
To gather, nurture and equip disciples for ministry and mission. OCTOBER 19, 2014 

SOLOMON’S ADVICE 

I’ve known some pretty smart investors through the years. I’ve 

overheard some of the investment advice they have given. 

Some of it sounded pretty sage, some I didn’t understand, and 

some was just inane: 

 Sell down to the ‘sleeping point.’ 

 Be careful about investing in things you don’t understand. 

 Don’t get sentimentally attached to your investments. 

 Buy when there’s blood in the streets.  

 And Mark Twain’s infamous “Put all your eggs in one 

basket, then watch that basket!”  

How would you like to get investment advice from one of the 

wealthiest and wisest persons to have ever lived? I’m referring 

to Solomon, of course. His advice is in Ecclesiastes, chapter 11. 

First, Solomon advised us to take a long-term approach to our 

investment programs. Solomon said, “Invest what you have, 

because after a while you will get a return” (v.1). It is the “after 

a while” that we need to pay attention to. Be patient. 

Second, don’t put all your eggs in one basket (sorry Mr. 

Twain!). He said, “Invest what you have in different businesses, 

because you do not know what disasters might happen” (v.2).  

In other words, diversify your portfolio. 

Third, be prepared for rainy days. Solomon said, “If clouds are 

full of rain, they will shower on the earth” (v.3). No matter how 

smart you are, it is going to rain. Be prepared to ride out these 

storms with personal savings.  

Fourth, do not be afraid to take risks. He said, “Those who  

wait for perfect weather will never plant seeds; those who look  

(continued on page 5) 



Traditional Worship 

8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

Sanctuary 

Hymns 

“Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart” 

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

“Take My Life, and Let It Be” 

Anthems 

“A Clarion Call” 

High School Bells 

“Wade in the Water” 

Genesis Choir 

“Lord of the Small” 

IXOYC Choir 

“O God Beyond All Praising” 

Chancel Choir  

Scripture 

Matthew 25:14-30 

Sermon 

The Stakes Are High: 

“So Risk It All!”  

Rev. Gary Haller 

Shine Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. 

Christian Life Center 

Scripture 

Matthew 25:14-30 

Sermon 

The Stakes are High: 

“The Dos and Don’ts of Money” 

Rev. Chad Oyer 

Worship at Troy Campus 

9:00 a.m. 

Sanctuary 

Rev. Suzanne Walls preaching 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

October 19, 2014  

The Liturgists are Mark Swarthout at 

8:15, Todd Hibbard and 9:30, and Rev. 

Lindsey Hall at 11:00.  

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the 

glory of God and placed by Merrill 

Haviland and family in loving memory of 

Phyllis Haviland. 

The Welcome Center Flowers are placed 

by Nancy, Gary, Madison, Kendall and 

Colin Weinert in loving memory of Lee 

Sanford McDonald. 

The Missions Candle is lit by Jim and 

Linda Wilson in loving memory of Charles 

and Audrey Donnelly. 

The Greeters are Mary Jane Bond, Janice 

Brown, Sara Burnside, Cynthia Dona, 

Betty Emmert, Kerry Fox, Vivian Johnson, 

Mary Lou Lanning, Jane McKee, Eunice 

Orton, Ruth Peck, Al and Joyce Roberts, 

Terry Shelly, and Darrell White. 

Sunday School 

Nursery care is offered at 9:30 and 11:00. 

9:30 a.m. 

Children’s Sunday School 

Middle School Sunday School 

Middle School Confirmation 
High School Youth Café  

Contemporary Study 

Covenant Bible Study 
Faith Builders 

Parents of Adolescents 

10:30 a.m.  
Adult Sunday School (Troy Campus) 

11:00 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School 

Fundamentals  

Sunday Scholar 

Sunday’s Usher Teams 

8:15 a.m. 

Head Usher: Carrol Falberg 

9:30 a.m. 

Head Usher: Jim Valiquett 

Asst. Head Ushers: Duane Ralston, Imy Rouman 

11:00 a.m. 

Head Usher: John Carter 
Asst. Head Usher: John Miller 

11:00 a.m. Shine 
Lead Usher: Steve Wells  



OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in 

the hospital on Thursday, October 9: Lucy Evans, Shirley Hause, Jan Mentzer, Stephen 

Oleson, Marcia Petrella, Liz Travis 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following person, released from the 

hospital since Thursday, October 2: Nancy Fleischmann 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Mike and Lauren Spitzley and 

family on the recent death of her grandmother, Marion Young. 

DID YOU KNOW 

….that the Voice of Hope message for the week of October 19 will be recorded by Steve 

Packard. To listen to this message, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is 

answered by our automated system. 

….that we may have something you lost. Check the Lost and Found table during the coffee 

hours to see if something belongs to you. Unclaimed items will be donated to the Rummage 

Sale. 

….that Fair Trade coffee will be sold during the coffee hours on October 19. 

….that we have a wonderful team of receptionists that take care of our Christian Life Center 

(CLC) every day. Our receptionists include Emily Fitzgerald, Page Gorman, Lee Green, 

Sarah Halmhuber, Liz Larson-Shidler, Barb Poff, and the newest members of the team, 

Katie Kirkpatrick. Welcome, Katie! The rest of the CLC team includes Beckie Bower, Sue 

Anderson-Dale and Lisa Wells. Stop by and say hi! 

….that we offer a baptism class for parents whose children will be baptized at FUMC. The 

next class is Sunday, November 9 at 11:00 a.m. Baptisms are scheduled for November 16 at 

the 9:30 service and December 21 at the 11:00 service. Please contact Janet Smylie to 

register for the class or to schedule a baptism. 

….that you are invited to join an adult church-wide Advent study using Christmas from the 

Back Side by J. Ellsworth Kalas. Kalas’ creative approach both clarifies basic teachings and 

introduces new possibilities. Sign up during the coffee hours from October 26 through 

November 23. Books are available in the Circuit Rider Bookstore. 

….that it is good and faithful Christian stewardship to have a will. During this season when 

we consider our 2015 giving plan for the church, we may also remember that giving is a 

discipline that happens every year, and with a planned gift in your will, your giving through 

the Endowment will never end. 

We would like to thank everyone who came to Cass for Make-A-Difference Day. What a 

difference you made—edging, weeding, planting, fixing the driveway, laying flooring, 

hanging drywall, and helping with food preparation. The place looks amazing! We will be 

proud to show it off to the visiting bishops. If your ears are tingling, it will be because we 

are bragging about Birmingham. Thank you all. —Rev. Faith Fowler 

INTERCEPTED NOTE OF THANKS 

mailto:office@fumbirmingham.org


CHILDREN, STUDENT, AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 

For information about our Children’s Ministry activities (Crib through 5th Grade),  

check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook FUMC Birmingham  

Children and Family Ministries, or contact us to receive a monthly e-mail newsletter. 

Want to get the inside scoop on First Student Ministries? 180seconds is a weekly e-mail 

newsletter with  the most current news for middle school and high school students. Get your 

free subscription today! Sign up under “E-mail Subscriptions” on our website. 

Support our wonderful preschool program while getting ready for the holidays! 

Innisbrook is known for high quality gift wrap and exquisite chocolates, 100% made in the 

USA. The fall fundraising catalog is full of wrapping paper and accessories, chocolate, 

kitchen items, gadgets, food and gifts. Visit the display during the coffee hours on October 

19 and 26, or pick up a catalog in the church or Preschool offices. Place orders during the 

coffee hours on October 26, or contact Katie Kirkpatrick. Up to 50% of your purchases will 

go directly to our Preschool! 

Missions Fair….FUMC’s many-faceted missions field will be on full display during the 

coffee hours on Sunday, November 2. Mission teams will have tables describing their 

efforts, present and future, to extend our hand of friendship and support to those in 

need...down the street, across the nation, and across the oceans. It’s a quick and convenient 

way to understand who you are helping and learn about opportunities to get directly 

involved. See you there! 

SERRV Sale….For over ten years, FUMC has had at least one sale each year to help 

support SERRV, an excellent international Fair Trade program whose mission is to eradicate 

poverty wherever it resides by providing opportunity and support to artisans and farmers 

worldwide. At the sale you will find jewelry, clothing, baskets, home decorations, nativities, 

and much more. This year’s sale will be held during the coffee hours on Sunday, November 

2. For more information, contact Linda Wilson. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUTREACH 

UMW RUMMAGE SALE BEGINS! 

Donate curbside:  Click on the Rummage Sale icon on the home page of the church website 

for a complete list of items that can and cannot be sold. 

 Sunday, October 19  4:00-8:30 p.m. 

 Monday, October 20 8:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m. 

 Tuesday, October 21 8:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m. 

Volunteer: Help is always needed. Call Jennifer Simpson to see where you can best be 

used, or stop in Thomas Parlor during the week to see where you are needed.  

Shop: Tell your friends and neighbors that the UMW Rummage Sale has the best deals in 

town! Public sale hours:  

Wednesday, October 22:  6:00-9:00 p.m. at 30% mark-up   

Thursday, October 23:  10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. at regular prices 

Friday, October 24:   9:00-11:00 a.m. Bag Day at $10/13-gallon bag or half price 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions/
mailto:kkirkpatrick@innisbrook.com
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/2014-fall-rummage-sale/


If you were given $1 million, what would you do with it? 

     How about $5k, what would you do with it? 

          Or even $1k, what would you do with it? 

This is just a hypothetical scenario that’s for fun, right?  

Not exactly. 

A similar money management scenario appears in the story 

known as “The Parable of the Talents,” and wait to see what 

Jesus has to say on the matter! 

Chad Oyer 

THE DOS AND DON’TS OF MONEY 

(continued from cover) 

at every cloud will never harvest crops” (v.4). We should not be 

foolish, but farmers must put their seeds at risk to gain a harvest.  

Fifth, ask for God’s guidance. Solomon said, “You do not know 

when the wind will blow... In the same way, you do not know 

what God is doing” (v.5). God is interested in every detail of 

your life, so seek God’s guidance (Proverbs 3:5-6). 

Sixth, work hard. He said, “Plant early in the morning, and work until evening, because you 

do not know if this or that will succeed. They might both do well” (v.6). Keep trying new 

things. Never give up.  

Seventh, enjoy life. Solomon said, “People ought to enjoy every day of their lives” (vs.7-8). 

Life is not just about accumulating. It is also about grateful living.  

Eighth, remember that you are accountable to God for how you use your wealth. Solomon 

said, “Remember that God will judge you for everything you do” (vs.9-10). In the end, we 

own nothing – we are to be stewards and trustees. One day we will give an account for how 

we have used it (Luke 16:9; II Corinthians 5:10). 

As our Celebration Sunday draws near, I’m glad to invite you to give gifts that will 

advance God’s kingdom. In a week you will receive a stewardship letter with an Estimate 

of Giving Card which we ask you to bring on October 26 or mail to Holly Pisano, our 

Director of Finance. Your giving to our Operating Fund and to Home Fires supports 

everything we are able to do, from children and youth to choirs, from pastoral care to care 

for our great facilities, so every person is needed and every gift is important.  

This Sunday we will hear Christ’s insightful “Parable of the Talents.” Based on this 

teaching, our sermon is “The Stakes are High: So Risk It All!” I’ve been working hard on 

a new approach – I look forward to sharing with you on Sunday! 

Gary Haller 



FINANCIAL RESULTS THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2014 

Through the first nine months, our total receipts came in at $1,704,176 versus a budget of 

$1,729,230, which represents a shortfall of approximately $25,000. Total expenditures are 

running slightly below budget and include the full payment of apportionments. While we 

expected to have a loss of $151,508 at the end of the third quarter, the actual loss is slightly 

higher at $162,811.  

During the next three months, we expect some spending in programing, missions and 

ministries to ramp up. In addition, our Buildings and Grounds expenses are ahead of budget 

due to higher costs associated with the harsh winter, as well as unexpected repairs and 

maintenance costs. As a result, we expect that expenses will likely be higher than budgeted 

by year-end. What does all this mean? It appears that we will need another strong finish in 

giving in order to meet our obligations and to continue to offer such exceptional programing 

to our members and our community.  

So much has been accomplished this year — a new playground, a successful Imagine No 

Malaria campaign, a significant reduction in our debt, and a second campus in Troy. The 

stakes are high as God calls our congregation to spread the Gospel, reach out to those in 

need, and build God’s kingdom. Thank you for your continuing generosity and faithfulness. 

MORE DAYS ADDED FOR CHURCH PICTURES! 

Two dates have been added in order to give everyone the opportunity to have their photo 

taken for our new Pictorial Directory. LifeTouch photographers will be here to take pictures 

on Thursday, October 30 from 2:00-8:00 and Saturday, November 1 from 9:30-3:00. Every 

family photographed will receive a complimentary 8X10 portrait as well as a copy of the 

Pictorial Directory. You will have an opportunity to purchase additional photographs, but 

only if you wish to do so. Register online at www.fumcbirmingham.org. If you need 

assistance, call Karen Porter (248-646-6407 ext. 3126).  

We are seeking a part-time Receptionist for the church office. Qualified candidates will 

have a desire to serve God, a positive and helpful nature, an ability to handle multiple phone 

lines, and a proficiency in computer skills. Past receptionist experience and knowledge of 

databases and Publisher is a plus. Hours are Thursday and Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 

and one Sunday per month, 8:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Job descriptions and applications are 

available in the church office. Please send resumes or direct questions to Janet Smylie. 

Child Care Workers….Our child care programs are experiencing a growth spurt and we 

are hiring caregivers for Parents Day Out, a state-licensed program for children ages 1-3, as 

well as child care workers for church events. Parents Day Out caregivers work Monday, 

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 9:00 a.m. to noon. Previous experience and some child 

development background is preferred, but a love for little children is a must! Caregivers for 

other church events work some weekdays and evenings, depending on programs offered, 

with the main qualification being a love for God’s little ones. Job descriptions and 

applications are available in the church office. For more information, please call Kelly 

Willian (248-646-6407 ext. 3128) or Sheila Smith (ext. 3124).  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR EMPLOYMENT 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/portraits/
mailto:office@fumbirmingham.org


THE STAKES ARE HIGH! 

How do you understand stewardship?   

Stewardship is about being joyful and responsible stewards of the gifts we receive from 

God. One way to describe it is the grateful outpouring of gifts to others out of our love 

for God. Stewardship comes into being only through deep gratitude. Laurie and I are 

honored to be part of a congregation that knows it is uniquely blessed. Our fall season of 

stewardship is a celebration of what God has done in our lives and the impact our church 

makes in the city and in the world. We know that when we give to God’s purposes 

through the church, great good is done.  

Why do we fill out an Estimate of Giving card? 

The church must be responsible in how it shapes a budget, so an accurate idea of our 

income is essential to plan our expenditures. Many churches today call it an “Estimate of 

Giving” card, knowing that over the course of a year one’s income can change, either up 

or down. By not calling it a “pledge card,” we are indicating that you are not making an 

iron-clad commitment no matter what happens to you during the year. If your income 

changes, you have the liberty to lower or raise your giving. We never want you to feel as 

if you have to give a “pledged” amount if you’re in the midst of financial difficulties.  

Do you, as pastors, give to our church?  

Yes. Generosity is essential to following Christ. Every year Laurie and I need a reminder 

of what it means to be faithful, so every year we fill out an Estimate of Giving card for 

the work of our church. It’s our annual recommitment to Christ. And we find great joy 

knowing that we are being true to Christ’s call upon our lives. 

We consider First UMC to be our church, and we support it in every way we can. 

Throughout our marriage, we have always given a tithe, 10% of our gross income, to the 

churches we serve. Our salaries are public and voted upon every year, so what we give is 

not a secret. We are giving $16,800 during 2014. Any second-mile giving, such as the 

playground or debt reduction campaign, is on top of this.  

What do you plan to do in the year to come?  

We have decided to increase our giving by 10% over what we currently give. This is 

consistent with what is being asked of the congregation this year. We want to invite 

existing contributors prayerfully to increase their current giving by 5%, 10%, or whatever 

is possible for you. If you are a first time giver, we ask you to consider giving 2% of your 

income. We want to be clear that if you are not in a position to give, we do not expect 

you to. We would not want anyone to put themselves in financial jeopardy.  

Is there anything else we should know?  

We are committing ourselves to hold home meetings for 

the purpose of communicating some of the exciting things 

in the life of the church and to express our thanks to our 

members. These meetings will continue as time allows all 

through the year. If you’re interested in attending or 

hosting, please call Janet Smylie (646-6407 ext. 3121). 

These are not fundraising meetings, but opportunities for 

conversation on the life of our church.  

Gary Haller 
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Birmingham Campus: 1589 W. Maple Road, Birmingham, MI 48009 

Church Office ............................ 248-646-1200 Office Hours ....................... 8:30-5:00, Monday-Friday 

Voice Mail System .................... 248-646-6407 Email Address ............... Office@fumcbirmingham.org 

Church Fax ................................ 248-646-2661 Website ............................. www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Troy Campus: 4050 Coolidge Road, Troy, MI 48085 

Church Office ............................ 248-643-8585 

PASTORAL LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Laurie Haller and Gary Haller, Senior Pastors 
Lindsey Hall, Chad Oyer and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

SENIOR STAFF 

Mary Feldmaier ................................... Director of Membership and Congregational Care 

Doris Hall ............................................ Organist 

Tony Kotwicki..................................... Director of Facilities 
Holly Pisano ........................................ Director of Finance 

Casey Proch ......................................... Director of Music 

Janet Smylie ........................................ Executive Administrative Assistant 
Lisa Wells............................................ Director of Program 

Kelly Willian ....................................... Director of Children and Family Ministries 

Steeple Notes Editor: Janet Smylie. Notices for Steeple Notes should be in writing and in the main church 

office by 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday of the week preceding publication. 


