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Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 

directed them. When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. And 

Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 

obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age.”  

 

  

We humans seem to have great fascination with the last words that people speak before they die.  

When the final moment arrives, there is often said to be a calm that comes over us. Parishioners 

have spoken to me about near-death experiences where they have felt joy, warmth and peace.  

Perhaps that’s why our final words can be so memorable.     

 

Right before she was executed, Marie Antoinette said to her executioner, “Pardonnez-moi, 

monsieur.” “Pardon me, sir.” She had accidentally stepped on his foot. When Elizabeth Barrett 

Browning was dying, she was asked by her husband how she was feeling. Browning replied, 

“Beautiful.” Harriet Tubman sang “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” with her family after they had all 

begun to sing the song together to comfort Harriet in her final moments.   

 

The famous baseball player Joe DiMaggio’s last words were, “I’ll finally get to see Marilyn.”  

He was referring to his ex-wife, Marilyn Monroe, whom he regarded as the love of his life.  

When Eleanor Roosevelt’s nurse told her that she would only die when she had fulfilled 

everything God wanted her to, Eleanor responded with her last words, “Utter nonsense!”   

  

When John and Charles Wesley’s beloved mother, Susannah Wesley, was dying and her children 

were gathered round, she said, “Children, when I am gone, sing a song of praise to God.” And 

when many of John Wesley’s friends were gathered around his deathbed, his last words were, 

“The best of all is: God is with us.” Wesley then lifted up his arm as if to heaven and again 

repeated, “The best of all is: God is with us.”   

  

We all know what Jesus’ last words were before he died on the cross. The gospels record seven 

different sentences that he uttered, with the last one being, “It is finished.” Yet, it wasn’t finished 

for Jesus, was it? Two days later, Jesus rose from the dead and appeared to his disciples and 

other followers for forty days, during which he continued to instruct and encourage them.   

The Resurrection Power:: 

“THEREFORE, GO!” 
 

Rev. Laurie Haller 

First United Methodist Church 

Birmingham, Michigan 

Scripture: Matthew 28:16-20 

 

 

 



2 

 

Now, as Jesus prepares to leave them forever, he commissions his disciples with words that are very 

different from the ones he spoke before he died. Jesus says, “All authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to me.
 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I 

have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  

  

Some of you know that verse 19 is part of the mission statement of The United Methodist Church.  

Did you know that we did not have a clear and concise denominational mission statement until the 

year 2000? That year General Conference voted to approve this sentence: “The mission of the 

church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ.”   

  

But as we lived into this mission statement, our Council of Bishops began to ask four years later, 

“To what end do we make disciples of Jesus Christ? Is making disciples the only goal, or is there 

something more?” Hence, the second part of our mission statement was added by General 

Conference in 2008, “The mission of the church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world.” We make disciples so that our world and all of its people may be 

made new and whole. 

  

This scripture also happened to be the theme of our 2016 General Conference in Portland, Oregon, 

which just ended on Friday night. Many of you have seen the General Conference logo with a 

snow-covered Mount Hood and the words “Therefore, Go.”  The word “go” is inside a triangle that 

points to the right, implying action. Jesus calls you and me to go.  

  

But I learned something new last week as I was studying this passage, which is called The Great 

Commission.
1
 In the original Greek of the New Testament, there are four verbs in this verse: go, 

make disciples, baptize and teach. One of the four verbs is an imperative. An imperative is a 

command, like “take out the trash” or “do your homework” or “feed the dog.” The other three are 

participles. That is, they end with the letters “ing,” like running, crying or singing.   

  

Most people think that the imperative word in this passage is “go” because that’s the way the New 

Revised Standard Version translates it. We are called to go in order to make disciples, baptize and 

teach. But, in actuality, the imperative verb in the original Greek is “disciple.” Therefore, the real 

command is to disciple. And how do we disciple? By going to others, sharing with them the gospel, 

which leads to commitment through baptism and teaching them. 

  

So there’s only one command here, and it’s not “go.” The Greek doesn’t say “go,” it says going.  

Rather, the imperative verb is “disciple.” Jesus is saying, “As you are going through life, as you 

journey with me, disciple.” That’s what you and I are called to do. Disciple. To disciple is not an 

outcome; it’s a process. It’s a way of living and being.   

  

We disciple by leading others to be Christ-followers. We disciple by going to the world and sharing 

the unconditional grace of Jesus Christ with others, rejoicing as they are baptized in the love of 

Jesus Christ and teaching them about God’s call to serve the least, the last, and the lost. Our task is 

not simply to lead others to believe in Jesus, but to create disciples who live out their faith by their 

actions along the way.   
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Graduates, I especially want to speak to you this morning because you are going somewhere.  

Graduating from high school is one of the most significant milestones in life because from now on 

you are going. You will always be on the move, not because you are graduating but because you are 

leaders, and God calls you as disciples of Jesus Christ to disciple others.   

  

How are you going to go with Jesus? Much of the gospels is spent telling us what it means to be 

going on the way through life. First, going with Jesus is not just for the professionals. Jesus’ 

command to disciple others by sharing God’s love is not just for me or Pastor Lindsey, or Pastors 

Gary, Dan, Suzanne and Zack. God calls each one of you to let God’s light shine through you so 

that you can bring hope and healing to our world.   

  

I know most of you are going to college, but you don’t need to have a special degree. You don’t 

need to go to seminary. You don’t even need to understand all the nuances of Christian theology.  

All you need to do in order to go with Jesus through this life is remember one little song: “Jesus 

loves the little children; all the children of the world. Red and yellow, black and white, all are 

precious in his sight. Jesus loves the little children of the world.”   

  

Second, going with Jesus means that there is movement. We are not called to stand still but to 

disciple others along the journey. I have a theory that there are two kinds of faithful Christ-followers 

in this life. First, there are pilgrims. Pilgrims are people who journey to sacred places for religious 

reasons. They have a specific destination. They know exactly where they are going.   

  

There are other Christ-followers who call themselves peregrini. Peregrini is a Latin word. In the 

Celtic tradition, a peregrino, who is male, or a peregrina, who is female, is a wanderer, someone 

who does not have a specific destination but is simply open to going wherever Jesus leads. These 

individuals sometimes leave their homes and put themselves entirely in God’s hands.    

  

I like to call myself a peregrina because, as a United Methodist pastor, I go wherever the bishop 

sends me. The word we use is itinerant. United Methodist pastors itinerate. They don’t stay in one 

place forever. I don’t get to choose where I live and pastor. I simply wander the Michigan area and 

the United Methodist connection, serving wherever the bishop and God call me, knowing that 

wherever I am going, God will go before me.   

  

But, to be honest, I’ve always been a peregrina, always a wanderer, never knowing exactly where I 

was going. I’d get up early in high school and wander around the woods and fields around my home 

before school, just to be outside with God. I didn’t even know where I was going to college until the 

end of May of my senior year. I’m sure it drove my parents crazy! If we would have had a 

Graduation Sunday in my church when I finished high school, there would be a blank after my 

name where the college would be listed.   

  

Graduates, I suspect that some of you are pilgrims today. You know exactly where you’re going.  

The destination is clear. You’ve chosen a particular college for a special reason, and you have a 

career all planned out. That’s awesome.   

  

Others of you are probably peregrini, like me. You have no idea where God is leading you, but you 

are going nevertheless. You may have a college picked out, but you don’t know what you are going 
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to end up majoring in. Nor do you know what your life’s work will be. Are you a pilgrim or a 

peregrina? Whoever you are or wherever you are going, know this. You are going with God. 

 

And, third, going with Jesus in the Methodist tradition leads to transformation of the world 

when we engage in mercy and justice ministries so that the fullness of salvation 

encompasses all of life and all of creation. 

 

In verse 19 Jesus says, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.” The Greek word for 

“nations” is ethni, which is typically translated as “gentiles” and in English means “ethnicities.” 

So what does Matthew mean here? Jesus is commanding his disciples, who were Jews, “to 

disciple all of the people groups outside of their own ethnicity, and share about Jesus with every 

kind of person in the world, and not just keep the good-news announcement to themselves like a 

new Jewish sect with Jesus as the leader.”
2
 The good news about Jesus is for “all ethnicities” and 

every person in the world. 

  

The critical question for you as graduates, and for all of us, no matter how old we are, is this. As you 

are going, will you play it safe or will you risk and always be open to change and growth? Do you 

believe that Jesus is with you wherever you are going? Will you share your faith and disciple others 

on the way? Will you love and accept all people as precious children of God? As you are going, will 

you follow what John Wesley asked of his followers: that is, do no harm, do good and stay in love 

with God?   

  

Therefore GO! But, beware! Going is a life-long commitment. You’re all on a journey with Christ.  

It’s a journey that is not easy because Jesus calls you to give up your lives for others. Nor is it 

always a comfortable journey because you may encounter all kinds of hardships, opposition and 

trouble along the way as you model the grace of Jesus Christ. It’s a journey that can be uncertain 

because we never know where we will end up. But we always know who travels with us.   

  

Last week at General Conference, Bishop Sally Dyck told a story about when she was a district 

superintendent. She was going to one of her churches for worship and picked up a local newspaper.  

She saw an article about an event going on at the First Church of God in this particular town, but the 

article had left off a letter in the name of the church. So the name of the church actually read, “First 

Church of Go,” not First Church of God.   

 

I don’t know about you, but I’ll be a part of the First Church of Go any day. Will you? I want to be 

part of a church that is always moving toward the kingdom of God. Do you? I want to be part of 

a church that obeys the command to disciple by going, teaching and obeying. Do you? 

 

You see, Jesus doesn’t want passive believers. He wants you to join him in building the kingdom of 

God. He wants people to fight for justice and help the oppressed, the poor, the homeless, the 

distraught and the immigrant. He wants disciples — fully devoted followers who do his will — and 

not just believers. Therefore, will you go? Will you follow your “yes”? If you don’t, who will? I 

invite you to respond, “Therefore, we will go.” 

 

 You are a traveler, whether a pilgrim or a peregrina. Will you go with Jesus every day of 

your life?  Therefore, we will go! 
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 Will you go to where the wounds are, where people are broken and damaged and 

dismissed, because that’s where Jesus always went?  Therefore, we will go! 

 

 Will you disciple those you meet on the way, especially our children and youth, by 

sharing and modeling the good news of Christ’s love for all?  Therefore, we will go! 

 

 Will you allow others, even children and youth, to disciple you and foster your own 

spiritual growth along the way?  Therefore, we will go! 

 

 Will you let Jesus guide your feet to spread hope to the darkest corners of the world, 

where those on the margins desperately need your love and witness?  Therefore, we will 

go! 

 

 Do you realize that how you compassionately treat other people as you are going is much 

more important than correct belief or following rules?  Therefore, we will go. 

 

 Will you teach everyone you meet that goodness is stronger than evil, love is stronger 

than hate, light is stronger than darkness and life is stronger than death?  Therefore, we 

will go. 

 

 Will you go marching in the light of God, dancing in the love of God and living in the 

grace of God?  Therefore, we will go! 

 

 Will you, too, sing a song of praise as you go because the best of all is, God is with us?   

Therefore, we will go! 

 

 Will you be the First Church of GO and follow your “yes”?  Therefore, we will go! 

 

Therefore, Go! Go! Go! Go! Go! Go! Go! Go!  

 

  

                                                 
1 Kenny Burchard, Greek-Geeking the Great Commission in Matthew, Nov. 7, 2013, online.  
2 Ibid.   


