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In the last Steeple Notes, Pastors Laurie and Gary wrote that the Multi-site Ministry 

Team is moving in a new direction with our two campuses. Who is on the Multi-site 

Team, anyway?   

The Multi-site Ministry Team (MMT), designed to provide overall direction for this 

ministry, includes Amy Bouque (chair), Todd Hibbard, Ron Reynolds, Gary Valade, 

DeAnn Forbes Ervin, Scott Wilkinson and Pastors Gary and Laurie. Resource persons 

are brought in as needed for consultation.  

What is the new direction for multi-site? The last I heard we were developing plans for 

a performing arts academy as well as a worshiping community on the Troy campus.     

You’re right! After spending the summer visioning for Troy, last fall we created a Troy 

Implementation Team to research what a ministry with a Performing Arts Academy 

might look like and what changes would need to be made to the Troy facility to make it 

usable for both worship and performing arts. Chair Kelly Willian made a report to the 

December 8, 2014 church conference, updating progress on the vision and announcing a 

church conference on March 23 to vote on an implementation plan. 

So what has happened since?   

Several new developments have emerged in the last several months. First, Berkley 

United Methodist Church voted to close on December 31 and offered us their building 

and assets for the purpose of starting a new faith community out of the Berkley building.  

The December 8 church conference voted overwhelmingly to accept Berkley’s offer.  

The second development was the formation of the Multi-site Ministry Team, which has 

spent many hours discerning how God is calling us to proceed with both sites. 

What are you proposing at Troy? 

In early January, we learned that in order to make the Troy facility adequate for this 

envisioned purpose (or any other vision that would restore a vital worshiping 

community), there would need to be an investment between $700,000 and $1.4 million.  

There are multiple reasons for this, starting with the requirement to bring the building up 

to code if we are to create a vital and viable worship space. 

We made a decision early on that we would not have a congregational campaign to raise 

money for the Troy building but would rely on the help of “angels.” In testing the waters 
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Traditional Worship 

8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

Sanctuary 

Hymns 

“Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 

“Take Up Thy Cross” 

“For the Healing of the Nations” 

Choirs 

Middle School Bells 

Celebration Ringers 

Disciple Choir 

Genesis Choir 

Chancel Choir 

Scriptures 

Acts 17:1-9 

Romans 12:1-2 

Sermon 

Renegade Gospel: The Rebel Jesus 

“Turning the World Upside Down”  

Rev. Laurie Haller 

Shine Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. 

Christian Life Center 

Scripture 

Matthew 5:13-16 

Sermon 

Renegade Gospel: The Rebel Jesus 

“Chapter 2” 

Rev. Chad Oyer 

Worship at Troy Campus 

9:00 a.m. 

Sanctuary 

Sermon 

Renegade Gospel: The Rebel Jesus  

Rev. Suzanne Walls  

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

Third Sunday of Lent 

March 8, 2015 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the 

glory of God and placed in loving memory 

of A.B. Littleton by Ruth Littleton and 

family. 

The Liturgists are Rev. Gary Haller at 

8:15 and 9:30, and Mark Swarthout at 

11:00. 

The Rosebuds on the altar announce the 

births of Griffin Bennett Roberts, born 

February 12 to Nick and Emily Roberts 

(great-grandparents are Don and Julie 

Nummer); and Caroline Ayres Fulmer, 

born February 19 to Brian and Elizabeth 

Fulmer (grandparents are Blake and Lee 

Green). 

The Greeters are Shelli Adams, Gretchen 

Brewer, Ken Cooper, Dan and Debbie 

Cragnolin, George and Lucy Evans, Rick 

and Julie Forzano, Kerry Fox, Gayle 

Guenther, Carrie Ives, Gary Kratt, Patty 

Morse, Barb Poff, Bob and Ellie 

Sutherland, Don Teichman and Donna 

Wilcox. 

Sunday School 

Nursery care is offered at 9:30 and 11:00. 

9:30 a.m. 

Children’s Sunday School 

Middle School Sunday School 

Middle School Confirmation 

High School Youth Café  
Contemporary Study 

Covenant Bible Study 

Faith Builders 
Parents of Adolescents 

10:30 a.m.  
Adult Sunday School (Troy Campus) 

11:00 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School 

Fundamentals  

Sunday Scholar 

Sunday’s Usher Teams 

8:15 a.m. 
Head Usher: Larry Benson 

9:30 a.m. 

Head Ushers: Beverly Hannett-Price, Todd Menig 

Asst. Head Ushers: Terry Bower, Dan Cooper 

11:00 a.m. 

Head Usher: Mike Barratt 

Asst. Head Ushers: Liz Watkins, Len Billingsley 

11:00 a.m. Shine 
Lead Usher: Ted McClew 



The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to 

praise the Lord during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please 

let us know of any answered prayers, family members in the military returning 

home, births, marriages and other special events. Contact Elise Norwood.  

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the 

hospital since Thursday, February 19: Shirley Hause, Matt Manter 

DID YOU KNOW 

….that the Voice of Hope message for the week of March 8 will be recorded by Anita 

Barratt. To listen to this message, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is answered 

by our automated system. 

….that Daylight Saving Time begins on Sunday, March 8. Don’t forget to “spring forward” 

and set your clocks ahead one hour before going to bed on Saturday night.  

….that we offer a brief service of music, prayer, preaching and communion each Wednesday 

morning during Lent. Rev. Suzanne Walls will lead the service on March 11 beginning at 

7:40 a.m. in the sanctuary.  

….that each spring the United Methodist Women award college scholarships, recognizing 

youth involvement in First Church. 2015 UMW Scholarship applications are available in the 

church office. Submission deadline is March 15, 2015. 

….that Imagine No Malaria, an initiative of The United Methodist Church to prevent and 

treat malaria, has received a Superhero Award from the Rotarians Action Group on Malaria. 

Imagine No Malaria, the only faith-based organization represented among the award 

recipients, was recognized for its grassroots efforts in reaching rural and hard-to-reach areas 

with its prevention methods. 

….that beginning with the March 22 issue of Steeple Notes, member phone numbers and 

email addresses listed in the printed copies will also be included in the electronic version 

posted on our website.  

….that you can sign up to receive Steeple Notes via e-mail. An e-mail link will be sent to 

you when the online version of Steeple Notes is posted to our website (before you receive it 

in the mail). To sign up, send an e-mail to Janet Smylie.  

….that our First Nurses sponsor a Lions Club box for eyeglass and hearing aid donations. 

The box is located outside the sanctuary, across from the Welcome Center. 

….that you can watch our 9:30 a.m. worship service live from the church website. Simply 

follow the “Live Stream” link from the very top of the home page, click on the 

“LiveStream” link by the current date, then click on the arrow to connect. You can also 

watch archived videos of past services. What a great way to stay connected when you can’t 

be in worship! 

mailto:enorwood@fumbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/communications/sermon-archives/sermons-2015/


CHILDREN, STUDENT, AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 

For information about our Children’s Ministry activities (Crib through 5th Grade),  

check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook FUMC Birmingham  

Children and Family Ministries, or contact us to receive a monthly e-mail newsletter. 

Want to get the inside scoop on First Student Ministries? 180seconds is a weekly e-mail 

newsletter with  the most current news for middle school and high school students. Get your 

free subscription today! Sign up under “E-mail Subscriptions” on our website. 

High school Youth Café and middle school Sunday school are following the church-wide 

Lenten study, Renegade Gospel, through March 29. They meet in the Pit at 9:30 a.m. 

Confirmands continue to meet in the Children’s Center. 

Student Mission Day at Cass is March 14….Middle school and high school youth will 

meet in our Fellowship Hall at 9:00 a.m. to make lunch and then go to Cass to serve lunch 

and help with mission activities. We will return by 2:45 p.m. You must register to attend this 

mission event. Sign up by March 8 on Signup Genius at http://www.signupgenius.com/

go/30E0D44A5AA2DA46-cass1. A current notarized medical release form is required to 

attend. Please contact Laura Dickerson with questions. 

Youth 2015 in Orlando, Florida is a United Methodist gathering for 7th-12th graders from 

across the nation with speakers, bands, games and fun! June 23-29; includes a day at Disney/

Universal. For more information, contact Kim Thoren.  

Summer Internships for College Students….Are you looking for a rewarding and 

enjoyable way to spend your summer helping others and earning money for college at the 

same time? The Summer Enrichment Program for elementary school students at the Baldwin 

Center in Pontiac includes traditional academic subjects, classes on healthy living, and arts, 

crafts and sports. Our interns work with the teachers for these classes and accompany the 

students on weekly field trips. Compensation for the summer is $3,100. We have openings 

for four interns. For additional information and an application, please visit 

www.fumcbirmingham.org/baldwin-center-internship. Applications are due by March 24. 

Merry Mates….First day of Spring opportunity! Plan, imagine, be creative and come up 

with something different and easy for your flower and vegetable gardens! Dianne Hilborn, 

Perennial Buyer for Telly’s Greenhouse in Troy, MSU graduate, Landscape and 

Horticulture, and July Cornellier, an associate, will guide us. Friday, March 20 at 6:00 p.m. 

to network, with a catered dinner ($13) and the program to follow. RSVP to Bob and Sharon 

Pierce by early evening on March 15. Merry Mates is a fellowship group for those in their 

fifties and up. Come, enjoy the evening with us. 

Desert Sisters Women’s Retreat….Follow Jesus and “come away to a quiet place” on a 

journey of Amazing Grace at the Northport Bay Retreat Center on the Leelanau Peninsula, 

September 22-25. The cost (TBD) will not exceed $300 and includes room, meals and 

program fees. All FUMC members and previous attenders may register now, followed by 

non-members after March 15, space permitting. Call Joan Duncan to register. Your 

registration will be confirmed when Joan receives your $100 non-refundable deposit.  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR FELLOWSHIP 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions/
mailto:ldickerson@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:kthoren@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/baldwin-center-internship


with these individuals, the MMT confirmed that a financial investment of this magnitude 

is not currently feasible or advisable at this time. Therefore, the MMT is pausing all near-

term initiatives at Troy for the time being. We will continue to explore the viability of a 

performing arts vision as well as research further options for this site. A long-term plan 

will be presented to the congregation no later than July 1, 2016. We will provide periodic 

updates as the process moves forward. In the meantime, on June 30, 2015, worship will 

cease at Troy.   

What about Berkley? 

The Berkley congregation closed on December 31, 2014. However, the campus remains 

active with several community groups and another United Methodist church temporarily 

meeting in the building. The Berkley facility has the ability to support itself for the 

present without any financial help from First UMC because of a generous endowment 

and rental income from the parsonage. 

Do we have a plan for Berkley? 

Yes! The MMT has been approached by Rev. Melanie Carey, our district superintendent, 

and Rev. Dirk Elliott, Director of New Faith Communities and Congregational Develop-

ment for the Detroit Annual Conference. They are inviting us to participate in a new 

program through Path One, our New Church Initiative in The United Methodist Church. 

They have identified a pastor who has completed an eighteen month new church training 

program and will spend the next year (July 1, 2015 – June  30, 2016) in further onsite 

training in a large Midwest congregation with three multi-sites. On July 1, 2016 this 

pastor would be then appointed to First UMC, Birmingham for the purpose of starting a 

new faith community at the Berkley site. This new pastor will be in regular contact with 

the Birmingham campus during that year and will work with the senior pastors and a 

Berkley Vision Team under the leadership of Andy Schueler. 

Why put a new pastor at Berkley and not Troy? 

The MMT has determined that the best chance for a first successful multi-site at First 

UMC will be on the Berkley campus. The reasons are:  

1. Unlike Troy, the Berkley building will not need major renovations.    

2. The Berkley campus is right in the middle of a thriving Detroit suburb with many 

young families living in neighborhoods near the church, and the demographics better 

support the acceptance of new ministry at the site.     

3. The Berkley congregation left sizeable financial assets intended to support the new 

congregation in getting started.   

How will First UMC’s Operating Fund be affected by a campus pastor?  

First UMC will have no financial obligations for the pastor between July 1, 2015 and 

June 30, 2016. All of those costs will be covered by the Detroit Annual Conference and 

the Path One program. We will be responsible for supporting the new pastor starting on 

July 1, 2016. However, generous financial help will be available from the New Church 

Committee of the Detroit Annual Conference. A grant will also likely be available from 

the United Methodist Union. Our belief is that with the Berkley endowment and grant 

money, the new worshiping community will become self-sustaining without major 

financial investment from the First UMC Operating Fund. 
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Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip 

disciples of Christ for ministry 

and mission in the world. 

 

Our Vision: 

 Becoming a church that  

glorifies God, serves Christ,  

loves others, and lives it out. 

When was the last time that a church did something and you were like, “That’s awesome!” 

Or a church did something very important and you said, “I am so glad that they did that for 

our community.”  

These types of reactions were never intended by Jesus to be 

the exception; rather, the norm. Come hear Jesus’ 

expectations for the church and you may just leave saying, 

“That’s awesome!” 

Chad Oyer 

CHAPTER 2 

Find Us On the Web! 

Visit our website at 

www.fumcbirmingham.org  

or simply scan this code  

with the QR App on  

your smartphone. 

How will we pay for expenses for Troy over this next year? 

On July 1st we will place the building in “care take” mode as we analyze the long-term 

future of the Troy campus. We are considering the creation of a Multi-site Ministry Fund, 

separate from the Operating Fund, to cover these minimal expenses.  

Remind me, why are we involved in multi-site? 

Multi-site ministry has proven to be the best way for larger churches to reach new people 

and make disciples of Jesus Christ. Multi-site ministry has been on the radar of First 

UMC for over ten years and was part of the Next Generation Strategic Plan in 2008. At 

the December 2013 annual church conference, our congregation affirmed that God was 

calling us to intentionally seek out multi-site ministry as a way to build the ministries of 

First UMC as we gather, nurture, and equip disciples of Christ and grow God’s kingdom.  

It may seem as if we have space in the pews on Sunday morning, but the reality is that 

our building is bursting at the seams most days, and we simply do not have the room to 

expand our ministries. In addition, multi-site campuses are designed to connect and grow 

disciples in a new location – for those looking for a different worshiping community than 

what we offer.   

What are we going to do on March 23?   

On March 23 at 7:00 p.m. we will have an all-church congregational meeting. Rev. 

Melanie Carey and Dirk Elliott will be present to introduce this exciting opportunity at 

Berkley, share information on a new pastor, and answer your questions as we move 

forward in building God’s kingdom! We hope that all First UMC members and friends 

will be present! 

MULTI-SITE MINISTRY UPDATE (Page 3) 
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March 8 is Hunger Sunday and all loose change in the offering goes to feed the hungry. 

Please remember to bring your loose change to add to the Hunger offering. For checks and 

bills, use an offering envelope and mark the Hunger line. The money donated will be 

credited to our Hunger Ministry, which benefits eleven food providers for the hungry. Also 

plan to visit the Home Foods Table during the coffee hours for delicious baked goodies 

provided by the Triads social group with all donations going to feed the hungry. Our recent 

winter weather has increased the need for hunger donations to care for the large number of 

homeless people needing shelter and nourishment. Every little bit of help counts. 

March Madness for Missions….The NCAA basketball tournament is right around the 

corner! With your help, this year’s March Madness for Missions fundraiser aims to raise 

$4,000 for our Imagine No Malaria campaign. Who will unseat defending champion Joe 

Ford in finding this year’s lucky bracket? Entry donations are $10 and may be dropped off 

in the main office. Auto-pick and donation-only will again be available. To inquire or enter, 

email Dan Hubert.  

One Great Hour of Sharing….The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 

provides short-term emergency supplies to those in need following a natural disaster. FUMC 

Birmingham has responded generously to appeals for assistance with health kits and flood 

buckets following U.S. hurricanes and flooding in the Midwest and Pacific Northwest. 

UMCOR maintains a network of distribution warehouses across the U.S. and abroad that are 

stocked with these supplies so they can be issued quickly to those in need. The salaries and 

overhead costs for managing this distribution network are funded annually through a one-

time, denomination-wide appeal known as One Great Hour of Sharing. In 2015, One Great 

Hour of Sharing is Sunday, March 15. Look for special envelopes in the bulletin that 

morning, or simple write OGHS in the memo line of your check and place it in the offering 

plate. Help make a difference in the work of UMCOR at home and abroad. 

A Henderson Settlement VIM Trip Planning Meeting for interested participants will be 

held at noon on Sunday, March 15 in Room 216. This year’s trip will take place June 21-27, 

and is a wonderful opportunity to participate in a non-construction mission trip. We will 

again be working with youth in the summer program, expanding upon previous years’ units 

of teaching life skills. This is a wonderful opportunity for people of all ages (including 

teenagers with a parent or guardian). For more information, please contact Deb Roy.  

Rummage Sale Dollars at Work….United Methodist Women are committed to supporting 

the youth of this congregation and for many years have awarded college scholarships. 

Scholarship funds come from Rummage Sale proceeds. The goals are to assist Christian 

students in pursuing education/training beyond high school; to recognize a person’s 

involvement in FUMC, Birmingham; and to encourage future church affiliation and 

participation. Applications for the 2015 scholarship are currently available in the church 

office. The submission deadline is March 15, 2015. 

Campbell’s Labels for Education are being collected on behalf of Henderson Settlement. 

The labels are used to acquire vehicles for transportation of youth and seniors in their 

various outreach programs. Please participate in this worthwhile cause. Just cut your labels 

and bring them to the Here I Am Lord kiosk in Fellowship Hall on Sunday or drop them off 

anytime in the church office. More information about the program and participating products 

can be found at www.labelsforeducation.com. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUTREACH 

http://www.labelsforeducation.com
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Birmingham Campus: 1589 W. Maple Road, Birmingham, MI 48009 

Church Office ............................ 248-646-1200 Office Hours ....................... 8:30-5:00, Monday-Friday 

Voice Mail System .................... 248-646-6407 Email Address ............... Office@fumcbirmingham.org 

Church Fax ................................ 248-646-2661 Website ............................. www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Troy Campus: 4050 Coolidge Road, Troy, MI 48085 

Church Office ............................ 248-643-8585 

PASTORAL LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Laurie Haller and Gary Haller, Senior Pastors 
Lindsey Hall, Chad Oyer and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

SENIOR STAFF 

Mary Feldmaier ................................... Director of Membership and Congregational Care 

Doris Hall ............................................ Organist 

Tony Kotwicki..................................... Director of Facilities 
Holly Pisano ........................................ Director of Finance 

Casey Proch ......................................... Director of Music 

Janet Smylie ........................................ Executive Administrative Assistant 
Lisa Wells............................................ Director of Program 

Kelly Willian ....................................... Director of Children and Family Ministries 

Steeple Notes Editor: Janet Smylie. Notices for Steeple Notes should be in writing and in the main church 

office by 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday of the week preceding publication. 


