scripture that we are to “test the spirits,” it means we are to test our thinking up against 

that of our brothers and sisters in Christ. That’s all. We’re to come together. Have loving, 

respectful dialogue. Have a heart to listen so that we might learn. Because without that 

conferencing, people go off the deep end time and again.  

  

Second, a large part of discernment, in addition to listening, reflecting and sharing, is 

prayer. Above all else, our hearts must be intent on seeking God’s leading. It’s not about 

whether we are right or wrong, or whether we can debate our way into getting our way. 

Discerning God’s leading depends on praying for God’s leading. We’ve got to want God 

with all our heart.  

  

And Paul had another key principle to guide him. He called it “God’s wisdom, secret and 

hidden...” This wisdom is that the utterly sacrificial love seen in Jesus Christ is the way to 

life. Paul says this is different than worldly wisdom. It is not the wisdom of the law or 

any legalism. It is not the wisdom of experience. It is not the wisdom of common sense or 

of “hard headed thinking.” It is not the wisdom of those who have degrees in philosophy 

or the law, the two most common professions of Paul’s day. If worldly powers had this 

wisdom, they would not have crucified the Lord of Glory. The wisdom of sacrificial love, 

Paul says, is not our human wisdom.  

  

There is a true story I cherish. Jim Buskirk was for many years the senior minister at First 

United Methodist Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Jim tells a remarkable story out of his own 

experience. Right after his seminary training, Jim developed a blind spot in his left eye. 

Chorioretinitis, they called it. Later, it attacked his right eye and he was told that he could 

well be blind in six months to a year. The prospect of blindness was hard to handle for 

Jim, and in his grieving, he began to feel sorry for himself.  

  

One morning as he was brooding in his office in Charleston, Mississippi, his father 

rushed in. Excitedly, his father said, “Jim, get on that phone right now and call Dr. 

McKinney at the hospital in Memphis. Tell him we are on the way! Tell him to get ready 

to operate on us!” 

  

“Operate on us?” Jim said. “Dad, what do you mean operate on us?” His dad said, “My 

ministry is just about over and yours is just beginning. I have such great hopes and 

dreams for you. I want us to go to Memphis today. I want us to go to the hospital 

together, today, because I want to give you my eyes!” 
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Jim Buskirk hugged his dad tightly. Together they cried. That special moment touched 

Jim so powerfully that for the first time in weeks, his hope was restored. Over the years 

Jim’s dad had expressed his love for him in so many, many ways, but never more 

dramatically than in that moment. He said: “That day when my dad offered to give me his 

eyes, I thought, ‘Just think, if my earthly father’s love is that strong, imagine how 

powerful is the love of our heavenly Father who gave His only son for us.’”  

  

We’ve seen that Christ-like example here within our own congregation, have we not? 

Julie Work, out of the love of Christ, contributed a kidney to a member of our 

congregation. Not related at all. Simply led by Christ’s love. You don’t “reason” yourself 

into that. You simply love. 

  

Sacrificial love in the pattern of Jesus is the key to knowing and discerning God’s will, in 

Paul’s writings. Paul said the ways of God’s love are foolishness to those who only know 

the wisdom of this world. The truth is known through having the mind of Christ. When 

you are confronted with the complexities of this world, do what Paul did, and John, and 

Peter: let the mind of Christ be in you and be led by Christ’s sacrificial love.  

  

God invites you into this pattern of his love. It’s does not insist on its own ‘rightness.’ It’s 

not explained by hard thinking, nor grasped by tough legalism, nor achieved by mere 

penitence. It is the mystery of One who loves us and will not let us go. And it is a 

mystery in which you are invited to share. May the mind of Christ be in you as you join 

in the mystery of God’s love.  

  

May we pray? Gracious God, whose love surpasses our human understanding, you invite 

us into the mystery of knowing that not one of us comes near to your knowledge. We see 

through a mirror dimly, through a glass darkly, and we never corner the fullness of truth. 

For that we need one another, we need your Holy Spirit, we need the eyes of Christ, and 

we must be guided by your love. Grant us the humility to allow you still to be our guide, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 


