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In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 

beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 

through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he 

presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them 

during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with 

them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of 

the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; for John baptized 

with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 

now.” So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time 

when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to 

know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you 

will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  

When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took 

him out of their sight.
 

 

 

Butch O’Hare was the Navy’s first flying ace in World War 2. One day in 1942, after he was 

airborne, O’Hare looked at his fuel gauge and realized that someone had failed to top off his 

tank. That meant he wouldn’t have enough fuel to complete his mission and get back to the ship.  

His flight leader told O’Hare to leave the formation and turn back. As he was doing so, he saw a 

squadron of Japanese planes flying directly at the fleet of ships he had just left. 

 

O’Hare knew the fleet was defenseless since all the planes were gone. So, single-handedly, 

Butch O’Hare flew directly toward those Japanese planes and dove right into the middle of them.  

He didn’t even think about his own life but simply about the safety and well-being of those on 

the ships down below. O’Hare began firing, shooting one Japanese plane after another, sending 

them down into the sea. When all the ammunition was gone, he started trying to clip off the 

wings of the Japanese planes so they couldn’t fly anymore. Believe it or not, O’Hare’s personal 

assault was so successful that the remaining Japanese planes turned around and flew away and 

the fleet was saved.   

 

Because of his bravery and selfless act of courage, Butch O’Hare was given one of our nation’s 

highest military honors. But something else was done for him as well. An airport in Chicago was 

named after him: O’Hare Airport, one of the busiest in the world. 
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There’s another story about a guy from Chicago known as Easy Eddie. Easy Eddie used to work 

as the defense attorney for Al Capone, the gangster. Because he was so good at what he did, 

Eddie was able to keep Capone out of jail even though everyone knew he was behind so many 

murders and underworld dealings. In order to show his appreciation, Al Capone paid Easy Eddie 

a huge salary and gave him a mansion that filled up an entire city block.   

  

When his son was growing up, Easy Eddie was able to give him everything he wanted because 

money was no object. But there was one thing he wasn’t able to give his son, the most important 

thing of all, and that was a good name and a good personal example by which to live. That really 

bothered Easy Eddie because he deeply loved his son.   

 

One day, motivated in large part by this desire, Easy Eddie went to the authorities and became a 

witness against Al Capone. And, sure enough, what he feared most happened a year later on a 

lonely street in Chicago. Easy Eddie was gunned down in cold blood! But maybe all wasn’t lost 

for Easy Eddie after all. Because his son, to whom he wanted to give a good example to follow, 

went on to become a famous pilot in the US Navy. His name was Edward “Butch” O’Hare.
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There are very few people in human history who have done great things with no direct influence 

from others who served as models and examples. In the same way, there are very few examples 

in two thousand years of Christian history of people becoming Christ-followers with no direct 

influence from witnesses through whom Jesus communicated grace.   

 

On this Mother’s Day, especially, we think of the witness of our mothers and our grandmothers 

and how they have molded and shaped our lives and made us who we are today. Our appeal for 

the Partners in Mission offering also reminds us of our responsibility to witness to God’s love 

around the world. The reality is that God calls each one of us to be a witness.   

 

Who’ll be a witness for my Lord; Who’ll be a witness for my Lord.  

Who’ll be a witness for my Lord; My soul is a witness for my Lord. 

  

Will you, too, be a witness? We know that after the resurrection of Jesus, he appeared to his 

disciples in various places for a period of forty days. Jesus spoke about the kingdom of God and 

ordered the disciples not to leave Jerusalem but to wait there for the promise of God. And what 

was that promise? Jesus told them, “John the Baptist baptized with water, but you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  

  

Jesus told the disciples to wait for the gift of the Holy Spirit. In actuality, the power of the Holy 

Spirit came upon these disciples ten days after Jesus said these words and ascended into heaven.  

The Holy Spirit would come on the day we call Pentecost, but his followers didn’t know that at 

the time. They were simply told to wait. When the time was right, God would act.   

 

Jesus was referring to God’s time, here, not human time. In Greek, human time is called chronos 

and God’s time is called kairos. Chronos time is quantity. Kairos time is quality. We humans 

want chronos, but God demands kairos. 
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Mothers pray for their children. Grandmothers pray for their grandchildren. We pray that all of 

our loved ones will grow up to be witnesses to God’s love. But things don’t always happen on 

our schedules, do they? Children don’t always mature when we think they should. Young adults 

don’t always settle down they we think they should. Relationships don’t always last as long as 

we think they should. In the midst of the busyness and uncertainty of our lives, God invites us to 

learn how to be still and wait upon the Lord, for God works in the fullness of kairos time.   

 

A mother’s love waits. Our Savior’s love waits. “Do not leave Jerusalem,” Jesus says. “Wait for 

the kairos.” “That’s cool,” the disciples reply. “Fine. We’ll wait. No problem. We’ve had a great 

time eating and drinking with you for the last forty days. The resurrection: now that was a neat 

trick, Jesus. But just one more thing. Is this the time you’re going to restore the kingdom to 

Israel?” 

  

Whoa! Wait a minute. Didn’t they hear what Jesus just said? Aren’t the disciples completely 

bypassing God’s promise that they would receive power through the Holy Spirit? Aren’t they the 

ones to restore the kingdom? Do you see how differently the Jews and Jesus saw the kingdom of 

God? The Jews believed that they were God’s chosen people, destined for special privilege and 

world-wide dominion. They looked to the day when God would break into human history by 

establishing a political kingdom, with Jesus as king and Israel the military leader of the world.   

  

It could never be, though. For three years Jesus tried to explain to his disciples the nature of his 

kingdom. It was a kingdom based on suffering love and servanthood, not military power and 

might. It was a kingdom where God’s will was perfectly done.   

  

Still, the disciples can’t get past their own history and preconceived notions. “We truly 

appreciate all you did in the cross and resurrection, Jesus, and what you’ve been saying about the 

kingdom and the power of the Holy Spirit is fine, but is it going to move forward our agenda?  

We became your disciples because we thought you were going to restore the kingdom to Israel.  

We’re reluctant to press you, Lord, but are you going to do it or not?”
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“It’s not for you to know God’s timing,” Jesus replies. “That’s not your business. But let me tell 

you what is your business. You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.” 

   

Who’ll be a witness for my Lord; Who’ll be a witness for my Lord.  

Who’ll be a witness for my Lord; My soul is a witness for my Lord. 

 

Will you, too, be a witness? What does it mean to be a witness, anyway? In Greek, the word for 

witness is martus, which also means martyr. A witness is a martyr. A witness is a person who is 

willing to leave the safety of Jerusalem to share the gospel with fellow Jews in Judea, with the 

ethnically impure in Samaria, and with the Gentiles to the ends of the earth. A witness is a person 

who is willing to bear testimony to the truth, no matter what the cost. A witness is one who 

always remains loyal and may even give up his or her life for the sake of the gospel. Butch 

O’Hare was a martyr, a witness to freedom and justice. Who in this place today will be a witness 

to Christ’s love? 
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Second, a witness is a channel. A witness communicates God’s grace, helps others claim the 

power of the Holy Spirit in their lives and stands with them as they grow. You and I are to be 

conduits or channels, not reservoirs or holding tanks. If all you and I do it take in Christianity, if 

all we do is study the Bible, listen to sermons, participate in endless classes and become talking 

heads but never put into action what we believe, we aren’t going anywhere.   

 

In the Christian faith, there has to be application. What we take in has to go out if we’re going to 

be witnesses. That’s what we saw during the mission moment this morning: countless ways in 

which First Church children, youth and adults serve as witnesses, channels of God’s grace to 

others. And that’s what we see as our high school youth sell corsages to support their mission 

project in Zimbabwe. 

 

Who’ll be a witness for my Lord; Who’ll be a witness for my Lord.  

Who’ll be a witness for my Lord; My soul is a witness for my Lord. 

  

Will you, too, be a witness?  

 

Third, a witness helps others find power. Do you remember to whom Luke wrote the books of 

Luke and Acts? He wrote to a man named Theophilus.  Theophilus was a new Christian, perhaps 

even a government official, who needed sound instruction in the faith. The word Theophilus 

means “lover of God.” Luke believed that Theophilus could not love God until he understood the 

story of what Jesus did and was continuing to do after his death. Theophilus needed more than 

instruction. He needed power, the power of the Holy Spirit. And Luke himself was the witness. 

  

Who will be a witness this morning? Will it be you? Butch O’Hare was a witness by offering up 

his life in pursuit of peace in our world. Butch’s father, Easy Eddie, was also a witness by 

turning his life around and testifying against Al Capone. But there was one more witness: 

Butch’s mother. When Butch was just a boy his parents divorced. Butch lived with his mother, 

Selma, in St. Louis, while his father, Easy Eddie, lived in Chicago. Butch’s mother is the one 

who was his daily witness to God’s grace and love.   

  

After Butch returned home from his famous air fight, he toured the country and became 

America’s favorite military hero. Yet Butch did not care for all the fanfare and crowds. He just 

wanted to do his part to win the war. His mother used to say that all the “boys” should be 

recognized for their efforts and not just her son, because each one was a hero and a witness.   

  

In 1943 Butch O’Hare chose to return to the war. On Thanksgiving Day, Selma was with Butch’s 

sister in Phoenix, returning by car from Thanksgiving dinner when the radio announced that 

several Japanese planes had been shot down during the battle for the Gilbert Islands in the South 

Pacific, with the loss of only one American plane. “That’s Edward,” Selma said instantly. “Oh, 

Mother, don’t be ridiculous,” Marilyn responded. “It’s Edward,” Selma insisted. Official word 

came on December 9 that Butch was missing in action, his plane shot down. A mother’s 

intuition.  A mother’s love. A mother’s witness. 

 

Who will be a witness today? Who will claim the joy of a spirit-filled life and then help others 

get in touch with the Holy Spirit and claim their power? Remember, there are very few examples 
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in two thousand years of Christian history of people becoming disciples with no direct influence 

from witnesses through whom Jesus communicated love and power.   

 

Who will be a witness right here in Birmingham? Will it be you? It doesn’t matter how old you 

are, what you do or where you come from. How is God calling you to bear testimony to the 

truth?  How is God calling you to be a channel of grace and hope for our broken world? How is 

God calling you to help others claim the power of abundant life in Christ? Who will be a 

witness? It’s never too late to be a witness. Will it be you? 

 

Who’ll be a witness for my Lord; Who’ll be a witness for my Lord.   

Who’ll be a witness for my Lord; My soul is a witness for my Lord.  
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