
To gather, nurture and equip disciples for ministry and mission. JANUARY 18, 2015 



Traditional Worship 

8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

Sanctuary 

Hymns 

“Praise and Thanksgiving Be to God” 

“I Was There to Hear Your  

Borning Cry” 

“Lift Every Voice and Sing” 

Anthems 

“Go Down, Moses” 

Covenant Choir 

“Cantate Domino” 

Disciple Choir 

“Go Out With Joy” 

Chancel Choir 

Scripture 

Mark 1:9-11 

Sermon 

Launch Out: 

“Beloved”  

Rev. Laurie Haller 

Shine Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. 

Christian Life Center 

Scripture 

Matthew 25:14-30 

Sermon 

“THRIVE as a Growing Steward of 

God’s Grace” 

Dr. Todd Hibbard 

Worship at Troy Campus 

9:00 a.m. 

Sanctuary 

Sermon 

Rev. Suzanne Walls preaching 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

January 18, 2015 

The Liturgist is Rev. Gary Haller. 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the 

glory of God and placed by Rex and Sue 

Smith in loving memory of Rex Smith, Jr. 

and Jade Bolton. 

The Greeters are Sara Burnside, Cynthia 

Dona, Betty Emmert, Kerry Fox, Jane 

McKee, Eunice Orton and Ruth Peck at 

9:30, and Sara Burnside, Mary Jane Bond, 

Janice Brown, Kerry Fox, Vivian Johnson, 

Lori Lachowicz, Patty Reynolds, Terry 

Shelly and Darrell White at 11:00. 

Sunday School 

Nursery care is offered at 9:30 and 11:00. 

9:30 a.m. 

Children’s Sunday School 

Middle School Sunday School 

Middle School Confirmation 
High School Youth Café  

Contemporary Study 

Covenant Bible Study 
Faith Builders 

Parents of Adolescents 

10:30 a.m.  
Adult Sunday School (Troy Campus) 

11:00 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School 

Fundamentals  

Sunday Scholar 

Sunday’s Usher Teams 

8:15 a.m. 
Head Usher: Carrol Falberg 

9:30 a.m. 

Head Ushers: Linda Remington 

Asst. Head Ushers: Dick Cummings, Tony Gillett 

11:00 a.m. 

Head Usher: Bob Falberg 
Asst. Head Ushers: Bob Sheridan, Ron Noyd 

11:00 a.m. Shine 
Lead Usher: Ted McClew  

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip 

disciples of Christ for ministry 

and mission in the world. 

 

Our Vision: 

 Becoming a church that  

glorifies God, serves Christ,  

loves others, and lives it out. 



Mary Lou Lanning 

January 1, 2015 

Raymond Hughes 

January 4, 2015 

“And I will dwell in the House of the Lord forever.” 

IN MEMORIAM 

The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to 

praise the Lord during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please 

let us know of any answered prayers, family members in the military returning 

home, births, marriages and other special events. Contact Elise Norwood.  

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in 

the hospital on Thursday, January 8: Becky Perry, Tom Shipley  

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the 

hospital since Tuesday, December 30: Craig Heichel, Bob Lyle 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Yale and Karen Porter and family 

on the death of her father, Kenneth Pipesh, on January 2. 

DID YOU KNOW 

….that the Voice of Hope message for the week of January 18 will be recorded by Steve 

Packard. To listen to this message, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is 

answered by our automated system. 

….that Fair Trade coffee will be sold during the coffee hours on January 18. Sponsored by 

Church and Society, this activity allows farmers in small countries around the world to cut 

out the many layers of middlemen and earn more to build homes, churches, schools and 

communities. 

….that your $30 donation to the Partners in Mission fund can light the Missions Candle. 

Available dates include January 25, February 1 and February 15. Contact Janet Smylie with 

questions or to reserve at date. 

….that Esther Circle will meet on Wednesday, January 28 at 9:30 a.m. in Thomas Parlor. 

Come meet our Troy Campus pastor, Rev. Suzanne Walls. 

….that you too can prepare or serve communion. You need not be ordained to prepare 

communion elements or serve communion to congregants; it only requires a respect for the 

sacrament and an interest to help when you can. For more information, please contact Janet 

Smylie. 

mailto:enorwood@fumbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumbirmingham.org


The UMW Presents “A Cup of Our Life” women’s retreat at Colombiere Retreat Center 

in Clarkston, February 27-28. Flyers with registration forms are available in the church 

office and on the church website, or sign up during the coffee hours on January 8 and 25, 

February 1 and 8. Our program director is Anita Barratt. Starts Friday, February 27 at 5:00 

p.m. with dinner at 6:00. The cost for the overnight stay is $125 and for Saturday only is 

$35. Questions? Contact Janine Friend or Jackie Keller. 

The next Desert Sisters Retreat will be held September 22-25, 2015 at Northport Bay 

Retreat Center. FUMC members who have not previously attended a Desert Sisters Retreat 

may register beginning January 12. Registration for previous attendees begins February 16. 

Registration for all others begins March 16. A non-refundable $100 deposit is required to 

confirm registration. Contact Joan Duncan to register. 

WOMEN’S RETREATS 

CHILDREN, STUDENT, AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 

For information about our Children’s Ministry activities (Crib through 5th Grade),  

check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook FUMC Birmingham  

Children and Family Ministries, or contact us to receive a monthly e-mail newsletter. 

Want to get the inside scoop on First Student Ministries? 180seconds is a weekly e-mail 

newsletter with  the most current news for middle school and high school students. Get your 

free subscription today! Sign up under “E-mail Subscriptions” on our website. 

College Care Packets….Student Ministries wants the young adults of our church to know 

we are thinking of and praying for them while they are at college. To this end, we send 

College Care Packets each October and February. Please provide your son’s or daughter’s 

school address to Karen Porter early each fall and winter for inclusion in our mailings. We 

need your information by Monday, February 2 at 5:00 p.m. If you would like to participate 

by donating Bible verses, small items for the packets, money to cover the mailing, or can 

help us package and send the packets, please contact Sue Smith. In October, we sent 104 

packets of FUMC love to our college students! 

On Friday, January 23 at 6:00 p.m., Live @ First presents Coal Train Railroad, a jazz 

combo created just for kids! The music of Coal Train is inspiring kids all over the world to 

dance, play, and use their voices to riff along with the musicians. The songs are written from 

a child’s perspective and cover such important topics as belly buttons, juice, sharing and 

snuggling. Produced by bassist Chris Donahue and featuring the  charming, playful voice of 

Katy Bowser, Coal Train Railroad appeals to grownups, too.  

This concert is an awesome opportunity to experience great live music as a family, so make 

it a family date night and bring the special kids in your life to see Coal Train Railroad. 

Tickets are available in the church office or by calling the music office (248-646-6407 ext. 

3125).  

FAMILY JAZZ CONCERT 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions/
mailto:kporter@fumcbirmingham.org


It’s probably easy for you to look at another person and say something like, “She is a really 

gifted speaker” or “He is such a gifted musician.” 

But what about you? What are your gifts? Are you exercising them? 

Did you know that God’s grace abounds through our gifts, and that He expects for us to be 

good stewards of them?  

Want to learn more? Then put this Sunday’s Shine service on 

your calendar. Guaranteed that you will THRIVE this year as 

you grow in becoming a better steward of your gifts! 

Chad Oyer 

THRIVE  

I am very excited that my first book has been published this month by Cass Community 

Publishing House in Detroit. It’s called Recess: Rediscovering Play and Purpose. Many of 

you have asked, “What’s the book about?”   

The all-consuming nature of pastoral ministry often leads to disillusionment, burnout and 

depression among clergy. Although many people only see their pastor once a week on 

Sunday morning, the work of leading a congregation is never done. We are expected to be 

inspiring preachers, compelling teachers, skilled counselors, excellent administrators, 

visionary leaders and omnipresent pastoral caregivers. And we will singlehandedly grow our 

church!   

After twenty years of pastoring local churches, I finally admitted to myself in 2001 that the 

fire of my love for ministry had almost gone out. I was no longer able to balance caring for 

my family, my parishioners and myself. The passion of my call dimmed as I struggled to 

live a whole and integrated life. 

Recess is the story of a three month recess from pastoral ministry that gave me the 

opportunity to look deep into my heart, reassess my vocation and rediscover my love for 

God and the church. Recess will be helpful for all people who desire to evaluate their 

spiritual life and maintain a healthy balance between work and play. The book will also 

encourage clergy who valiantly try to do it all, yet at times feel burdened by the demands of 

pastoral ministry.   

This Saturday the first book launch event will take place at First UMC, Grand Rapids at 2:00 

p.m. The Birmingham launch event will be on Saturday, January 24 at 2:00 p.m. in the 

Christian Life Center. All proceeds from the book benefit Cass Community United 

Methodist Church. Please plan to come and bring your friends. I’d love to sign your book! 

May Recess help all of us reclaim our sacred dance. 

Laurie Haller  

RECESS: REDISCOVERING PLAY AND PURPOSE 



Browse our website  

(www.fumcbirmingham.org) 

Follow us on Twitter 

(www.twitter.com/

Birmingham FUMC) 

 

Join our Facebook page 

(www.facebook.com/

fumcbirmingham)  

 

VISIT US ONLINE 

Scan the code with the QR App on your smart phone. 

Get the answer to that question and learn about our history, our mission and our beliefs at 

the next Faith and Heritage class on Sunday, January 25 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. in Thomas 

Parlor. We will meet in a relaxed and informal setting with refreshments served. If you have 

been attending for quite some time, a family member is a member but you are not, or if you 

have only been participating for a few weeks, we welcome you! If you are looking for a 

place to belong, why not sign up for this class? Childcare is available with a reservation. 

Please register with Mary Feldmaier, Director of Membership and Congregational Care.  

WHAT’S SO GREAT ABOUT BEING A UNITED METHODIST? 

Jesus and the Jewish World of His Day….Dr. Todd Hibbard, Professor of Religious 

Studies at University of Detroit Mercy, will lead a five-week course that examines the 

Jewish world of Jesus and the early Christian movement from 200 BC to 100 AD. Join us on 

Tuesdays beginning January 20 at 7:00 p.m. in the CLC North Conference Room as we 

explore the historical, religious, and political contexts of Jesus’ world in order to understand 

his teaching more clearly. Contact Shawn David to register. 

Lent Book Study….You are invited to join a church-wide Lent book study on Renegade 

Gospel by Rev. Mike Slaughter. In Renegade Gospel, Slaughter presents Jesus and his 

challenging message to inspire us during Lent, Easter, and through the year. Read the red 

letters and discover Jesus all over again. This Lent study begins the week of February 22 and 

ends by Good Friday. For a complete list of study groups and to register to participate, 

please see us during the coffee hours starting January 25, or contact Shawn David in the 

Faith Formation department.  

ADULT STUDIES 

Work has begun on the 2015 Church Directory, and we need your help. New this year: in 

order to keep errors to a minimum, we will not print your previously given e-mail address in 

the book unless we get a form and okay from you. Please pick up a form in the church office 

to notify us of any permanent changes to your mailing address, telephone number, cell 

phone number or email address, and whether we may publish them. Or contact Karen Porter. 

This would also be a great time to encourage your adult children to update their permanent 

mailing addresses, telephone numbers, or email addresses. Thank you! 

2015 CHURCH DIRECTORY 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/
http://www.twitter.com/Birmingham%20FUMC
http://www.twitter.com/Birmingham%20FUMC
http://www.facebook.com/fumcbirmingham
http://www.facebook.com/fumcbirmingham
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:sdavid@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:sdavid@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:kporter@fumcbirmingham.org


Pastor Laurie’s new book, Recess: Rediscovering Play and Purpose, is about to be released. 

The book describes Laurie’s exhaustion and a transformative clergy renewal leave in 2001 

which calibrated her personal/spiritual and family life, as well as her pastoral ministry. It is a 

“must read” for clergy and just about every person who struggles to maintain balance and 

wholeness in their life. 

First UMC will hold a book launch event on Saturday, January 24 from 2:00-3:30 p.m. in 

the Christian Life Center. Our emcee will be Alicia Smith, WXYZ morning anchor in 

Detroit and FUMC member. 

Tickets are $20 and include a signed copy of the book. Tickets are available in the church 

office, on the church website, and during the coffee hours in January. Proceeds will benefit 

Cass United Methodist Church. The book is published by Cass Community Publishing 

House and will be available after the launch at ccpublishinghouse.org.  

PASTOR LAURIE’S BOOK LAUNCH  

On Sunday, January 18 at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, our Church and Society Ministry is 

hosting a Little Free Libraries presentation. Detroit Little Libraries is a grassroots group that 

is working to promote literacy and community through the placement and stocking of Little 

Free Library boxes in front of homes, churches, small businesses, nonprofits and City of 

Detroit parks. Each little library is stocked with books for children and adults. Anyone 

encountering a Little Free Library is encouraged to take a book or leave a book. Join us to 

find out more about this unique literacy program and how our congregation can contribute to 

the work of Detroit Little Libraries (detroitlittlelibraries.org).  

LITTLE FREE LIBRARIES 

Chili Cook-Off….Sunday, January 25 in the CLC! There is no charge for the all-church 

Chili Cook-Off lunch immediately following the 11:00 a.m. services. Come to the Christian 

Life Center to enjoy chili, cornbread, salad, dessert and more! Vote for your favorite chili! 

And donate to the children of Henderson Settlement, KY and the Costa Rica Methodist 

Children’s Home. Sign up during the coffee hours or in the church office.  

EAT  VOTE  GIVE 

We’ll be the judges of that! If you’re ready to compete at our Chili Cook-Off, here’s what 

you need to do: 

 Sign up in the church office or at our table in Fellowship Hall 

 Follow the directions in your Entrant’s Guide 

 Start cookin’! 

You could win top honors on January 25!  

Questions? Contact Kris Kettering. 

HOW HOT IS TOO HOT? 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/laurie-hallers-book-launch/
ccpublishinghouse.org
http://www.detroitlittlelibraries.org
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Birmingham Campus: 1589 W. Maple Road, Birmingham, MI 48009 

Church Office ............................ 248-646-1200 Office Hours ....................... 8:30-5:00, Monday-Friday 

Voice Mail System .................... 248-646-6407 Email Address ............... Office@fumcbirmingham.org 

Church Fax ................................ 248-646-2661 Website ............................. www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Troy Campus: 4050 Coolidge Road, Troy, MI 48085 

Church Office ............................ 248-643-8585 

PASTORAL LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Laurie Haller and Gary Haller, Senior Pastors 
Lindsey Hall, Chad Oyer and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

SENIOR STAFF 

Mary Feldmaier ................................... Director of Membership and Congregational Care 

Doris Hall ............................................ Organist 

Tony Kotwicki..................................... Director of Facilities 
Holly Pisano ........................................ Director of Finance 

Casey Proch ......................................... Director of Music 

Janet Smylie ........................................ Executive Administrative Assistant 
Lisa Wells............................................ Director of Program 

Kelly Willian ....................................... Director of Children and Family Ministries 

Steeple Notes Editor: Janet Smylie. Notices for Steeple Notes should be in writing and in the main church 

office by 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday of the week preceding publication. 


