
  March 26, 2017 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 



Order of Worship 
 

“To be Christian...is to claim that God is fully present in the human Jesus in a manner and  

fullness not realized in any other creature. It is to claim the way of knowing called faith, with  

the willingness to imagine the world that is imagined by the scripture, so that when we look  

at the human Jesus we see also God’s only son…” —Dr. Luke Timothy Johnson 

 

 

THE GATHERING AND QUIET PREPARATION   

 “Martyrdom” (Alas and Did My Savior Bleed) Hubert Parry 

    

*THE HYMN OF CELEBRATION NO. 156    “I Love to Tell the Story” 

  

*THE CALL TO CELEBRATION   

Leader:  To believe in Jesus Christ does not mean simply to believe in God, 

People: For almost all other religions believe in God in one way or the other. 

Leader:   Instead, to believe in Jesus Christ means to believe in God in a very specific way, 

People:   In the way that Jesus presented God to us and in the way that Jesus embodied 

God in his own person. 

Leader:  God for us, therefore, is not just an “inner light” or a “higher power” or the “ground  

of our being,” 

People:  Nor is God for us just a “spiritual presence” or a “mystical being” as some have 

described him, 

Leader: But rather God is a very distinct and real person 

People: Whose face we have seen in the face of Jesus, 

Leader: Whose heart we have glimpsed in the heart of Jesus, 

People: And whose mind we have discerned in the mind of Jesus. 

Leader: It all begins with Jesus for us, it culminates with Jesus for us, 

People: For in Jesus Christ we see the love of God by which all else is measured! 

Leader: It is Jesus Christ who makes our worship different 

People: From all the other kinds of worship in the world. 

Leader: For Jesus is the unsurpassable revelation of God! 

People: And he is why we’re here this morning! 

 

*THE CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE NO. 191 (Verses 1 & 3) 

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.  

Little ones to him belong; they are weak, but he is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

Jesus loves me, still today, walking with me on my way, 

wanting as a friend to give light and love to all who live. 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 



* * * 

THE TIME OF WELCOME AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

The Ritual of Friendship folder is located at the center aisle; please sign and pass. 

 

THE MISSION MOMENT: UMW Rummage Sale Ted McClew 

 

THE ANTHEM  

 (9:30) “I Love to Tell the Story” 

  Disciple Choir 

 (11:00) “A Mountain Psalm” Helen Kemp 

  Covenant Choir 

* * *  

THE INVITATION TO CONFESSION 

 

THE UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION   

Gracious God, forgive us. Like those who witnessed Jesus’ life and heard his words yet 

did not believe, we too have seen wonders yet have hardened our hearts. We have 

joyfully received the grace you offer to everyone, but we refuse your grace to those we 

think are sinners. We confess the many times that our pessimism has caused us to 

doubt, our criticism has wounded others, and our words and actions have distanced us 

from you. O God, forgive us and in your mercy renew us, that with open hearts we 

may believe and renew our trust in you. You know our hearts, now hear our silent 

confessions... 

 

THE SILENT PRAYER 

 

THE WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever. Amen. 

 

THE OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS  
“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, and thus put me to the test, say the Lord of hosts; see if I will not open the 

windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an overflowing blessing.” Malachi 3:10 

 



*Congregation Standing ***Seating of Worshipers 

THE OFFERTORY “We Believe” John Purifoy 

 Chancel Choir 

  

*THE DOXOLOGY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

* * * 

*THE HYMN OF PREPARATION NO. 189    “Fairest Lord Jesus” 

 

THE SCRIPTURE John 1:1-5, 14-18 (Pew Bible, pg. 968) 

This is God’s living Word for God’s living people! ~ “Thanks be to God!” 

 

THE SERMON Half Truths:  

 “God Said It, I Believe It, That Settles It!” 

 Rev. Gary Haller 

 

*THE HYMN OF DEDICATION NO. 555    “Forward Through the Ages” 

 

*THE BENEDICTION AND PERIOD OF SILENCE 

Please remain quietly in your pew during the recession of the clergy. 

 
*THE POSTLUDE    “Aberystwyth” (O Love How Deep) Ashley Grote 


