
To gather, nurture and equip disciples for ministry and mission. FEBRUARY 8, 2015 



Traditional Worship 

8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

Sanctuary 

Hymns 

“O Worship the King” 

“Stand By Me” 

“Eternal Father, Strong to Save” 

Anthems 

“My Soul’s Been Anchored in the Lord” 

Wesley Men 

“Sound the Trumpet! Praise Him!” 

Genesis Choir 

“Yesu Kwetu ni Rafiki” 

Covenant Choir 

“A Mighty Fortress is Our God” 

Chancel Choir 

Scripture 

Luke 8:22-25 

Sermon 

Launch Out: 

“Riding the Rapids”  

Rev. Laurie Haller 

Shine Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. 

Christian Life Center 

Scripture 

Psalm 37:3-4 

Sermon 

“THRIVE With Passion” 

Rev. Chad Oyer 

Worship at Troy Campus 

9:00 a.m. 

Sanctuary 

Sermon 

Rev. Suzanne Walls preaching 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

February 8, 2015 

The Liturgists are Rev. Gary Haller at 

8:15 and 9:30, and Rev. Gary Haller and 

Rev. Lindsey Hall at 11:00. 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the 

glory of God and placed in loving of Paul 

Michel by his parents and sisters. 

The Missions Candle is lit by Stephen and 

Susan Greenhalgh in memory of J. Robert 

Greenhalgh and Jeff Colby. 

The Greeters are Ken Cooper, Dan and 

Debbie Cragnolin, Lucy Evans, Gary Kratt, 

Patty Morse, Bob and Ellie Sutherland, 

Don Teichman and Donna Wilcox at 9:30, 

and Shellie Adams, Gretchen Brewer, 

George and Lucy Evans, Rick and Julie 

Forzano, Kerry Fox, Gayle Guenther, 

Carrie Ives and Barb Poff at 11:00. 

Sunday School 

Nursery care is offered at 9:30 and 11:00. 

9:30 a.m. 

Children’s Sunday School 

Middle School Sunday School 
Middle School Confirmation 

High School Youth Café  

Contemporary Study 
Covenant Bible Study 

Faith Builders 

Parents of Adolescents 

10:30 a.m.  
Adult Sunday School (Troy Campus) 

11:00 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School 

Fundamentals  
Sunday Scholar 

Sunday’s Usher Teams 

8:15 a.m. 
Head Usher: Fred Gardner 

9:30 a.m. 

Head Usher: Jim Valiquett 

Asst. Head Ushers: Duane Ralston, Imy Rouman 

11:00 a.m. 

Head Usher: John Carter 

Asst. Head Usher: John Miller 

11:00 a.m. Shine 
Lead Usher: Ted McClew 



Florence Lanard                       Elizabeth Travis 

January 18, 2015                       January 22, 2015 

“And I will dwell in the House of the Lord forever.” 

IN MEMORIAM 

The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to 

praise the Lord during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please 

let us know of any answered prayers, family members in the military returning 

home, births, marriages and other special events. Contact Elise Norwood.  

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are share with the following person, known to be in 

the hospital on Thursday, January 29: Pat Stoner 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following person, released from the 

hospital since Thursday, January 22: Dr. Bill Peirce 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with John and Ann Lundquist and 

family on the death of his mother, Margareta Lundquist, on January 24. 

DID YOU KNOW 

….that the Voice of Hope message for the week of February 8 will be recorded by Anita 

Barratt. To listen to this message, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is answered 

by our automated system. 

….that the Mission Moment on February 8 is for the Art and Soul Ministry that works with 

the homeless and previously homeless at Central UMC in Detroit. Our speaker will be 

Charles Lee, one of our Art and Soul artists. Items “Made in Detroit” by some of our other 

artists will be available for purchase during the coffee hours. Do join us! For more 

information or to participate in the Art and Soul Ministry, please contact Susan Greenhalgh.  

….that it’s not too late to sign up for the women’s retreat at Colombiere Retreat Center in 

Clarkston on February 27 and 28. Brochures with registration forms are available in the  

church office and on the church website, or sign up during the coffee hours on February 8.  

….that Renegade Gospel by Rev. Mike Slaughter is the book for our church-wide Lent 

study. In Renegade Gospel, Slaughter presents Jesus and his challenging message to inspire 

us during Lent, Easter, and through the year. This study begins the week of February 22 and 

ends by Good Friday. For a complete list of study groups and to register to participate, 

please see us during the coffee hours or contact Shawn David in the Faith Formation 

department.  

mailto:enorwood@fumbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/a-cup-of-our-life-umw-retreat/
mailto:sdavid@fumcbirmingham.org


CHILDREN, STUDENT, AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 

For information about our Children’s Ministry activities (Crib through 5th Grade),  

check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook FUMC Birmingham  

Children and Family Ministries, or contact us to receive a monthly e-mail newsletter. 

Want to get the inside scoop on First Student Ministries? 180seconds is a weekly e-mail 

newsletter with  the most current news for middle school and high school students. Get your 

free subscription today! Sign up under “E-mail Subscriptions” on our website. 

45 Christians, This is For You! Plan to attend the 45 C Lock-in on Friday, February 27 for 

a rare chance to spend the night at the church. This year we will discover “Who Do You 

Want To Be?” and do a service project for Cass Community Social Services. There will be 

food, fellowship, fun and flashlights! Fill out a registration form outside the Children’s 

Ministry office or on the church website. Contact Beth Torrey, Elementary Coordinator for 

more information.  

NEW PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR  

The FUMC Preschool is pleased to announce Lori Handzel has been named the new 

Director of the Preschool and Young Fives Program. Lori has a Masters of Education and 

brings experience in both early childhood and elementary education. She is a mother of three 

children, a dedicated volunteer in the Birmingham School district, and she and her husband 

Will are involved members of FUMC Birmingham. We welcome Lori to the team and look 

forward to her leadership.   

The FUMC Preschool and Young Fives program welcomes two new teachers. Marilyn 

Rankin has served as a substitute during this year and has gladly accepted a permanent lead 

teacher position in the Four Year Old Classroom. Marilyn has a BS in Elementary Education 

with a ZA Endorsement and has been a teacher in the Head Start program. Shari Wood is 

also joining the team as an assistant teacher in the Three Year Old Classroom. Shari has a 

BS in Elementary Education with a specialization in Early Childhood. We are thrilled to add 

these experienced teachers to the team.   

The FUMC Preschool and Young Fives Program would like to thank Sheila Smith for 

serving as the interim director. We greatly appreciate her willingness to step in and manage 

the program and teaching staff during the time of transition.   

The Academy Awards presentations will be held on February 22, almost two weeks earlier 

than last year. So our annual Jesus @ the Oscars will be held on Thursday, February 19 at 

7:00 p.m. This year the Oscar-nominated movies for Best Picture are Birdman, The 

Imitation Game, Boyhood, The Grand Budapest Hotel, Selma, American Sniper, The Theory 

of Everything and Whiplash. Join us as we watch the trailers of the nominated movies, enjoy 

popcorn, and are enriched by an outstanding panel of movie reviewers highlighting the faith 

elements of each film. See you at the movies! 

JESUS @ THE OSCARS 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions/
mailto:btorrey@fumcbirmingham.org


What do you care most about?  

     For what do you have a passion? 

          Where would you like to see your life make a difference? 

The Wright brothers are remembered for flight. Ford is 

remembered for the car. Martin Luther King, Jr. is 

remembered for equal rights. For what will you be 

remembered? 

Chad Oyer 

THRIVE WITH PASSION 

It was a weekend of laughter, tears, joy, sadness, inspiration, caring, grace and hope.  

Hundreds of people continually streamed in and out of the church during the last weekend in 

January. We had three funerals and receptions, including one on our Berkley campus; the 

Coal Trail Railroad concert; Unite 3 on 3 basketball; our Boy Scout troop overnight and 

Scout Sunday, my book launch, the Chili Cook-off, the Faith Formation Committee retreat, 

plus all of our normal children’s and youth activities.  

But sweetest of all was our Faith and Heritage membership class on Sunday night, where we 

overheard, “Walking down the hall, five different people will talk with me. There is a spirit 

of friendship here that is contagious. I love Jesus and am growing more in my faith. After 

you’ve seen so many examples of faith and love at this church, it affects you. You want to 

reach a little further and persevere a little longer. First Church is truly a community.” 

“I had a mentor at work who preached faith not just in church but in his everyday life. He 

inspired me to act like him and take somebody younger under my wing. He was a part of 

this church but had moved away. One Sunday we decided to worship here, and who should I 

see sitting in church but my mentor, who just happened to be back visiting. What a genuine 

place this is, with so much to offer for everybody.” 

“People always say hello to you at First Church. It’s such a friendly place, and there are very 

strong children’s, youth and family programs. Our children want to come here, and our five-

year-old says to us, ‘I want to know what the story is in Sunday school!’”  

Thanks be to God that First UMC is a place where love is spoken, love is shared and love is 

lived out.   

Blessings, 

Laurie Haller 

P.S. When you read this, our group of 21 pilgrims will be returning from the Holy Land. We 

can’t wait to share our stories with you!  

WHERE LOVE IS 



Sunday Social….Now that the holidays decorations are put away and it’s a little gray 

outside, it’s time to reconnect with friends and make some new ones. The next Sunday  

Social is February 15, and we hope that all seniors will join us for a lovely meal ($10) and 

an afternoon of connecting. We meet in Thomas Parlor after the 11:00 services and 

encourage anyone who is new to the church or has just never joined us to come and break 

bread with this wonderful group. Sign up in the church office or contact Sue Anderson Dale. 

Future Sunday Social dates are March 13, April 12 and May 10. 

Merry Mates….Bill Bohde, Senior Vice President, Detroit Metro Convention and Visitors 

Bureau, has important updates on the plans for growth that are taking place in Detroit. Join 

us on Friday, February 20 at 6:00 p.m. to meet and greet with a catered dinner ($13) at 6:30 

and the program to follow. RSVP to Bob and Sharon Pierce by early evening on Sunday, 

February 15. Merry Mates is a fellowship group for those in their fifties and up, and we 

welcome all to come and enjoy this evening with us. 

Desert Sisters Retreat, September 22-25….Desert Sisters invite you to follow Jesus and 

“come away to a quiet place” on a journey of Amazing Grace at the Northport Bay Retreat 

Center on the Leelanau Peninsula. The cost (TBD) will not exceed $300 and includes room, 

meals and program fees. First-time attenders will be given priority registration until 

February 15, after which all FUMC members and previous attenders may register, followed 

by non-members after March 15, space permitting. Call Joan Duncan to register. Your 

registration will be confirmed when Joan receives your $100 non-refundable deposit.  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FELLOWSHIP 

February 8 is Hunger Sunday, when all loose change in the offering goes to feed the 

hungry. For checks and bills, please use an offering envelope and mark the Hunger line. The 

money donated will be credited to our Hunger Ministry, which benefits eleven food 

providers for the hungry. Also, please visit the Home Foods Table during the coffee hours 

to purchase delicious baked goodies provided by the Chancel Choir, with all donations 

going to feed the hungry. The winter weather has increased the need for hunger donations to 

care for the large number of people needing shelter and nourishment. Every little bit helps.  

Rummage Sale Dollars at Work….Proceeds from the UMW Rummage Sales support 

many mission projects. At Cass Community Social Services, Rummage Sale dollars directly 

support programs such as the Saturday free medical clinic, housing of 250 children, women 

and men in shelters and transitional housing, hunger programs that provide 20,000 meals per 

week, and the Green Industries program. Be part of the Rummage Sale team. Volunteer for 

and donate to the UMW Rummage Sale, April 26-May 1. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUTREACH 

Losing someone is tough, and no one can tell you it’s not. Grief With Grace is a 

bereavement group that helps you navigate through the tough times, during the months and 

early years after a loved one’s death. Over lunch ($5), you will listen to, and share if you 

choose, about things we all have in common, and ponder issues and feelings that occur 

during these times in our lives. We meet in Thomas Parlor once per month. Please contact 

Mary Jane Russell or Sue Anderson Dale to reserve a spot. Meeting dates are February 16, 

March 16, April 20 and May 18. 

GRIEF WITH GRACE 

mailto:sueanderson@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:sueanderson@fumcbirmingham.org


Begin the Season of Lent with Ash Wednesday Worship….Worship on Ash Wednesday, 

February 18, will be offered at the following hours: 7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 

p.m., 4:00 p.m., 5:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. Each 30-minute service includes hymns, 

a meditation by one of our clergy, and the opportunity for imposition of ashes. Nursery care 

is offered with a reservation for the 5:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. services. Call Janet Hucke (248-

646-6407 ext. 3141) before Monday, February 16. 

United Methodist Women Brunch….Mark your calendars for a special morning of 

worship and fellowship on Ash Wednesday. Women of First Church will gather to worship 

at 9:00 a.m. and then enjoy brunch together in Fellowship Hall. Cost for brunch is $5. Please 

sign up in advance in the church office or at the UMW table during the coffee hours. 

Empty Bowls Soul Supper….Empty bowls remind us of hungry people in our metropolitan 

area and around the world. Our Hunger Ministry soup supper is an opportunity to fill those 

empty bowls. Over 20 local restaurants and bakeries donate their signature soups and breads. 

All proceeds go toward relieving hunger. Tickets will be sold during the coffee hours on 

Sundays, in the church office during the week, and at a the door. Individual tickets are $10; 

family tickets are $25. Free refills, carryout available, and desserts available for an 

additional contribution. Did we mention that you can also volunteer to help with the fun? 

See you on February 18 from 5:00-8:00 p.m.  

ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18 

For the year ended December 31, 2014, FUMC Birmingham’s Operating Budget had total 

receipts of $2,520,354. This was a 1.5% increase over last year and just about $19,000 short 

of Budget. On the expense side, total expenditures were roughly $58,000 ahead of last year 

but only $5,000 over Budget. Major items that were anticipated to increase were in 

Buildings and Grounds, Apportionments, and Employee Benefits. While Buildings and 

Grounds also exceeded the Budget by approximately $29,000, savings in other areas and 

careful expense management by employees helped offset those costs. Last year’s harsh 

winter and the associated increase in utilities, coupled with increased expenses related to 

plumbing, electrical, and boiler repairs accounted for these higher expenses. The bottom line 

was a net deficit of $23,487. An incredible accomplishment in light those challenges! The 

Balance Sheet remains strong with over $950,000 in cash and Unrestricted Funds of 

$317,473.   

What is truly amazing is that in addition to the $2.5 million collected for the Operating 

Budget, another $1,149,389 was given to our various designated funds! This includes 

donations to the Debt Retirement campaign, Home Fires, the South Wing, Endowment, the 

new playground, Partners in Mission, Imagine No Malaria, and Hunger, among others.   

What the “numbers” don’t reveal are all the ways that our congregation is inspired to 

support those in need and to share the grace of God in our community and around the world.  

We cannot put a dollar figure on the countless hours donated to support mission and 

ministry. Nor are we able to tally the countless bags of groceries and clothing collected. 

Priceless. We are beyond blessed to have such a committed congregation to support all that 

we do and to inspire us to continually do more. 

Gary and Laurie Haller                         Meg Gordy 

Senior Pastors Chair, Finance Committee 

2014 OPERATING RESULTS AND FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Birmingham Campus: 1589 W. Maple Road, Birmingham, MI 48009 

Church Office ............................ 248-646-1200 Office Hours ....................... 8:30-5:00, Monday-Friday 

Voice Mail System .................... 248-646-6407 Email Address ............... Office@fumcbirmingham.org 

Church Fax ................................ 248-646-2661 Website ............................. www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Troy Campus: 4050 Coolidge Road, Troy, MI 48085 

Church Office ............................ 248-643-8585 

PASTORAL LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Laurie Haller and Gary Haller, Senior Pastors 
Lindsey Hall, Chad Oyer and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

SENIOR STAFF 

Mary Feldmaier ................................... Director of Membership and Congregational Care 

Doris Hall ............................................ Organist 

Tony Kotwicki..................................... Director of Facilities 
Holly Pisano ........................................ Director of Finance 

Casey Proch ......................................... Director of Music 

Janet Smylie ........................................ Executive Administrative Assistant 
Lisa Wells............................................ Director of Program 

Kelly Willian ....................................... Director of Children and Family Ministries 

Steeple Notes Editor: Janet Smylie. Notices for Steeple Notes should be in writing and in the main church 

office by 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday of the week preceding publication. 


