
To gather, nurture and equip disciples for ministry and mission. APRIL 26, 2015 



Our Purpose: To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Christ for 

ministry and mission in the world. 
 

Our Vision: Becoming a church that  glorifies God,  

serves Christ, loves others, and lives it out. 

Traditional Worship 

8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

Sanctuary 

Hymns 

“Holy, Holy, Holy!” 

“Spirit Song” 

“God, Whose Love is Reigning 

 O’er Us” 

Special Music (9:15 & 11:00) 

Mass in A flat 

by Franz Schubert 

Chancel Choir and Orchestra 

Scripture 

Philippians 4:4-7 

Sermon 

Revival: Living the Methodist Way 

“Influenced by the Mother of 

Methodism”  

Rev. Lindsey Hall 

Shine Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. 

Christian Life Center 

Scripture 

John 6:1-13 

Sermon 

“The Miracle of Multiplication” 

Rev. Chad Oyer 

Worship at Troy Campus 

9:00 a.m. 

Sanctuary 

Sermon 

Rev. Suzanne Walls  

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

April 26, 2015 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the 

glory of God and placed in loving memory 

of Cynthia Boreland by her husband, son 

and family. 

Sunday School 

Nursery care is offered at 9:30 and 11:00. 

9:30 a.m. 

Children’s Sunday School 

Middle School Sunday School 
Middle School Confirmation 

High School Youth Café  

Contemporary Study 
Covenant Bible Study 

Faith Builders 

Parents of Adolescents 

10:30 a.m.  
Adult Sunday School (Troy Campus) 

11:00 a.m. 
Children’s Sunday School 

Fundamentals  
Sunday Scholar 

Sunday’s Usher Teams 

8:15 a.m. 
Head Usher: Carrol Falberg 

9:30 a.m. 

Head Usher: Karen Mobley 

Asst. Head Ushers: Sam Jackson, Steve Murdock 

11:00 a.m. 

Head Usher: Frank Ruprich 
Asst. Head Ushesr: Kyle Thoren, Bob Everson 

11:00 a.m. Shine 
Lead Usher: Laura Mason 

Find Us On the Web! 

Visit our website at 

www.fumcbirmingham.org  

or simply scan this code  

with the QR App on  

your smartphone. 



Margaret Stout 

April 10, 2015  

“And I will dwell in the House of the Lord forever.” 

IN MEMORIAM 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in 

the hospital on Thursday, April 16:  Shirley Thornton, Laurie Miller, Ann Van Deusen, Patty 

Glass 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the 

hospital since Thursday, April 9: Shirley Hause 

“And he took the little children into his arms and blessed them…” We are pleased to 

announce that Johann Alfred Wisley-Schulz was baptized on April 12. 

Intercepted Note of Thanks….Thank you for all the thoughts, prayers, cards, and notes 

while I was in the hospital, nursing home, and home recovering from back surgery. It meant 

a lot to me to know people care. I will be back soon! —Jane Leffler Snyder 

….that the Voice of Hope message for the week of April 26 will be recorded by Greg 

LaBrake. The title of his offering is “Here Comes the Son.” To listen to this message, call 

248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system. 

….that thanks to your generosity, this year’s March Madness for Missions raised over 

$3,500 for Nothing But Nets malaria relief in Africa. Congratulations to bracket winner 

Luke Newingham, who edged little brother Evan (along with 310 other brackets) for the 

2015 title. Luke’s name will be engraved alongside past winners on the missions plaque 

upstairs. Thanks to all for participating! 

….that we have many items in our Lost and Found. Items will be displayed during the coffee 

hours on April 26. Please take anything that belongs to you. All unclaimed items will be 

donated to the Rummage Sale. 

….that just in time for Mother’s Day, Creative Café will be selling lovely gifts and more 

during the coffee hours on May 3. All proceeds will go to Spirit Journey mission. 

….that the Christian Classic Book Club will meet on Wednesday, May 13 (note date 

change) at 7:00 p.m. to discuss One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovitch by Solzhenitsyn. For 

more information, please contact course leader Bev Hannett-Price (bprice@dcds.edu). 

….that a $30 donation to our Partners in Mission fund will light the Missions Candle on the 

altar. Most May Sundays are available. Please contact Janet Smylie (646-6407 ext. 3121 or 

office@fumcbirmingham.org) for more information or to schedule a date. 

….that we are offering an exciting mission opportunity at the Spirit Journey camp in 

Northport Michigan, June 26-28. Make lodging reservations now. Call Jeanne Fritz (217-

621-9113) for more information. More details to follow. 

DID YOU KNOW 

mailto:bprice@dcds.edu
mailto:office@fumbirmingham.org


CHILDREN, STUDENT, AND FAMILY MINISTRIES 

For information about our Children’s Ministry activities (Crib through 5th Grade),  

check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook FUMC Birmingham  

Children and Family Ministries, or contact us at sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org  

to receive a monthly email newsletter. 

Want to get the inside scoop on First Student Ministries? 180seconds is a weekly e-mail 

newsletter with  the most current news for middle school and high school students. Get your 

free subscription today! Sign up under “E-mail Subscriptions” on our website. 

Meaning and Significance of Baptism….Led by clergy and lay staff, this class for parents 

explains the biblical basis for why our church baptizes infants and children, the unique 

benefits of baptism, and how God works in the lives of infants, children and their parents to 

produce spiritual growth and the ongoing ministry of the church. The next class is Sunday, 

May 10 at 11:00 a.m. and will cover baptisms through August. Baptisms will take place on 

the following Sundays: May 17 (9:30), June 21 (10:00), July 19 (10:00) and August 16 

(10:00). Please contact Janet Smylie (office@fumcbirmingham.org or 646-6407 ext. 3121) 

to register for the class or to schedule a baptism. 

Brand New to FUMC: Discovery Theatre Camp! Please contact Beth Torrey (btorrey@ 

fumcbirmingham.org) for a registration form or more information.  

Theatre Fun! Have fun bringing out your inner actor. We will play creative games, 

explore movement, learn theatre basics, and have a great time. July 6-10 from 9:00-

11:00 a.m. for kindergarten through third grade. Cost: $125.  

Telling Tales! Developing actors’ tools in voice, body, expression and imagination, 

participants will explore story and character creation in fun and unique ways. A 

showcase for parents and friends will culminate the two-week workshop. August 17-28 

from 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. for fourth through eighth grades. Cost: $400.  

Have you ever thought you’d like to know more about the life of John Wesley? Maybe 

you’ve wanted to visit England for the first time or see parts of England you’ve never before 

seen? Here’s your chance! Revs. Gary and Laurie Haller are joining with Rev. Jack and 

Judy Harnish to sponsor a Wesley Heritage Tour from November 9-17, 2015, with optional 

post-tours of London or Ireland. An informational meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 

6 at 7:00 p.m. in the Thomas Parlor. Come with your questions! 

WESLEY HERITAGE TOUR 

Jesus knows you by name (Isaiah 43:1). We would also like to know your name! 

Please wear a nametag on Sunday, May 3. The Connecting Hospitality Ministry area would 

like you to wear a nametag that you have from a church group, work group, or a nametag 

from another outside group. And if you come without one on May 3, we will have nametags 

available for you. We want to know your name! 

WE WANT TO KNOW YOUR NAME! 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:msheilas@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions/
mailto:office@fumbirmingham.org
mailto:btorrey@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:btorrey@fumcbirmingham.org


Did you know that every year our first graders learn, study, and memorize The Lord’s 

Prayer in Sunday school class?  As the children of our church grow in their faith and love for 

God, they also grow in their knowledge of Scripture and prayer.  This Sunday, the first 

graders will pray the Lord’s Prayer during the 9:30 a.m. service.  They’ve worked hard all 

year to memorize this prayer, so please be sure to worship with us this Sunday and support 

the first graders in their wonderful faith-building accomplishment. 

Did you know that this Sunday is also Big Music Sunday?  Casey Proch, Director of Music, 

will lead the chancel choir and orchestra in Mass in A Flat.  Several beautiful pieces will be 

sung including Gloria, Credo,Benedictus, Agnes Dei, and Dona Nobs Pacem.  The choir is 

sure to shine, the orchestra is sure to inspire!  You don’t want to miss this special worship at 

9:30 and 11:00 a.m.! 

Did you know that we are currently doing a sermon series called “Revival:  Living the 

Methodist Way”?  Each week in worship we are learning about our Wesleyan heritage from 

the brothers who began the Methodist Movement, John and Charles Wesley.  This week in 

worship we will also learn a little bit about their mother, Susanna Wesley, nicknamed the 

Mother of Methodism. 

Did you know you still have time to pick up a copy of Flat John or Charles Wesley? Be sure 

to stop by the main office if you’ve missed out.  Then capture a picture with Flat John or 

Charles engaged in an act of devotion or mercy.  Perhaps your act of devotion will be 

worshipping, reading Scripture, praying, or taking communion.  Or maybe your act of mercy 

will be serving others, engaging in mission, or showing compassion and justice.  After you 

have taken a picture with Flat John or Charles, email it to Sheila Smith at sheilas@ 

fumcbirmingham.org by May 24th.  A slideshow of pictures will be displayed in Fellowship 

Hall the following Sunday.  Praying the Lord’s Prayer, enjoying special music, and 

capturing snapshots with Flat John or Charles Wesley...it is sure to be a fun Sunday in 

worship!  See you then! 

Pastor Lindsey Hall 

 

EXCITING SPRING EVENTS AT FIRST CHURCH 

THE MIRACLE OF MULTIPLICATION 

It’s possible that of all of Jesus’ miracles, there’s been more talk about two fish and five 

loaves of bread than any other. 

And exactly why might that be? 

Could it be that nothing generates more talk than the miracle of 

multiplication?  

If so, then let’s keep the conversation going. 

Pastor Chad Oyer 

mailto:sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org


FUMC Mission Cookbook….Looking for a perfect Mother’s Day gift? The latest edition of 

the FUMC Missions Cookbook will be available during the coffee hours on Sundays, April 

26 and May 3. Just $20 (plus $2.50 for a stand) makes it a real bargain. Treat your mother, 

sister, daughter or anyone to our beautiful cookbook while supplies last. Remember, all 

money from the sale of these cookbooks support our local, national and international 

missions. Be a part of this dynamic ministry. 

“Tag a Bag” Food Collection Drive is April 26-May 3. The Hunger Ministry is once again 

sponsoring the Food Drive to benefit local food pantries. It’s been a long, cold winter and 

the shelves are especially under-stocked. Even in a typical year, giving slows as spring and 

summer approach, while the need remains constant. Please help us support these pantries, 

including Lighthouse and Baldwin in Pontiac, Cass and Brightmoor in Detroit, and DORT in 

Flint. All you have to do is fill your paper grocery bag, which will be handed out on Sunday, 

April 26 after all services. Then return your filled bag(s) to FUMC on Sunday, May 3. (If 

you cannot attend on May 3, bags may be dropped off in the church office before that date.) 

As always, thank you for your generosity! 

Hunger Ministry….Mother’s Day, May 10, is the second Sunday of the month, which is 

also Hunger Sunday for our congregation. Bakers are needed for the Home Foods Table that 

morning. If you would like to bake in honor or remembrance of your mother, grandmother 

or other special lady, please contact Carol Rillema (248-851-6438 or crillema@gmail.com). 

Label your baked items with the name of the baked good (i.e.: bran muffin) and the person 

you are honoring or remembering. Other homemade specialties such as jellies, jams, candies, 

pickles, gluten-free and no-added-sugar items are welcomed. Remember, our church is a 

“nuts free zone” which means no tree nuts or peanuts, nut oils, nut butter or nut flavoring. 

Donations for your baked “goodies” will be used toward hunger relief. Hunger does not 

observe holidays and hunger among children is of special concern to mothers everywhere.  

We are seeking Garden Hosts for the 2015 and 2016 FUMC Garden Tours. This is an easy 

way to share your garden with fellow garden enthusiasts. This is our fourth year; we have 

been blessed with 15 shared gardens thus far. Might yours be next? Please contact Garden 

Tour Chair Jay Shell (jay.shell@gmail.com). 

Spirit Journey Mission, together with Church and Society Ministry, present the compelling 

documentary Our Fires Still Burn (A Native American Experience). Audrey Geyer, the 

creator of the documentary, will be the presenter. The film reveals how Native Americans 

continue to persist, heal from the past, confront the challenges of today, keep their culture 

alive, and make great contributions to society. You will be moved! Brandon Ahmicasaube 

Smith, the founder and director of Spirit Journey, will also share a video highlighting Spirit 

Journey activities and how we can help this important mission of our church. Friday, May 8 

at 7:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Coffee and dessert provided. There is no need to register 

and there is no charge for this event. 

Kroger Community Rewards Program….The need is great. Help the hungry every time 

you shop at Kroger! It’s that time of year again: time to re-enroll your Kroger Card for the 

Community Rewards Program. A portion of your Kroger spending will then support the 

FUMC Hunger Ministry programs that provide food assistance for those in need. Go to 

www.krogercommunityrewards.com and complete your annual enrollment today! 

Questions? Contact Chris Stout (stoutemail@gmail.com).  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUTREACH 

mailto:crillema@gmail.com
mailto:jay.shell@gmail.com
mailto:stoutemail@gmail.com


Donate curbside: 

 Sunday, April 26 from 4:00-8:00 p.m. (Please do not bring items before 4:00) 

 Monday and Tuesday, April 27-28 from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 No donations accepted on Wednesday, April 29 

Please be selective and donate items in good working condition without rips, stains or chips. 

The sale incurs costs to dispose of damaged items. For lists of items needed and not 

accepted, visit the church website. 

Sale hours: 

 Wednesday, April 29 from 6:00-9:00 p.m. (30% mark-up) 

 Thursday, April 30 from 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. (regular price) 

 Friday, May 1 from 9:00-11:00 a.m. (bag day) 

IT’S RUMMAGE SALE WEEK! 

On Friday, April 24 at 7:00 p.m., Fred Lessing will present his “Hidden Child Holocaust 

Survivor” story in Fellowship Hall. Mr. Lessing was six years old and living in Nazi-

occupied Holland when he was placed in hiding by his parents. He lived with a dozen 

families during the war years and they sheltered him from Nazi death squads. His story is 

one of childhood innocence lost, the power of a mother’s love, living in the grip of fear, the 

kindness of complete strangers, and ultimately, of survival in the face of an unspeakable 

evil. Mr. Lessing will share his memories of his time in hiding. It is an astounding and 

emotionally moving story. At the conclusion of the presentation, he will share his thoughts 

on the lessons we all can draw from the Holocaust that are as relevant today as they were 70 

years ago. We are fortunate to host such a gifted storyteller. The event is sponsored by 

Church and Society Ministry, and they encourage all families to attend. The program is 

suitable for middle school students and older youth. 

HIDDEN CHILD HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR 

High School Graduates and  families...Sunday, May 17 is Graduation Sunday! 

We celebrate our member graduates and recognize them at a special service in the sanctuary 

at the11 a.m. service. 

Families and students first break bread at the Graduate Brunch  in the at 9:30 a.m. in the 

Thomas Parlor. To RSVP for brunch and/or to include your student in the bulletin insert and 

Steeple Notes, please contact Liz Larson-Shidler by May 8th at liz@fumcbirmingham.org. 

GRADUATION SUNDAY 

When you are on vacation or can’t get to church, you can watch our 9:30 a.m. worship 

service live from the church website. Simply follow the “Live Stream” link from the very 

top of the home page, click on the “LiveStream” link by the current date, then click on the 

arrow to connect. You can also watch archived videos of past services. What a great way to 

stay connected when you can’t be in worship 

WORSHIP LIVE STREAM 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/rummage-sale-2/
mailto:liz@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/communications/sermon-archives/sermons-2015/
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Birmingham Campus: 1589 W. Maple Road, Birmingham, MI 48009 

Church Office ............................ 248-646-1200 Office Hours ....................... 8:30-5:00, Monday-Friday 

Voice Mail System .................... 248-646-6407 Email Address ............... Office@fumcbirmingham.org 

Church Fax ................................ 248-646-2661 Website ............................. www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Troy Campus: 4050 Coolidge Road, Troy, MI 48085 

Church Office ............................ 248-643-8585 

PASTORAL LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Laurie Haller and Gary Haller, Senior Pastors 
Lindsey Hall, Chad Oyer and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

SENIOR STAFF 

Mary Feldmaier ................................... Director of Membership and Congregational Care 

Doris Hall ............................................ Organist 

Tony Kotwicki..................................... Director of Facilities 
Holly Pisano ........................................ Director of Finance 

Casey Proch ......................................... Director of Music 

Janet Smylie ........................................ Executive Administrative Assistant 
Lisa Wells............................................ Director of Program 

Kelly Willian ....................................... Director of Children and Family Ministries 

Steeple Notes Editor: Janet Smylie. Notices for Steeple Notes should be in writing and in the main church 

office by 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday of the week preceding publication. 


