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Thanks, I Love You, and Goodbye 

Final words are always so 

difficult, and often banal, so I’ll 

keep mine brief. They are 

“Thanks, I Love You, and 

Goodbye.” 

First, “Thanks!” for your 

love poured out upon our 

family in so many ways. You 

are a church which has always 

cared for your pastors. So 

many of you encouraged us, 

spoke kindly to us, gave good counsel, gave needed hugs, 

saw us through heartbreaks, forgave us, lifted up our 

flagging spirits, and in so many ways embodied the love of 

Christ for us. Your send-off on Sunday was wonderful—

thank you to everyone who made that possible. And 

thank you for the most-generous love gifts and the many 

cards, hugs and spoken words. To all of this I can only 

respond, “Thank you, thank you, thank you!” 

Second, I love you. To look into your faces on a 

Sunday morning, in a reception line or by chance meeting 

is, as Jacob said, “Like looking into the face of God.” As I 

said on Sunday, quoting Paul’s letter to Philippi, 

“Therefore, my brothers and sisters whom I love and 

long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord!” You 

are “my joy and crown.” More important than any 

pastor, however, is to know that God loves you and is 

with you.  

The third word I speak is “Goodbye.” Every face, 

every family brings a new and separate rush of emotion. 

We have experienced crisis, joy, victory, failure, growth, 

birth and death, marriage, baptism, confirmation, prayer, 

healing, confession and forgiveness—the list of what we 

have shared together goes on and on. The most 

profound experiences of life have been ours. How does 

one say “Goodbye” to those? Not easily; not well.  

While I’ll take care of business and help respond to 

emergencies for the next month, I’ll no longer perform 

pastoral functions such as weddings, funerals or baptisms 

here. Distance (Iowa!) necessitates that and it’s good 

pastoral etiquette. And this is as it should be, as you’ll be 

under the very capable leadership of a new Senior 

Pastor, Rev. Elbert Dulworth. As you did for Laurie 

and me and other pastors here, give Elbert and Shawn 

Lewis-Lakin (your new Senior Associate) your love and 

full support. They are both very gifted and have the skills 

needed “for such a time as this.” Do everything in 

your power to welcome Elbert and Dawn and 

Shawn and Barb. They will be a great blessing for you!  

Perhaps our saving grace just now is to remember that 

“Goodbye” is a consolidation of the older English 

greeting “God be with ye.” I know this: God is 

here, and now is the time when God has called you to 

do something that matters. In the name of God, strive to 

do great things! Life would not be worth living without 

great challenges and the new possibilities they bring.  

And remember: you will always be my joy and my 

crown.  

In Christ’s Love, 

Pastor Gary Haller 

P. S. We all owe Tove Jackson, Staff-Parish 

Relations Chair, a debt of gratitude. She has 

overseen this transition so very well. Please show her 

your appreciation! 
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

May 22: Bev Cooper, Chris Hall 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following person, released from the hospital since Monday,  

May 15: Isabel Bath 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Bob and Janet Rice and family on the death of his mother, 

Donna Rice, on May 6. 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Erik Karell and Alicia Smith Karell on the death of her 

father, David T. Smith, on May 10 in Georgia.  

Our Blessings are shared with Blair Munro and Adam Fuller, married in our Sanctuary on May 20. 

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Lisa Lyon, and next week’s 

message is by Greg LaBrake with the title “The Last Full Measure.” To listen, call 248-646-

6407 and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system. 

….that the Hunger Ministry Cupcake Walk is Sunday, June 4 in Fellowship Hall. Bakers 

and volunteers are needed. All proceeds go to Metropolitan Detroit agencies: Gleaners, 

Baldwin Center, Cass Community, Forgotten Harvest, Dort Lighthouse and more. Sign up 

in the church office or during the coffee hours.  

….that Boy Scout Troop 1032 is sponsoring a Blood Drive to honor a fellow Scout with 

a blood disorder. Give blood on Sunday, June 4 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Bloomfield American Red Cross (4190 

Telegraph Road). For an appointment, visit redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code BST1032 or call 1-800-733-

2767. 

….that the 6th Annual Birmingham in the Garden Tour is Saturday, July 15. The self-paced tour is open from 

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Tickets are $10 in advance and $15 the day of the tour. Tickets are available in the church office. 

Did You Know 

Summer Schedule 

Summer Worship Hours begin June 4.  

Traditional Worship   8:30 and 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Shine Contemporary Worship   10:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Nursery care and Sunday school are offered at the 10:00 hour. 

Summer Office Hours begin June 5. 

Monday-Thursday     8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Friday 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Christian Life Center Summer Hours begin May 30. 

Monday-Thursday  7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Friday    7:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/
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Children, Student and Family Ministries 

For information about our Children’s Ministry activities (Crib through 5th Grade),  

check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First Kids,  

or contact us at sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org to receive a monthly email newsletter. 

Want to get the inside scoop on First Student Ministries?  

The Middle School Newsletter has information for middle school students.  

“Make Your Mark” is our newsletter for high school students.  

Get your free subscription today! Sign up under “E-News” on the church website. 

Recyclable Materials Needed! Please drop off the listed materials in the designated box outside the Children and 

Family Ministry office. These items will be used during this year’s Maker Factory-themed Vacation Bible School in June. If 

you have any questions, please contact Kim Bowyer (kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3134).  

 Clean plastic tubs with lids (18+ needed: Cool Whip, cottage cheese, yogurt, butter, etc.) 

 Clean coffee cans (60 needed: plastic with lids or metal without lids) 

 Stacks of newspaper in a paper bag (6 full bags needed) 

 Brown paper grocery bags (60+ needed, solid brown color preferred) 

 PVC pipes 

 Leftover paint: bright colors only (i.e. red, purple, yellow, aqua, etc.) 

 Dryer venting 

 Old boxed fans (working or not) 

 Wrapping paper tubes 

 3, 4, 5 lb. buckets 

 Empty paint cans 

Our Baptism Class explains the biblical basis for why our church baptizes infants 

and children, the unique benefits of baptism, and how God works in the lives of 

infants, children and their parents to produce spiritual growth and the ongoing 

ministry of the church. Led by clergy and lay staff, the next class for parents will be 

Sunday, June 11 at 5:00 p.m. Summer baptisms will take place during worship on June 

18, July 16 and August 20. Please contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 3121 or 

office@fumcbirmingham.org) to register for the class or to schedule a baptism.  

45 Christians Local Summer Mission Trip: For What Are You Known?  

Who: All current third, fourth and fifth graders are welcome, along with 

parent volunteers and siblings.  

When: Sunday, July 15 from 9:30-11:30 a.m. and July 17-20 

What: Each morning we will serve God’s children in Detroit, and then in the 

afternoon will enjoy fellowship in the city. 

Where: Meet at Birmingham First; carpool; serve at church and have fun in 

Detroit! 

Why: Community service, fun and fellowship. Bring a friend along! 

Registration: Available on the church website and due by June 23. 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/ministries/children-and-families/
https://www.facebook.com/Birmingham-First-Kids-252505732130/
mailto:sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/45c-trip/
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This Sunday we kick off a new series we’re simply calling Matriarchs. You hear a lot in Jewish 

and Christian circles about the patriarchs: Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Over the next four 

weeks we’re looking at those same stories of faith from the perspective of their better halves: 

Sarah, Hagar, Rebekah, Rachael and Leah. You’ll be amazed how much we can glean from the 

ancient stories of these women of faith! 

Pastor Zack Dunlap 

Berkley First: Sarah and Hagar 

 

The Rev. Paul Perez is an ordained Deacon in The United Methodist Church and currently 

serves as Director of Mission and Justice Engagement and Leadership Recruitment of the Detroit 

Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church. Previously he served as Deacon at 

Newburg UMC in Livonia and founding Director of Justice for Our Neighbors – Southeastern 

Michigan, a United Methodist related immigration legal aid clinic. Paul is an alumnus of Michigan 

State University and Wesley Theological Seminary. He lives in Livonia with his wife, Anne, and 

their three children, Joshua, Sofia and Charles.  

We hope you will join us for a special Memorial Day weekend Shine service on the front lawn at 11:00. Come worship 

outside in the midst of God’s beautiful creation under one of his majestic trees. 

Shine: Welcome Rev. Paul Perez 

Since 2002, our congregation has welcomed a seminary intern from Duke Divinity School 

each summer to learn and serve alongside our church and community. This year we are 

blessed to have Hope Ledbetter serve with us!   

Hope is a native of Raleigh, NC, and grew up at Edenton Street UMC. She just completed 

her first year at Duke Divinity School, where she is pursuing a Master of Divinity degree. 

Hope is a graduate of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where she studied 

Psychology and Environmental Studies. 

This past summer Hope worked at her home church as they launched Southeast Raleigh 

Table, their newest site. During her time at the University of North Carolina, she interned in youth ministry and 

served as an Interim Youth Director at Christ UMC. Hope also served as a Co-President and Spiritual Growth Chair 

of UNC Wesley Campus Ministry, and as a Pastoral Intern at Wesley Memorial UMC. She also spent a summer 

learning about international development work in Busia, Uganda, where she volunteered with a primary school and 

orphanage. 

This summer Hope will be busy serving at our Birmingham Campus, Berkley Campus, and at Cass Community Social 

Services in Detroit. Hope will have an opportunity to preach, teach a Bible study class, and get to know our 

congregation by participating in our many ministries. Please join us in worship this Sunday as we welcome our seminary 

intern, Hope!  

Pastor Lindsey Hall 

Duke Intern: Welcome Hope Ledbetter 
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Happening This Week 
1:30 p.m. Tai Chi 

6:00 p.m. Spring Program: 5 Yr. Olds 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

7:00 p.m. Dance Recital 

Friday,  May 26 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m.  Hatha Mat Yoga (Berkley) 

Saturday, May 27 

Building Closed 

Sunday,  May 28 

8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship 

9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship (Berkley) 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

Monday,  May 29 

Building Closed—Memorial Day  

Tuesday,  May 30 

9:30 a.m.    Tuesday Women’s Study 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

11:45 a.m. Preschool: 5 Yr. Old 

Graduation 

7:00 p.m. Tuesday Study (Berkley) 

Wednesday, May 31 

6:15 a.m.   Arbon Dennis (VanderMolen) 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. UMW Committee 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

12:30 p.m. Cards in the Afternoon 

6:30 p.m. Boy Scout Troup #1032 

8:00 p.m.    Men’s Bible Study  

Thursday,  June 1 

9:00 a.m.   Chair Yoga (Berkley) 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:00 a.m. Thursday Morning Study 

(Berkley) 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Caregiver’s Support Group 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

1:30 p.m. Tai Chi 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

8:00 p.m.  Pub Theology-Patrick J’s 

 (Berkley) 

Friday,  June 2 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

 

Wednesday, May 24 

6:15 a.m.   Arbon Dennis  

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Esther Circle Luncheon 

12:30 p.m. Cards in the Afternoon 

12:30 p.m.  Aware! 

3:30 p.m.   Dance Dress Rehearsal 

6:00 p.m.   Core Circuit (Berkley) 

6:30 p.m. First Nurses 

6:00 p.m.   Henderson Planning Meeting 

6:30 p.m.   Spring Program 4 Yr. Olds 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop #1032 

7:00 p.m.  Landscape Committee 

7:00 p.m. Zumba (Berkley) 

8:00 p.m.    Men’s Bible Study  

Thursday,  May 25 

9:00 a.m.   Chair Yoga (Berkley) 

9:00 a.m. Mother’s Study 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:00 a.m. Thursday Morning (Berkley) 

9:30 a.m. Prelude: 24-36 Months 

10:15 a.m. Prelude: Walkers-24 Months 

11:00 a.m. Prelude: Newborns-Walkers 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Mahjong 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

A Memorial Day Remembrance 

Any proud American recognizes this holiday for what it is: a remembrance of those who made the ultimate sacrifice so 

we could continue to live in a free country. Our history is punctuated with periods of conflicts and wars, from the 

Revolutionary War that established our independence to present day terrorists. It is interesting to speculate what 

America would look like if the British had won. What if the Germans or Japanese had defeated the US in WWII? But 

now, in 2017, we seem to be a country that is taking for granted this freedom, and the very freedom that we have 

fought for is becoming the freedom of our internal conflict. Without a deep appreciation for those who sacrificed for 

us, it is natural to take it for granted. Remember 911? We all felt it then again, but it seems as if Americans have a 

short memory. 

Our Christian freedom comes at an even higher price: the sacrifice of God’s only Son. This too can become distant in 

our walk with Christ and our lives slip into mediocrity, or as John called it in the Revelation, we become “lukewarm.” 

We have the highest standard and example in the life of Christ, and the freedom we enjoy from his sacrifice is not a 

freedom to be lazy. Shouldn’t we all be passionate about giving to God our entire lives, including that final and ultimate 

gift? And in doing so, we join in the memory of all legacy givers, but more importantly, we exercise our generosity not 

out of compulsion but in thanksgiving with joy. 
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Traditional Worship 
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Psalm 100 

“Praise God!” 

Rev. Lindsey Hall 

Hymns  

“All Creatures of Our God and King”  

“Praise the Lord Who Reigns Above”  

“Holy! Holy! Holy!” 

Anthems 

“How Firm a Foundation” 

“Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee”  

Chancel Choir 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
11:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

John 4:5-42 

Living Christ 

Rev. Paul Perez 

May 24, 2017 

The Liturgists are Lee Gillett at 9:30 and Casey Proch 

at 11:00. 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed by Karen Hagenlocker and Henry Whiting in 

honor of their families. 

The Rosebud on the altar announces the birth of Belle 

Somona Bayless, born May 13 to Eli and Jill Bayless. 

The Welcome Center Flowers are placed by Jack and 

Janet Smylie in celebration of their 40th wedding 

anniversary. 

Steeple Notes is published weekly by First United Methodist Church.  

Notices should be in writing and submitted to Janet Smylie in the church office by 5:00 p.m. on Monday.  

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Christ for 

ministry and mission in the world. 

 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All 

Put Love Into Action 

Honor God Through Excellence 

Embrace Bold Vision 

Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth 

Support One Another 

Sunday, May 28, 2017 

 

1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •   fumcbirmingham.org 
office@fumcbirmingham.org   

 Gary Haller, Senior Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and  
Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and  
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

Weekly Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Genesis 18:1-15 

Matriarchs: 

“Sarah and Hagar” 

Rev. Zack Dunlap 

 

2820 12 Mile Road  •  Berkley, MI 48072 

248-399-3698 •  berkleyfirst.org 

 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/

