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The Final Five 

We never are able to hold 

time firmly in our hands. 

Rather, time has a way of 

running away from us. 

Moments I earnestly desire to 

hold onto and relish are, in 

truth, here-and-gone. One 

such moment was our three 

Easter Sunday services. The 

Chancel Choir, led by Casey 

Proch, was superb. Doris Hall’s 

organ playing, particularly her 

Widor’s “Toccata” postlude, was outstanding. My thanks 

to the ushers and greeters and everyone who helped to 

make this a joyful and welcoming Easter Sunday for our 

members and guests! 

As I stood in front of the 9:30 worship service, as 

crowded as I’ve ever seen it and knowing that the 

Fellowship Hall was overflowing, I wished I had brought 

my phone into the pulpit to take photos to remember. 

So I did that at the 11:00 a.m. service! Many of you 

saw me taking a few (hopefully discreet) photos of the 

large congregation and the choir. I’m glad I did that. After 

all, it’s my final Easter Sunday with you here at 

Birmingham First, and perhaps my last Easter sermon 

ever.  

I wish to express my gratitude for those who told me 

this was the most meaningful Easter sermon they’ve 

heard. Easter is a day when pastors work their hardest 

trying to interpret and communicate the core of the 

Christian truth. I often hear preachers say they can’t find 

anything new to say about Easter, but that’s never been 

my problem! It’s simply a privilege and challenge to “open 

up” Easter and I hope I was able to do so in a way that 

made ancient truth come alive.  

And now, as time slips away, I come to my final 

sermon series. I’ve titled it I’m Still Growing. It’s my 

“final five”! I rejected the title of “All’s Well That Ends,” 

which was the motto of a divinity school publication I 

edited. The subtitles of this series focus on what I’ve 

learned about a variety of core subjects: Grace, Growth, 

Faith, Love and Following Christ.  

One of my favorite hymns contains this line: 

“Time, like an ever-rolling stream, bears all its 

sons away; They fly, forgotten, as a dream dies at 

the opening day.” That ever-rolling stream is moving 

fast now! I truly hope to see you at these final five 

services. Much is happening in them. And God will meet 

you there! 

Pastor Gary Haller 
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Intercessory Prayer 

The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord 

during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered 

prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events. 

Contact Elise Norwood (enorwood@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3127) or use a 

Prayer Request Card, available in the Sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be dropped 

off in the Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office. 

Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

April 17: Judy Ford 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Monday, 

April 10: Joan Duncan, Jan Everson, Ramona McMaken, Chuck Mentzer, Tracy Tripp 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Brad and Christine Fields and family on the death of his 

grandmother, Phyllis Worl, on April 13. A service was held in Indiana. 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Dan and Sharon Ulep and family on the death of his aunt, 

Vilma Consolacion, on April 15. A service will be held in the Philippines. 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Rev. Zack and Rachael Dunlap and family on the death of 

her grandmother, Geraldine Jensen, on April 16. A service will be held in Wisconsin. 

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Lisa Lyon, and next week’s 

message is by Greg LaBrake with the title “I Want to See the Son Rise.” To listen, call 248-

646-6407 and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system. 

….that Taizé worship is Thursday, April 20 at 6:45 p.m. in the Runkel Chapel. Come worship 

in a quiet, contemplative and sacred way of communing with God, have a private prayer with 

Pastor Suzanne Walls, or experience Reiki healing touch.  

….that we are starting a new weekly video message, “Looking Forward Fridays,” that features 

our new pastors, Rev. Elbert Dulworth and Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin. The video messages will 

be emailed to Steeple Notes recipients, posted on the website, and shared on Facebook and Twitter. Watch for the 

debut on April 21. 

….that Fair Trade coffee will be available for purchase during the coffee hours on April 23.  

….that we may have something you lost! Please check the Lost and Found table during the coffee hours on April 23 to 

see what may belong to you. All unclaimed items will be donated to the Rummage Sale.  

….that the Detroit Methodist Chorale, under the direction of Chris and Doris Hall, is on tour in the Holy Land. They 

will perform four concerts with a choir group of 28 travelers. Please keep this group in your prayers and follow along 

on their travels through their Facebook blog at facebook.com/DetMethodistChorale. 

Did You Know 

mailto:enorwood@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.facebook.com/DetMethodistChorale
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Children, Student and Family Ministries 

For information about our Children’s Ministry activities (Crib through 5th Grade),  

check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First Kids,  

or contact us at sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org to receive a monthly email newsletter. 

Want to get the inside scoop on First Student Ministries?  

The Middle School Newsletter has information for middle school students.  

“Make Your Mark” is our newsletter for high school students.  

Get your free subscription today! Sign up under “E-News” on the church website. 

2017 Graduates! It’s time to celebrate you! Check your mailboxes for a special invitation to 

the 2017 Graduate Recognition Breakfast and service on Sunday, May 21. Breakfast will be at 9:30 

a.m. with the graduate recognition at the 11:00 traditional service. Families are welcome to attend 

with their graduate. Please RSVP to Beth Torrey (btorrey@fumcbirmingham.org) with graduate’s 

name, number attending and post-graduation plans.  

Opportunities for Adults 

Bringing Scripture to Life….Would you like to learn and practice a new way to read scripture and know that God 

is speaking to you and with you? The Faith Formation Ministry is hosting three monthly evening sessions for 

participants to learn and practice the Lectio Divina method, an ancient form of Christian prayer that can consciously 

deepen your relationship with God through scripture. Please sign up in the church office for one, two or all three 

sessions: April 20, May 23 and June 20 from 7:00-8:00 p.m. in the Martin Room. Questions? Contact Jill Hockman 

(jillwh@scbglobal.net).  

Bible 101….Dr. Todd Hibbard is offering a unique class for those interested in becoming more comfortable with 

navigating the Bible. “Bible 101: How to Begin to Study the Bible” will meet on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. from April 30 

through May 21. Please join Todd in Room 216 on April 30 to participate in this class. 

The Monday Night Adult Bible Study will resume on May 1 and begin studying the book of Hosea. Class members 

should prepare by reading Chapters 5 and 6 of the study guide and the associated chapters of Hosea. Don’t forget Dr. 

Hibbard’s guest lecture on the god Baal on May 8! 

Join Rev. Gary Haller for Discover First, a one-session class that will provide you with 

the knowledge, resources and relationships needed to take your next steps at 

Birmingham First and Berkley First. Associate clergy and ministry leaders will also 

attend. The session will be relaxed and informative as you learn more about The 

United Methodist Church and our local church. Near the end of the session there 

will be a short joining ceremony for those who decide to become members. We will 

meet in Thomas Parlor at Birmingham First on Sunday, April 30 from 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

There is a place for you at Birmingham First and Berkley First! 

Discover First 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/ministries/children-and-families/
https://www.facebook.com/Birmingham-First-Kids-252505732130/
mailto:sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions
mailto:btorrey@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:jillwh@scbglobal.net
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Live@First Presents MSU Men’s Glee Club 

Michigan State University Men’s Glee Club performs for the Live@First Concert Series on 

Saturday, April 22 at 7:30 p.m. Once called the Singing Statesmen, the MSU Men’s Glee Club 

represents one of the oldest organizations on campus. Live@First is excited to present the Men’s 

Glee Club in our Sanctuary for the very first time! Join director Jonathan Reed and the Men’s  

Glee Club for an evening of outstanding choral music. Tickets may be purchased at liveatfirst.org 

or in the church office. Adult tickets are $25 and, as always, students get free admission. 

Donate Curbside: 

 Sunday, April 23 from 4:00-8:00 p.m. Please do not bring items to the church before 4:00. 

 Monday and Tuesday, April 24 and 25, from 8:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 No donations accepted on Wednesday, April 26. 

Please donate items in good, working condition without rips, stains or chips. The sale 

incurs costs to dispose of damaged items. Visit the church website for lists of items 

needed and not accepted. Please safety pin or fold matching pair items (socks, gloves) 

together, label sheet size and tape sets together, bag small part of toys and electronics and tape to item, and box sets 

of dishes, glassware, silverware, etc. to stay together during sorting. 

Sale hours: 

 Wednesday, April 26 from 6:00-9:00 p.m. (30% markup) 

 Thursday, April 27 from 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. (marked price) 

 Friday, April 28 from 9:00-11:00 a.m. (bag day or half off) 

It’s Almost Time for the Rummage Sale: April 23-28 

New Members From March 19 

We hope you will give a big welcome to each one! 

Caitlin Dombrowski Nick and Jessica Haney Chip and Katie Hierlihy Bud and Sherry Hatrick 

Mallory Olson Early Scott-Wachter Levi Stegeman Nick and Kristen Zimmer 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/worship-and-music/music/live-at-first-2/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/umw-rummage-sale/
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Jesus was inherently political, but not in the ways people hoped he would be. In first 

century Palestine, they wanted him to incite a rebellion and throw off the shackles of 

Roman rule, but Jesus came to accomplish far greater—to inaugurate a Kingdom that is not 

of this world. Over the next five weeks at Berkley First, we’re exploring Jesus’ Kingdom 

parables in the Gospel of Matthew. This Sunday, come see what God can do with 

something as small as a mustard seed or a pinch of yeast.  

Pastor Zack Dunlap 

 

Craft & Crop for a Cause is back on Saturday, April 29 from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., benefiting Diapers for 

Detroit. Do you enjoy scrapbooking, knitting, art journaling, quilting, beading, needle arts or other crafts? All are 

welcome! Bring your own supplies and join the fun as we work on our crafts and scrapbooks together. Come when 

you can and leave when you must. Continental breakfast, lunch, demos, giveaways and devotions. $40/person. 

Registration closes April 25. Go to fumcbirmingham.org/craftandcrop or call Katie (248-399-3698) for more 

information or to register online.  

Berkley/Royal Oak CROP Hunger Walk is coming on Sunday, May 7. Join the Berkley First team as we walk 

to end hunger in our community and around the world! There are three walks—one, three and five miles—all 

beginning at Greenfield Presbyterian. We will meet at 1:30 p.m. and begin the walks at 2:00 p.m., followed by a 

celebration with music, food and wonderful fellowship! Visit crophungerwalk.org/berkleymi to learn about CROP 

Walk, and contact Patty Reynolds (patty1229@yahoo.com or 248-376-2475) for sign-up information. 

Berkley First: Mustard and Yeast 

 

A word from Rev. Jon Reynolds, our guest preacher at Shine this Sunday: 

My name is Jon Reynolds, and my claim to fame is that I’m married to one of your associates 

at Birmingham, Rev. Lindsey Hall. I currently serve as an associate pastor at Rochester, St. 

Paul’s UMC. I’m a proud dad, pastor and husband. 

The prodigal son passage is unmistakably one of the most phenomenal stories of grace in 

scripture. Join us on Sunday as we explore how this passage’s lesson on forgiveness can 

speak to us today. 

Shine: Welcome Rev. Jon Reynolds 

2nd Annual Endowment Dinner 

You are warmly invited to the 2nd Annual Endowment Dinner on Friday, May 12 at  

6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. A Michigan-themed dinner will be prepared by Cass  

Catering, compliments of the Endowment Committee. This is not a fundraiser, but  

simply an opportunity to learn about and celebrate the recent work of our Endowment.  

The high point of the evening will be a reflection by the Rev. Faith Fowler. She will 

reflect upon her life with a presentation entitled “Sentimental Journey.” 

All members and friends of the congregation are welcome to attend. Reservations required  

and seating is limited. Please RSVP in the church office. 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/craftandcrop/
http://www.crophungerwalk.org/berkleymi%C2%A0
mailto:patty1229@yahoo.com
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
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Opportunities for Outreach 

Looking for a unique Mother's Day gift? Want to tell her it’s also helping the homeless at 

Art & Soul in Detroit? Then join us during the coffee hours on Sunday, April 30 to find the 

perfect gift. In addition to one-of-a-kind jewelry created by our volunteers, the Mio UMC 

Quilting Group, located in Northern Michigan, has donated some superb quilted tote bags and 

purses to benefit Birmingham First’s Art & Soul ministry. The talented quilters took pieces and 

parts for purse making and fabrics donated to Art & Soul to make these outstanding items. 

Another connection? They also support the NOAH Project that is supported by many of the 

smaller United Methodist churches in Michigan. Still want more ideas? Check out the Flowered 

Ladies for sale. Happy Mother’s Day! For more information, contact Susan Greenhalgh (sbgreenhalgh@gmail.com). 

Come to Lunch! The Mission Ministry is hosting a luncheon on Sunday, May 7 at 12:15 p.m. in Thomas Parlor. The 

featured speakers will be the leadership team from our mission in the Czech Republic. Our guests will share their 

work in the Christian Help Center in a suburb of Prague and the impact our support has had on the success of this 

mission. It is an exciting story of mission and ministry to the homeless there. Please sign up during the coffee hours on 

April 23 or 30, in the church office during the week, or email Donna Haymond (dghaymond@aol.com). Deadline for 

reservations is May 1. 

Appliances Needed….At the Brightmoor Free Store, a shopper recently remarked, “We finally found a house. Now 

we need appliances!” To make a house a home, working appliances are needed, as well as mattresses to sleep on. Now 

that spring has arrived, many plans are being made to remodel, downsize or move. Please consider donating what you 

no longer need to the Brightmoor community. We will pick them up at your convenience and thankfully give you a 

donation form. Please call Sharon Scripter (248-439-6345).  

Bread for the World….What should Christians say about the federal budget 

proposals that include large cuts to programs that fight hunger and poverty? That is 

the question that Bread for the World asks us to consider. This national Christian 

organization advocates for policies and programs that reduce hunger and poverty in 

the US and around the world—programs like Food Stamps in the US and 

international aid to fight starvation and improve the lives of people in the poorest 

countries. These programs are a very small part of the federal budget. For example, 

foreign aid is less than 1% of the budget. Christians who support these programs 

should write letters to Congress. On Sunday, April 30 we will have a chance to sign simple form letters to Congress in 

support of programs to reduce hunger and poverty. See bread.org for more information.  

Cass Make a Difference Day….Join us at Cass Community Social Services for Make a Difference Day on Saturday, 

May 6 from 9:00 a.m. to noon. Help us provide Cass with a spring clean up—weeding, mulching and planting both 

flower and vegetable gardens. This is a great outdoor activity for all and an opportunity to check out the seven tiny 

houses that are nearing completion. Please email Karla Bole (karla.bole@yahoo.com) if you will be joining us.  

Tiny Homes Progressive Dinner….Cass with host a progressive dinner in their seven Tiny Homes on May 25, 26 

and 27 at a cost of $45 per person. This will be your chance to both see the new homes and taste the wonderful food 

from Cass Catering and Matt Prentice. Check out casscommunity.org for more information. However, Cass has given 

us 12 free tickets for Thursday, May 25 from 6:00-7:00 p.m. as a thank you for all that our church has done for this 

great project. If you are interested, please contact Karla Bole (karla.bole@yahoo.com) and she will get those tickets to 

the first 12 responders.  

mailto:sbgreenhalgh@gmail.com
mailto:dghaymond@aol.com
http://bread.org/
mailto:karla.bole@yahoo.com
https://casscommunity.org/
mailto:karla.bole@yahoo.com
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Happening This Week 
Friday,  April 21 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Core Circuit (Berkley) 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

10:00 a.m. Zumba (Berkley) 

11:00 a.m.  Hatha Mat Yoga (Berkley) 

6:00 p.m. Merry Mates 

6:00 p.m. Parents Night Out  

Saturday,  April 22 

8:15 a.m. MS Interfaith Tour (Offsite) 

9:00 a.m. Pre Ballet 1 

10:00 a.m. Daddy/Daughter Dance 

11:00 a.m. Daddy/Daughter Dance 

7:30 p.m. Live@First Concert: MSU 

 Men’s Glee Club 

Sunday,  April 23 

8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship (Berkley) 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

12:00 p.m. Rummage Sale—Set Up 

4:00 p.m. Rummage Sale—Drop Off 

5:00 p.m. MS Bells 

5:30 p.m. Genesis Choir 

6:00 p.m.   Youth Group (Berkley) 

6:30 p.m. MS Youth Group (Offsite) 

6:30 p.m. IXOYC Choir 

7:30 p.m. HS Bells 

Monday,  April 24 

9:00 a.m. Chair Yoga (Berkley) 

8:30 a.m. Rummage Sale—Drop Off 

Tuesday,  April 25 

6:30 a.m.     Tuesday Men’s Bible Study 

8:30 a.m. Rummage Sale—Drop Off 

5:30 p.m. Hatha Mat Yoga (Berkley) 

 

Wednesday, April 26 

6:15 a.m.   Arbon Dennis (Gillett) 

6:00 p.m. Core Circuit (Berkley) 

6:00 p.m. Rummage Sale  

7:00 p.m. Zumba (Berkley) 

Thursday,  April 27 

9:00 a.m.   Chair Yoga (Berkley) 

10:00 a.m.  Rummage Sale 

4:15 p.m. Disciple Choir 

4:15 p.m. Sonshine Choir 

5:00 p.m. Cherub Choir 

5:00 p.m. Children’s Bells 

7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 

Friday,  April 28 

9:00 a.m. Core Circuit (Berkley) 

9:00 a.m. Rummage Sale  

10:00 a.m. Zumba (Berkley) 

11:00 a.m.  Hatha Mat Yoga (Berkley) 

  

Wednesday, April 19 

6:15 a.m.   Arbon Dennis  

7:30 a.m.   Word for Working Women  

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m.     GRIP 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Singing Bowls 

12:30 p.m. Cards in the Afternoon 

12:30 p.m.  Sisters 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

6:00 p.m. Core Circuit (Berkley) 

6:30 p.m. Young Adult Study (Offsite) 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop #1032 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Parent Meeting 

7:00 p.m. Cub Scout Pack Meeting 

7:00 p.m. Landscape Committee 

7:00 p.m. Trustees  

7:00 p.m. Zumba (Berkley) 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m.    Men’s Bible Study  

Thursday,  April 20 

9:00 a.m.   Chair Yoga (Berkley) 

9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Prelude: 24-36 Months 

10:15 a.m. Prelude: Walkers-24 Months 

11:00 a.m. Prelude: Newborns-Walkers 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Caregiver’s Support Group 

1:00 p.m. Mahjong 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

1:30 p.m. Tai Chi 

4:00 p.m. Spark 

4:15 p.m. Covenant Choir 

4:15 p.m. Disciple Choir 

4:15 p.m. Sonshine Choir 

5:00 p.m. Cherub Choir 

5:00 p.m. Children’s Bells 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

6:45 p.m. Taize Worship Service 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

7:00 p.m. Investment Committee 

7:00 p.m. Lectio Divina Class 

7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 

7:30 p.m. Unfinished Christian Women 
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Traditional Worship 
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Mark 2:13-17 

Matthew 6:25-34 

I’m Still Growing: 

“What I’ve Learned About Grace” 

Rev. Gary Haller 

Hymns 

“Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain” 

“Grace Greater than Our Sin” 

“Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise” 

Anthems 

“I Heard Him Once” 

“Amazing Grace”  

Chancel Choir 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
11:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Luke 15:11-32 

Living Christ: 

“Coming Home” 

Rev. Jon Reynolds 

April 19, 2017 

The Liturgists are Mark Swarthout at 8:15 and 9:30, 

Todd Hibbard at 11:00, and Rev. Lindsey Hall at Shine.  

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed in memory of Edna Thomas by Don Thomas, 

husband, and Doris Whitney, sister. 

Steeple Notes is published weekly by First United Methodist Church.  

Notices should be in writing and submitted to Janet Smylie in the church office by 5:00 p.m. on Monday.  

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Christ for 

ministry and mission in the world. 

 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All 

Put Love Into Action 

Honor God Through Excellence 

Embrace Bold Vision 

Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth 

Support One Another 

Sunday, April 23, 2017 

 

1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •   fumcbirmingham.org 
office@fumcbirmingham.org   

 Gary Haller, Senior Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and  
Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and  
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

Weekly Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Matthew 13:31-33 

A Different Kind of King: 

“Mustard and Yeast” 

Rev. Zack Dunlap 

 

2820 12 Mile Road  •  Berkley, MI 48072 

248-399-3698 •  berkleyfirst.org 

 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+2%3A13-17&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A25-34&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A11-32&version=NRSV
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13%3A31-33&version=NRSV
https://www.berkleyfirst.org

