


Order of Worship 
 

“Take heart, even at the unlikeliest moments. Fear not. Be alive. 

Be merciful. Be human. And most unlikely of all: even when you can’t believe, 

even if you shy away at the sounds of his name. be Christ. 

Rev. Frederick Buechner 

 

Please silence your cell phone. 

 

 

THE GATHERING AND QUIET PREPARATION  Bradford Anderson 

    

*THE HYMN OF CELEBRATION NO. 64    “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!” 

  

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader:  God is more concerned with our character than with our comfort, 

People: God’s goal is not to pamper us physically so much as to perfect us spiritually. 

Leader:   And what that means, in part, is that we are called to “live beyond”... 

People:   To “live beyond” our desires and our feelings and our impulses and our wants, 

Leader:  And to build our lives on the solid foundation 

People:  Of time-tested principles and rock-solid commitments and deeply enduring 

values that have withstood the whims of each passing generation. 

Leader: We are a work in progress, each one of us here this morning, and God is wanting to 

build us 

People: Into a solid and mature and deeply anchored human being whose life is rooted  

 in God’s love. 

Leader: Let us always remember that our character is more important to God than our comfort, 

People: And that God’s goal is to perfect us spiritually and not to pamper us physically! 

Leader: Let us rejoice that God believes we can mature and grow! 

People: Thanks be to God who sees what we can be! 

 

*THE CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE NO. 98 (Refrain) 

 Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear his voice! 

 Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice! 

 O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son 

 and give him the glory, great things he hath done! 

* * * 

THE TIME OF WELCOME AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

The Ritual of Friendship folder is located at the center aisle; please sign and pass. 



THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (11:00) 

Congregational Response: With God’s help we will so order our lives after the example of 

Christ, that this child, surrounded by steadfast love, may be established in the faith, 

and confirmed and strengthened in the way that leads to life eternal. Amen.  

 

THE ANTHEM (9:30 & 11:00) “Shall We Gather at the River” Earlene Rentz 

  Wesley Men 

* * *  

THE INVITATION TO CONFESSION 

 

THE UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION   

God of our salvation, our rescue, our health: all things are yours. When we bring our 

hearts and hands and voices to worship, we bring back what is yours. Yet we do not 

serve you as we should. Our world is racked by tensions that come from the worship of 

things not worthy of you. Our goodwill toward others has no firm foundation and 

crumbles at the first real testing. Forgive us, O God. Confirm us with your way of 

righting wrong, your strange work of redemption through the sacrificial love of Jesus. 

Help us to love one another as he has loved us as we bring our silent confessions and 

prayers before you... 

 

THE SILENT PRAYER 

 

THE WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever. Amen. 

 

THE OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS  

“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, and thus put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts; see if I will not 

open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an overflowing blessing.” Malachi 3:10 

 

THE OFFERTORY “O God Beyond All Praising” arr. Forrest 

 Chancel Choir 

 



*Congregation Standing ***Seating of Worshipers 

 

 

 

 
1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Gary Haller, Senior Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

*THE DOXOLOGY NO. 94 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

*THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

* * * 

*THE HYMN OF PREPARATION NO. 66    “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” 

 

THE GOSPEL Mark 9:38-41 (Pew Bible page 922) 

This is God’s living Word for God’s living people! ~ “Thanks be to God!” 

 

THE SERMON That Radical Jesus:  

 “Those Not Against Us Are For Us!” 

 Rev. Gary Haller 

 

*THE HYMN OF DEDICATION NO. 157    “Jesus Shall Reign” 

 

*THE BENEDICTION AND PERIOD OF SILENCE 

Please remain quietly in your pew during the recession of the clergy. 

 
*THE POSTLUDE     


