
To gather, nurture and equip disciples for ministry and mission. NOVEMBER 16, 2014 



Traditional Worship 

8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

Sanctuary 

Hymns 

“How Firm a Foundation” 

“Where Charity and Love Prevail” 

“Forward Through the Ages” 

Anthems 

“Through the Walk of Life” 

Celebration Ringers 

“Good News, Chariot’s Comin’” 

IXOYC Choir 

“Come, Worship the Lord” 

Genesis Choir 

“One Faith, One Hope, One Lord” 

Combined Troy and Birmingham 

Campus Choirs 

Scripture 

Ephesians 4:1-8, 11-16 

Sermon 

The Church We’re Called to Be: 

“A Gentleman’s Guide to  

Killing a Pastor”  

Rev. Gary Haller 

Shine Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. 

Christian Life Center 

Scripture 

John 17:20-23 

Sermon 

Long Overdue Messages From the 

Church: “We Need You” 

Rev. Chad Oyer 

Worship at Troy Campus 

There is no worship at the  

Troy Campus this Sunday.  

We will all worship together at the  

Birmingham Campus. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

November 16, 2014  

The Liturgists are Rev. Laurie Haller and 

Rev. Suzanne Walls in the Sanctuary and 

Rev. Lindsey Hall at Shine. 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the 

glory of God and placed in loving memory 

of June Taylor McGregor by her husband, 

Bob. 

The Missions Candle is lit by Nancy 

Smith in honor of all the women sewing for 

the Haiti Dress Project; and by Mary 

Engelhardt and Donna Sutton in celebration 

of the McCurdy School Ministry. 

The Greeters are Mary Jane Bond, Janice 

Brown, Sara Burnside, Cynthia Dona, Betty 

Emmert, Kerry Fox, Vivian Johnson, Mary 

Lou Lanning, Jane McKee, Eunice Orton, 

Ruth Peck, Patty Reynolds, Al and Joyce 

Roberts, Terry Shelly, and Darrell White. 

Sunday School 

Nursery care is offered at 9:30 and 11:00. 

9:30 a.m. 

Children’s Sunday School 
Middle School Sunday School 

Middle School Confirmation 

High School Youth Café  
Contemporary Study 

Covenant Bible Study 

Faith Builders 
Parents of Adolescents 

10:30 a.m.  
Adult Sunday School (Troy Campus) 

11:00 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School 

Fundamentals  

Sunday Scholar 

Sunday’s Usher Teams 

8:15 a.m. 
Head Usher: Fred Gardner 

9:30 a.m. 

Head Ushers: Beverly Hannett-Price, Todd Menig 
Asst. Head Ushers: Terry Bower, Dan Cooper 

11:00 a.m. 

Head Usher: Mike Barratt 
Asst. Head Ushers: Liz Watkins, Len Billingsley 

11:00 a.m. Shine 
Lead Usher: Steve Wells  



OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in 

the hospital on Thursday, November 6: Vande Grewer, Shirley Hause, Marcia Petrella 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Greg and Diana McComas and 

family on the death of her father, Rev. Dr. Jim Leslie, on October 31. 

DID YOU KNOW 

….that the Voice of Hope message for the week of November 16 will be recorded by Steve 

Packard. To listen to this message, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is 

answered by our automated system. 

….that you may purchase Fair Trade coffee during the coffee hours on November 16. 

….that the United Methodist Women will host their fall program and unit meeting, 

Fellowship and Discussion: Women of Purpose, on Monday, November 17 at 7:00 p.m. in 

Fellowship Hall. The meeting will highlight the mission and work of UMW in this 

congregation, introduce the Rummage Sale Committee and UMW Executive Board, and 

look at everything the UMW has to offer you at FUMC. The program is open to all women 

and will be followed by a discussion of the 2015 budget, including recommended funding to 

missions and charities. A unit vote will be taken on the budget. All women who are 

members of the church are members of UMW and are encouraged to vote. 

….that Esther Circle will meet on Wednesday, November 19 at 9:30 a.m. in the Thomas 

Parlor. Our speaker is Rev. Chad Oyer. Please remember to bring canned goods and 

wrapping paper for Baldwin Center. 

….that worship in the style of Taizé is a quiet, contemplative, candlelit time of prayer and 

songs. Come experience this ancient and sacred way of communing with God on Thursday, 

November 20 in the Runkel Chapel at 6:45 p.m. Next Taizé: December 11 and January 15. 

….that Merry Mates member Al Roberts will present historic photos and a video as he 

explains the extraordinary experiences he had as a student at the Greenfield Village School 

and the Henry Ford Museum from 1929-1940. It will be an exciting, educational and 

memorable evening! Join us on Friday, November 21 at 6:00 p.m. to socialize and to enjoy a 

catered dinner ($13) at 6:30. RSVP to Sharon and Bob Pierce by early evening on Sunday, 

November 16. Merry Mates is a fellowship group for those in their fifties and up. All are 

welcome! 

….that due to the Thanksgiving holiday, articles for the December 7 issue of Steeple Notes 

are due in the church office by Tuesday, November 25.  

….that you can volunteer to help serve dinner at our annual Church Conference on Monday, 

December 8. Volunteers are needed to help plate, serve and clean up. And you will get to 

enjoy the dinner, too! If you are interested, please contact Beckie Bower or Lisa Wells. 

….that the 50-member Adrian College Chamber Choir and Jazz Choir will present a 

seasonal Christmas-style concert in our sanctuary on Friday, December 5 at 6:30 p.m., 

sponsored by Merry Mates. Save the date! Details to follow. 

mailto:bbower@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:lwells@fumcbirmingham.org


CHILDREN, STUDENT, AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 

Save the Date! Children and Family Ministries is throwing an Old Fashioned Christmas 

party on Sunday, December 7 from 4:00-6:00 p.m. for children ages 3 through the fifth 

grade, with nursery care for siblings under the age of 3. Registrations forms are available 

outside the CFM office and on the church website. Watch for more information to follow! 

High School Students Mission Trip to Costa Rica, July 17-24….This is an amazing 

opportunity for service and leadership as students help with VBS and work on construction 

projects at the Methodist Children’s Home and the local church. Open to current high school 

students who will be age 16 or older by July 17, 2015. Students or their parents must be 

members of Birmingham FUMC, and students must live in the area so they can attend pre-

trip meetings. Registration begins online at 9:00 a.m. on December 1 through the “Costa 

Rica Student Mission Trip” link on the church website (www.fumcbirmingham.org). The 

cost of the trip is $1,408, and a $500 non-refundable credit card deposit is required online at 

the time of registration. Scholarships are available. Three $1,000 scholarships will be 

awarded from funds raised by the annual Garden Tour and two $500 scholarships will be 

awarded from Student Missions. Scholarship application forms can be found on the church 

website and in the church office. Forms must be received by November 20; interviews will 

take place on November 23. More information can be found on the church website, or 

contact Laura Dickerson.  

We are making progress in our annual stewardship campaign. As of November 5, we have 

received 478 responses for the Operating Fund for a total of $1,747,090. While we are little 

behind this date last year, the average commitment is up $250. Our campaign goal of 

$2,376,000 is very much within reach if everyone simply returns an estimate of their giving. 

Home Fires, by the way, is almost $40,000 ahead of this time last year! 

If you have not yet turned in your Estimate of Giving, please do so as 

soon as possible. You can pick up an Estimate of Giving card in the 

church office and at the Welcome Centers, call Holly Pisano in the 

Finance Office (646-6407 ext. 3133), or complete an Estimate of 

Giving form via the church website. You can also give through our 

website directly by credit card or bank transfer.  

“THE STAKES ARE HIGH” CAMPAIGN UPDATE 

Our annual Church Conference will take place on Monday, December 8. This is a time to 

review and celebrate the previous year and lift up a vision for the year ahead. It includes the 

pastors’ annual reports, recognition of outgoing and incoming committee members, and 

presentation of the  “Volunteer of the Year” award. In addition we will have an update on 

the vision for Troy and a vote on receiving assets of the Berkley UMC. Dinner is served in 

Fellowship Hall at 6:30 p.m. with the meeting at 7:30 in the Christian Life Center. Dinner 

reservations may be made in the church office. Child care reservations (7:30-8:30) for 

children four years and younger may be made by leaving a message in the nursery (248-646-

6407 ext. 3141). Both dinner and child care reservations must be received by Thursday, 

December 4. The meal is $11, payable at the door. 

ANNUAL CHURCH CONFERENCE 

mailto:ldickerson@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/pledge-online/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/pledge-online/
mailto:reservations@fumcbirmingham.org


Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors. 

The People of the United Methodist Church. 

Jesus prayed that all Christians “be one.”  

Why? 

Share with me your answers to this question! 

Then, be sure to join us at Shine on November 16. Your 

response might be included in the message! 

Chad Oyer 

WE NEED YOU 

“I’m proud of you! Way to go! Magnificent! I knew you could do it! What a good helper! 

You’re very special to me! What a treasure! Beautiful work! You’re a real trooper! Well 

done! That’s so creative! You made my day! You’re a joy! Give me a big hug! You’re such 

a good listener! I love you! You remembered! You’re the best! You sure tried hard! I 

couldn’t be prouder of you! You light up my day! I’m praying for you! You’re wonderful!  

I’m behind you!”  

Don’t these words of encouragement sound great? They come from Gary Smalley and John 

Trent, experts on strengthening family relationships. Their book, The Blessing, emphasizes 

the need for emotional healing for those who have never experienced “the blessing” of 

heartfelt affirmation. Wouldn’t you love to hear those words yourself?  

I urge you to offer your own words of encouragement to someone this week. Everyone you 

meet is carrying some heavy load. Many people are in pain because of an emotional deficit 

in their lives. Some “act out” toward others and speak injurious words without regard for the 

pain they inflict.  

As Christ’s followers, we’re called to be a blessing to others. Find an uplifting word to 

share. Let me also add some words of encouragement to return your Estimate of Giving 

card: “You’re the best!” “We can’t do it without you!” “You’re important for everything we 

do!” “Your part is absolutely essential!” Mail your card today or make your commitment at 

the church website and let’s “get ‘er done!”             

Gary Haller 

P.S. On Sunday we dive into a sermon titled “A Gentleman’s Guide to Killing a Pastor.” 

Read Ephesians 4:1-16 and see if you can anticipate what I might say! 

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT 

mailto:chad@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/pledge-online/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/pledge-online/


McCurdy School Ministries Meeting….If you are interested in a Volunteer in Mission 

(VIM) opportunity to the McCurdy School Ministries in Espanola, New Mexico, please 

attend an informational meeting on Sunday, November 16 at noon in the Ward Library. The 

2015 trip is scheduled for May. Mission co-leaders are Mary Engelhardt and Donna Sutton. 

We especially need former teachers or people with an interest in teaching Christian crafts, as 

we create activities for The After School Care program. Come to the meeting and find out 

more! Please direct all questions to Mary.  

Christmas is Coming! Help deliver beautiful poinsettias during the first two weeks of 

December. These plants are for our wonderful 50+ year members, those who’ve lost a loved 

one, and for our seniors. You can sign up during the coffee hours at the kiosk in the middle 

of Fellowship Hall, in the church office, or by contacting Elise Norwood. Thank you! 

Peanut Butter and Jelly Drive….Join our middle school and high school students as they 

collect jars of peanut butter and jelly (plastic jars) for Baldwin Center holiday food baskets. 

Bring your donations to Fellowship Hall on Sunday, November 16. All middle school and 

high school students are invited for dinner and the mission event on November 16 from  

6:30-8:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

Improve Mass Transit in Metro Detroit….What would a good regional transit system 

mean to metro Detroit? Join local leaders to learn about plans for improved regional transit 

and how to support it on Tuesday morning, November 18 from 8:15-11:15 at the Hall of 

Legends at Ford Field. The event is called “Build Transit. Build Business!” For more 

information and to RSVP, go to http://tubmanorganizing.org/issues/transit/. Supported by 

the Church and Society Ministry. 

Great Christmas Gift: Stained Glass Windows Book….Our new stained glass windows 

book is available to purchase during the coffee hours on November 16 and 30. The beautiful 

color photographs were taken by Ted McClew. The book is part of a fundraiser for our 

mission work in Costa Rica. This year we have officially become a sister congregation with 

the Faro del Este church in Mansiones, Costa Rica. The book includes our stained glass 

windows with descriptions as well as the stained glass windows in the Faro del Este church, 

most of which were donated by members of our congregation. 

Boy Scout Greens Sale….It’s time to decorate your home for the holidays with beautiful 

Boy Scout evergreen wreaths and roping. Please support Troop 1032 in their annual 

fundraising effort. Order forms are available as a worship bulletin insert and in the church 

office. Greens can be picked up during the coffee hours on November 23, November 30 and 

December 7. Grave blankets are available as a custom order. All items are made in Michigan 

from Michigan evergreens. Leave your order form in the church office or contact parent 

coordinator Jennifer Simpson.  

Angel Tree Sunday is November 23, the day you can make a difference in the lives of 

children whose parent’s or parents’ lives went off course. Each child that you choose 

receives two gifts: clothing and something fun. The Prison Ministry asks that the combined 

gifts total no more than $50. The gifts are due back to the church on December 7 and will be 

delivered on December 13. Let’s deliver the hope of the very first Christmas to these 

innocent children. Any questions, please call Angela Marcantonio. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUTREACH 

mailto:enorwood@fumbirmingham.org
http://tubmanorganizing.org/issues/transit/


Preschool Director….In addition to a love of children and a commitment to quality 

Christian education, the Director serves as the face of the Preschool and manages 

communication with parents and the community. In order to fulfill these responsibilities, 

applicants must possess a bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood Education or child-related 

field, proven leadership skills and management experience, and excellent administrative, 

organizational and communication skills. Job descriptions are available in the church office. 

Qualified applicants may submit resumes to Kelly Willian, Director of Children and Family 

Ministries, by December 1.  

OPPORTUNITY FOR EMPLOYMENT 

As you read in Pastor Laurie’s Steeple Notes article last week, the Berkley United Methodist 

Church voted to close on December 31, 2014. As part of their vote, they gave “the right of 

first refusal” for their church building, parsonage, parking lot and endowment to 

Birmingham First UMC.  

How did this opportunity come to be? 

Like many churches, Berkley UMC has struggled with attrition in membership and has  

wrestled for several years with the possibility of closing. Based on the congregation’s 

desire for new ministry to emerge from their existing facility, Berkley members actively 

sought to offer their building and endowment to a church that is already engaged in multi-

site ministry.  

What financial responsibility would come with acquiring Berkley?  

Berkley has no debt. Income is currently received from parsonage rental. 

How is this different from what we’re doing in Troy? 

Each location presents us with very different and unique offerings, specific to surrounding 

community need. The Berkley building is right on the main street with many young 

families nearby. 

Are there sources of funding available for Troy and Berkley? 

We are in the midst of exploring available funding sources for both sites. We have 

confirmed that grants are available from the Conference New Church Committee, specific 

to new church start-ups.  

What might the time line be for Berkley? 

A new ministry at Berkley would not start immediately. It is necessary to have “fallow 

time,” and time for planning, before something new emerges. 

What are the next steps? 

There will be a vote specific to receiving the Berkley UMC property on December 8 at our 

annual Church Conference. If the motion is approved, we will task a vision team to focus 

specifically on Berkley’s future growth.  

I have more questions about both the Berkley and Troy sites. How can I receive more 

information? 

We have scheduled two town hall meetings for Sunday, November 16 at 12:30 p.m. and 

Sunday, November 30 at 5:00 p.m. Both meetings will be in sanctuary. We invite all 

members and friends to attend.   

REGARDING BERKLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

mailto:kwillian@fumcbirmingham.org
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Birmingham Campus: 1589 W. Maple Road, Birmingham, MI 48009 

Church Office ............................ 248-646-1200 Office Hours ....................... 8:30-5:00, Monday-Friday 

Voice Mail System .................... 248-646-6407 Email Address ............... Office@fumcbirmingham.org 

Church Fax ................................ 248-646-2661 Website ............................. www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Troy Campus: 4050 Coolidge Road, Troy, MI 48085 

Church Office ............................ 248-643-8585 

PASTORAL LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Laurie Haller and Gary Haller, Senior Pastors 
Lindsey Hall, Chad Oyer and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

SENIOR STAFF 

Mary Feldmaier ................................... Director of Membership and Congregational Care 

Doris Hall ............................................ Organist 

Tony Kotwicki..................................... Director of Facilities 
Holly Pisano ........................................ Director of Finance 

Casey Proch ......................................... Director of Music 

Janet Smylie ........................................ Executive Administrative Assistant 
Lisa Wells............................................ Director of Program 

Kelly Willian ....................................... Director of Children and Family Ministries 

Steeple Notes Editor: Janet Smylie. Notices for Steeple Notes should be in writing and in the main church 

office by 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday of the week preceding publication. 


