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Summer Worship Hours and Birmingham Pentecost 

Summer is my favorite time of 

year because the pace slows a bit, 

and I love to be outside. Over the 

years, I’ve discovered how 

important the rhythm of the 

seasons is to my own spiritual life 

and to our church life. It is good 

to enjoy a change of pace, read a 

good book, go on vacation or hit 

a few balls on the golf course.   

Summer is upon us here at Birmingham First, at well. 

Many classes and choirs for children, youth and adults are 

ending for the program year, and some committees take 

a summer break. Lest you think we close up shop at 

Birmingham First, however, you are greatly misled! We 

are gearing up right now for lots of special summer 

activities that deepen our faith, including Vacation Bible 

School, mission trips for all ages, Choir Camp for grades 

4-12, and a new Choir Camp Junior for grades K-3. 

Please note that we go to our summer worship schedule 

this Sunday, June 5, which is our Birmingham 

Pentecost celebration. Worship is at 8:30 and 10:00 

a.m. in the Sanctuary and 10:00 a.m. at Shine. Please join 

us out on the lawn after 10:00 worship for refreshments 

and a chance to meet our new Duke intern, Patrick 

Craig, Rev. Dan and Autumn Hart, and Rev. Zack Dunlap 

and family. It will be a great morning! And wear 

something red! 

So, reconnect with your spirit, discover your joy, and 

find some way to serve others this summer. Our 

Sanctuary summer series, Wise Up (Wisdom from 

Proverbs), along with weekly hymn sings, will both 

inspire and challenge you.   

Blessings, 

Pastor Laurie 

P.S. Don’t forget our General Conference Forum this 

Friday from 7:00-9:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary (live-

streaming is available) and the Haiti concert on Sunday at 

7:00 p.m. in the Christian Life Center. Also, our new 

Security System will be in place by July 5 (see article 

elsewhere in Steeple Notes). 

Spirit Reaching 

Over the last few weeks we have been talking about some biblical 

stories that can root us in faith and move us to reach out to 

others. As we enter into June and move to summer hours this 

week, join us at 10:00 a.m. as we close our series with the 

wonderful story of Pentecost found in Acts chapter 2. 

We know from the Bible that the breath of God is with us even 

at creation, and yet the Holy Spirit becomes new to us again in 

the Pentecost story. We are reminded that God is with us in the 

Spirit, and in turn, we are one in the Spirit. We are called to carry 

the flame of Christ out into the world to share it with all we encounter.  

Pastor Dan 
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

May 30: Ron Cunningham 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Monday,  

May 23: Bobbie Guerber, Ed Pugh 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Gary and Joy Morris and family on the death of his 

mother, Ruth Morris, on May 29. 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with the family and friends of Ed Harris, who died on May 31.  

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Rev. Matt and Leigh Hook and family on the death of her 

mother, Margaret Goodwin, on May 23. 

Intercessory Prayer 

The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord 

during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered 

prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events. 

Contact Elise Norwood (enorwood@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3127) or use a 

Prayer Request Card, available in the sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be 

dropped off in the Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office. 

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Greg LaBrake with the title “A 

Mother’s Love.” To listen, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call is answered by our 

automated system. 

….that Chuck Truza was honored this month in California with the Boy Scout Central 

Region’s Silver Antelope Award for outstanding service to youth development.  

Congratulations, Chuck! 

….that a new issue of the Here I Am Lord Missions Newsletter is out. Catch up on the stories of 

the many ways people in our church are impacting our community, nation and the world. Pick 

up a copy at the missions kiosk on Sunday or click here to see the current edition. Your donations to the Partners in 

Mission fund are hard at work and we thank you for your support.  

….that women of Birmingham First are invited to attend a unit meeting of United Methodist Women on Tuesday, June 

7 at 7:00 p.m. in Thomas Parlor. Meet the Executive Board, vote on revised bylaws and standing rules, hear an update 

on the 2016 rummage sale, and celebrate the rummage sale’s success. Pick up a copy of the bylaws in advance from the 

UMW box in the church office or check out the UMW page on the church website.  

….that tickets for the 5th annual Birmingham First Garden Tour on Saturday, July 9 to benefit youth participation in 

mission trips are available in the church office and through the church website. Get your tickets early; still just $10 

each! 

….that if you have received an inheritance, consider gifting part of it to the church in memory of the loved one who 

remembered you. You can make this gift now or in your estate plan. 

Did You Know 

June 1, 2016 

mailto:enorwood@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/missions-newsletter/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/ministries/growing-in-faith/united-methodist-women/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/garden-tour/
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Children, Student and Family Ministries 

“Steppin Out” Summer Camps….These unique camps are a terrific opportunity for your 

daughter to “step out” into the wonderful world of dance. They incorporate God-honoring,  

pro-family values and principles while being creative, educational and a whole lot of fun! Everyday 

features include dance class, crafts, devotions, games, storytelling, snacks, and final day 

performance. Each session is 4 days, 3 hours each day, and they are all different so you can sign up for 

any and all! No dance experience necessary. Clever crafts uniquely created for each camp serve as 

terrific mementos of a fabulous summer spent dancing! For more information and a registration form, 

see the church website or call Miss Jen, Director of Steppin' Out (248-756-1970). 

Opportunities for Outreach 

Tiny Houses Big Steps….Come hear Rev. Faith Fowler from Cass talk about the exciting new game changer for 

those in poverty. Tiny Houses Big Steps is happening in Detroit! Informational open house at the home of Mark and 

Karla Bole on Thursday, June 2 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. RSVP to karla.bole@yahoo.com for more details. 

Concert for Haiti….On Sunday, June 5, our own Scott Wilkinson and The Jill Jack Band will hold court in the CLC, 

hosting a multi-media presentation raising funds to support the on a-going mission work in Jeremie, Haiti. The concert 

starts at 7:00 p.m. and tickets cost $20. For those looking for the complete “Haiti” experience, a Haitian-themed 

dinner will be served at 5:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall...the “dinner and concert” ticket is $40. Tickets can be purchased 

in the church office or through the church website. Please come!  

Costa Rica Missionaries to Visit….Ella and Will Faircloth, our Costa Rica missionaries, will be at our church on 

Sunday, June 26. They will give the Mission Moment in worship, and then at 11:00 a.m. we will have a free brunch in 

Fellowship Hall for all who are interested in their work in Costa Rica. This will be a time where you can talk with the 

Faircloths and they will bring us up to date on their work. Sign up during the coffee hours on June 5, 12 or 19.  

South Oakland Shelter, August 7-14….South Oakland Shelter (S.O.S.) is the moveable homeless shelter for 

individuals who are seeking work or are currently employed and within weeks or days of having earned their way off 

the streets.  Area churches host up to thirty individuals for one week each year. We are seeking volunteers for 

transportation, breakfast or dinner preparation, lunch packing, hosting, and night security in order to support our 

guests during their week at Birmingham First. Volunteer sign up will take place during the coffee hours. If you should 

have any questions, please call Kathy Nauer (248-390-2600) or Page Gorman (248-739-6263). 

Help the Hungry Every Time You Shop at Kroger….The need is great! It’s that time of year again—time to re-

enroll your Kroger Card for the Community Rewards Program. A portion of your Kroger spending will then support 

our Hunger Ministry program that provides food assistance for those in need. Go to krogercommunityrewards.com 

and complete your annual enrollment today. Questions? Contact Chris Stout (stoutmail@gmail.com). 

For information about our Children’s Ministry activities (Crib through 5th Grade),  

check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook FUMC Birmingham Children and Family Ministries,  

or contact us at sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org to receive a monthly email newsletter. 

Want to get the inside scoop on First Student Ministries?  

“180Seconds” is our newsletter for middle school students.  

“Make Your Mark” is our newsletter for high school students.  

Get your free subscription today! Sign up under “E-News” on the church website. 

 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/dance/
mailto:karla.bole@yahoo.com
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/haiti-concert/
http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
mailto:stoutmail@gmail.com
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/ministries/children-and-families/
mailto:sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions
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So, What Happened in Portland? 

The 2016 General Conference of the global United Methodist Church is in session 

in Portland, Oregon from May 10-20. The General Conference (GC) is the top 

policy making body of the Church. The GC can revise church law, as well as adopt 

resolutions, on current moral, social and policy issues. The GC can also adopt 

changes to the governance structure of the worldwide church. In short, what 

happens at the GC can directly and dramatically impact every local United 

Methodist Church, including our very own. 

On Friday, June 3 from 7:00-8:45 p.m. in our Sanctuary, Church and Society is hosting “So, What Happened in 

Portland?”, the second of two Michigan area-wide informational forums on the 2016 United Methodist Church General 

Conference. The forums are co-sponsored by First United Methodist Church of Birmingham and the Detroit 

Renaissance District. The first forum was held on April 22 and gave United Methodists in Michigan an opportunity to 

engage in a preview of the issues, challenges and possible outcomes from this year’s General Conference.   

During this second forum, GC delegates—including Pastor Laurie and our District Superintendent, Reverend Charles 

Boayue—will provide a first-hand review of the conference proceedings and discuss the decisions taken in Portland on 

issues including the challenges facing the global church, the church and human sexuality, and strategies to revitalize our 

churches and expand our ministries.  

So, what happened in Portland? The best way to find out is to join fellow United Methodists from around the state in 

our Sanctuary on June 3. If you are unable to attend, the forum will be live streamed. 

Birmingham First Tour 

Have you ever wondered about the history of the rooms in our church or what they are all used for? The Connecting 

Ministry/Hospitality team is hosting a tour of the building on Sunday, June 12 at 11:00 a.m. Join our guides, led by Steve  

Murdock, outside the Martin Room (turn right as you exit the Sanctuary) to begin the tour. No reservations required. 

Contact Mary Feldmaier (mfeldmaier@fumbirmingham.org) with any questions. Looking forward to seeing you there! 

Opportunities for Fellowship 

Join Mixed Doubles for an Evening of “Talk and Tapas”….The Mixed Doubles social group will have an evening 

of “Talk and Tapas,” hosted by Margaret Suter on her deck. Please bring a dinner-appropriate appetizer to share.  

(Tapas is the Spanish way to have dinner with a variety of interesting appetizers). Beverages will be provided. Mixed 

Doubles is a social group for couples and singles in their fifties and sixties. All are welcome. Saturday, June 11 at 6:00 

p.m. Wear casual deck attire appropriate for the weather, but we'll be inside if it rains. Please RSVP to Margaret (248-

644-5925) by Wednesday, June 8. 

Sunday Social is on the move! Join us for a lovely trip and tour of the Frederik Meijer 

Gardens and Sculpture Park. On Wednesday, June 15 we will leave the church at 7:45 a.m., 

have a nice continental breakfast on the bus, and arrive at the Gardens for a tram tour of 

the park. We will then have time for lunch and a little shopping before we head back. 

Reservations are a must and space might be limited, so please call Sue Anderson Dale (248-

646-6407 ext. 3160 or cell number in directory) to sign up. Cost is $20, with everything 

included but your lunch. 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/communications/sermon-archives/sermons-2016/
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
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Introduction to the New Security System 

For several months we’ve witnessed countless wires being strung through the hallways, 

discreet cameras being installed on corridor ceilings and in several offices, and new 

security panels placed at our primary entrances with buzzers and cameras. The 

installation is nearing its conclusion, and our new security system is almost ready to go 

into effect. 

Why are we going to so much trouble? For the security of our members, our children 

and grandchildren. Churches are among the most vulnerable of all public spaces. A 

surprising number of shootings have taken place in churches around the country, both 

during the week and on Sunday mornings. For well over a decade, various members have 

asked the church to take steps to better secure the building.  After much hard work and study, we are doing so now.  

We have already implemented several security measures. You may have noticed that we’ve added a security door to 

the Preschool area, which is locked when the Preschool is in session during the week. The east door to the church is 

also locked during the week as it provides direct access to the children. We have asked our Preschool parents to enter 

by the main (south) door of the church where we have a receptionist. Parents have been delighted. Do you know the 

first question parents ask when coming to a church? It’s “Will my child be secure?” They are very willing to trade 

convenience for safety.  

Here are the essentials you need to know about the new security system and procedures:  

1. Tuesday, July 5, is our intended launch date. 

2. The south main entrance to the church and the CLC entrance will be unlocked Monday–Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 

8:30 p.m. for easy entrance. There will be receptionists at both of these doors.   

3. More “handicap” parking will be added near the main entrance for use during the week and on Sunday.  

4. The west kitchen entrance and the north circle drive entrance may be entered by using the buzzer on the new 

exterior security panels. Staff inside the building will be able to view and screen whoever needs entry. New 

hardware has been added to the doors, enabling staff to unlock them remotely.  

5. On Sunday morning the main doors, CLC entry, kitchen door and circle drive door will all be unlocked. The east 

door to the children’s wing will be locked for the protection of our children. 

6. The church will be locked on Sunday between 1:00 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. It will be unlocked again between 4:30 and 

7:30 p.m.  

7. On Saturdays, the CLC receptionist will screen and open the Main Entrance as needed.  

8. There will be times when more doors are unlocked, such as during the Rummage Sale and some special events.  

9. All Preschool classrooms will now have phones which can be used as an intercom system in times of emergency.  

These measures may feel inconvenient and take some time to adjust to. Still, it’s far less extreme than what many 

churches and schools have needed to do. There are several compelling reasons why we are moving in this direction. 

Our Security Task Force has gone to a training by the Michigan State Police in Lansing on church security and 

consulted with a community relations liaison from the Birmingham Police. We believe that the above measures will 

help our church move into a safer future.  

We ask for your patience as we “live into” this more secure environment. Please know that we’re doing the best we 

can and are seeking to minimize any inconvenience. We also know that our work is not done, and we’ll be looking at 

further steps in the future. Please contact a Security Task Force member if you have a special circumstance that needs 

consideration. 

Your Security Task Force: Gary Haller, Laurie Haller, Kelly Willian, Mary Feldmaier, Frank Mei, Karen Plants, Tony 

Kotwicki, Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Lisa Wells  



You can sign up on our website to receive periodic e-mails from FUMC. Go to www.fumcbirmingham.org 

and click on the green “Sign up for ENews” button on the right-hand side of the home page or through “E-News” at 

the top of the home page. It’s easy to sign up, and you can “unsubscribe” at any time. You can sign up to receive: 

 Children and Family Ministries—Upcoming events and volunteer opportunities 

 Death and Funeral Notices—Deaths in our First Church family  

 First Word—FUMC special news and reports 

 Here I Am, Lord Newsletter—Information on mission opportunities 

 “Make Your Mark”—Monthly newsletter for high school students and their parents  

 “180Seconds”—News for middle school students and their parents 

 Shine Updates—News about our Shine contemporary worship service 

 Steeple Notes—Our First Church weekly newsletter 

On Our Website 

Summer Schedule 

Christian Life Center Summer Hours:  

Monday-Thursday     7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Friday     7:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Summer Worship Hours begin June 5. Nursery care and Sunday School are offered at the 

10:00 hour. 

Traditional Worship 8:30 and 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Shine Worship     10:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Summer Office Hours begin June 6. 

Monday-Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Friday 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
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Visio Divina Invites Us Into “Divine Seeing” 

The Faith Formation committee is offering you an opportunity to exhibit a favorite photo, an image or a photo of a 

work of art that either you or someone else (with permission) has created and that is pleasing to your eye. Please 

provide a scripture, a verse or your own words to help the viewer see what you see.   

Your entry should be presented to us for display in either a black or white mat (not framed). Size should be at least 8 x 

10” and no larger than 10 x 14”, including the mat. Cards will be prepared to accompany your entry. Think about what 

you would like to share. 

Entry forms are available in the church office or electronically via our church website. Please provide an entry form to 

express your interest. Send to Joan Duncan via email (dunmar915@att.net) or in member mail. Actual entries should 

be received in our church office no later than Friday, September 23. The Visio Divina exhibit will be in Fellowship Hall 

October 2 through October 9. 

If you have questions or would like additional information, please call Joan Duncan (248-225-0049) or Sue Csernits 

(248-321-9362). 

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001pNRQhF_J28dP8hCwgNsgPYEcsXwUoWv7IZscwi3yliNNKmoQ0svT6nvscC6j_wI3Ej1dzETz8eHIzRrKQ1KaBe0baapOZhemRunc120wBLadeXXsmnYx6Ru42_mSd8r3v_eKw1JpWzI4YFtZRJ-0wIb1cOpGfEN0Dbd1ia8SYx9iYf_z_FEcdfEEptnIvruB
mailto:dunmar915@att.net
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This Week at First Church 

Sunday,     June 5 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

11:00 a.m. Pentecost Celebration 

5:00 p.m. Baptism Class 

5:30 p.m. Dinner / Haiti 

7:00 p.m. Concert / Haiti 

Monday,     June 6 

8:00 a.m. Cardio Weight Training 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:30 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

12:30 p.m. Cards in the Afternoon 

1:00 p.m. Front Porches 

2:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

7:00 p.m. Covenant Bible Study III 

7:00 p.m. SPRC   

Tuesday,  June 7 

6:30 a.m. Tuesday Men’s Bible Study 

9:00 a.m. Mat Pilates 

9:30 a.m. MahJong 

9:30 a.m. Tuesday Women’s Study 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

7:00 p.m. Hunger Ministry 

7:00 p.m. UMW Unit Meeting 

Wednesday, June 8 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group 

 (Burnett) 

8:00 a.m. Cardio Weight Training 

9:00 a.m. Imagination Station 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

12:30 p.m. Cards in the Afternoon 

2:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

6:00 p.m. Endowment Committee 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts Troop #1032 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Thursday, June 9 

9:00 a.m. Imagination Station 

9:00 a.m. VBS Crew Meeting 

9:00 a.m. Young Mother’s Study 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:30 p.m. Tai Chi 

5:15 p.m. Bible Study—Snyder 

6:00 p.m. Cuba Mission Team 

6:45 p.m. Faith Formation Ministry 

Friday,   June 10 

8:00 a.m. Cardio Weight Training 

9:00 a.m. Imagination Station 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

Saturday,  June 11 

Christian Life Center Closed 

Sunday,     June 12 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

11:00 p.m. Church Tour 

6:00 p.m. VBS Training 

 

 

Wednesday, June 1 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s Group

  

8:00 a.m. Cardio Weight Training 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

12:30 p.m. Cards in the Afternoon 

1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee 

2:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Potluck 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts Troop #1032 

7:00 p.m. Christian Classic Book Club 

8:00 p.m. Men’s Bible Study 

Thursday, June 2 

9:00 a.m. Young Mother’s Study 

10:15 a.m. Hungry for More? 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

11:15 a.m. 3 Year Old Spring Program 

1:00 p.m. Branding Task Force Meeting 

1:30 p.m. Tai Chi 

Friday,   June 3 

8:00 a.m. Cardio Weight Training 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

7:00 p.m. Post General Conference 

 Forum 

Saturday,  June 4 

Christian Life Center Closed 

11:00 a.m. Ed Harris Funeral 

Let’s Get Social! 

Browse our website: (www.fumcbirmingham.org) 

Join our Facebook page: (www.facebook.com/fumcbirmingham)  

Follow us on Twitter: (www.twitter.com/Birmingham FUMC) 

Watch us on YouTube: (www.youtube.com/FirstUMCBirmingham) 

First United Methodist Church 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.facebook.com/fumcbirmingham
http://www.twitter.com/BirminghamFUMC
http://www.youtube.com/FirstUMCBirmingham
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Traditional Worship 
8:30 and 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Acts 2:1-21 

Resurrection Power: 

“Filled with New Wine!” 

Rev. Laurie Haller 

Hymns: 

“O Spirit of the Living God” 

“Spirit of Gentleness” 

“I’m Goin’ a Sing When the Spirit Says Sing” 

8:30 and 10:00 — Chancel Choir 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Acts 2:1-14 

Rooted and Reaching: 

“One Spirit, One Voice” 

Rev. Dan Hart 

June 1, 2016 

The Liturgists are Rev. Gary Haller in the Sanctuary 

and Rev. Lindsey Hall at Shine. 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed in loving memory of John Wenstrand by his 

wife and family. 

The Missions Candle is lit in appreciation of Beverly 

Hannett-Price’s faithful leadership of the Christian Classic 

Book group. 

Steeple Notes is published weekly by First United Methodist Church. Notices should be in writing and submitted to Janet Smylie in the 

church office by 5:00 p.m. on Monday.  

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence, 

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  office@fumcbirmingham.org 

www.fumcbirmingham.org 

  

Gary Haller and Laurie Haller, Senior Pastors 

Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart, Suzanne Walls and Zack Dunlap, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

Please wear red this Sunday as we celebrate 

Pentecost. 

Please wear a name tag this Sunday. The 

Connecting Hospitality Ministry area would like you to 

wear a name tag that you have from a church group, 

work group, or another outside group. And if you come 

without one, we will have name tags available for you. 

We want to know your name! 

Pentecost Celebration                                  Sunday, June 5, 2016 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A1-21&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A1-14&version=NRSV
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org

