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Rooted and Ready 

 

T 
hank you for the 

warm welcome 

and hospitality 

that you have shared with 

us as we have arrived in 

Birmingham. Dawn and I 

feel so blessed to serve 

with you in such a time as 

this. 

Many thanks to those who brought food for us and the 

movers, gift cards for dinner in the area as we unpack, 

and the teams that worked many hours to prepare the 

parsonage with only a couple of days of transition time. 

We are also very thankful for the paint crews that 

worked so many hours last week while we were at annual 

conference to make the parsonage our home. Our hearts 

are filled with gratitude for your love and care for us. 

As the Michigan Area met for our annual conferences this 

past week, I had the opportunity to share in the 

ordination celebrations for both the Rev. Lindsey Hall and 

the Rev. Benjamin Bower. What an exciting moment that 

was for all of us at Birmingham and Berkley. You are 

known throughout the Michigan Area for helping to 

develop and nurture effective Christian leaders for the 

Church and for the world. Please make sure that you take 

a moment to congratulate Pastor Lindsey when you see 

her or drop a note to Pastor Benjamin to do the same. 

They have worked hard while the Church and the world 

are blessed by their leadership. 

On another note, the time has finally arrived and I’m 

thrilled to be joining you for worship at the traditional 

services at Birmingham First this coming Sunday, June 11. 

This week I’ll be preaching a sermon entitled “Called to 

Thrive.” Together, we’ll take a look at both Abram’s call 

(Genesis 12:1-5) as well as The Great Commission 

(Matthew 28:16-20) in order to discern God’s presence in 

seasons of transition. This is the first sermon in a series 

entitled Rooted and Ready, based on Jeremiah 17:7-8. 

Dawn and I are excited to meet you following worship 

this Sunday and in the days that are ahead. Please feel free 

to stop by the office when you are at the Birmingham 

First campus and introduce yourself. Later this summer, 

I’ll be preaching at the Shine service as well as the Berkley 

First campus. I look forward to serving together with all 

of you. 

Grace and peace, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Intercessory Prayer 

The Prayer Team would like to pray for you during times of need and also to praise the Lord 

during times of celebration. In addition to your concerns, please let us know of any answered 

prayers, family members in the military returning home, births, marriages and other special events. 

Contact Elise Norwood (enorwood@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3127) or use a 

Prayer Request Card, available in the Sanctuary pews and the church office. Cards may be dropped 

off in the Prayer Request box across from the Welcome Center or in the church office. 

Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

June 5: Nancy Heider, Bonnie Parks 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Monday,  

May 29: Frank Ruprich, Georgine Tan, Darrell White 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Linda Buchanan and family on the death of her brother, 

Ronald Buchanan, on May 19. A committal service was held on May 24. 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with David and Quenlyn Watkins and family on the death of his 

mother, Jeanette Watkins, on May 27.  

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with the family and friends of Joyce Stanton, who died on June 

3. A memorial service was held in our Sanctuary on June 7. 

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Andy McMillan, and next 

week’s message is by Anita Barratt. To listen, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call 

is answered by our automated system. 

….that you are invited to join the Christian Classic Book Club for a discussion of great 

books from a theological perspective. On Wednesday, June 7 we will meet at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Wesley Room (former Media Center) to discuss Murder in the Cathedral by T.S. Eliot.  

….that Summer Office Hours have begun! The church office is open from 8:30 a.m. to 

4:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday, and 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Fridays. 

….that Taizé Worship is Thursday, June 15 at 6:45 p.m. in the Runkel Chapel. Come 

worship in a quiet, contemplative and sacred way of communing with God, have a private prayer with Pastor Suzanne 

Walls, or experience Reiki healing touch.  

….that you are invited to a summer luncheon celebrating 100 years of Methodist Children’s Home Society on 

Saturday, June 24 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Rev. Faith Fowler is the featured speaker. Tickets ($20) must be 

reserved with Sasha by June 20 (313-531-9973 or sreeves @mchsmi.org). Methodist Children’s Home Society is 

located at 26645 W. Six Mile Road in Redford. 

 ….that you can light the Missions Candle on the altar with a $30 donation to the Partners in Mission fund. Available 

dates include June 25, July 16 and July 30. Please contact Janet Smylie (office@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 

ext. 3121) to reserve a date. 

Did You Know 

mailto:enorwood@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:sreeves%20@mchsmi.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org


Page 3 First United Methodist Church 

Children, Student and Family Ministries 

For information about our Children’s Ministry activities (Crib through 5th Grade),  

check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First Kids,  

or contact us at sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org to receive a monthly email newsletter. 

Want to get the inside scoop on First Student Ministries?  

The Middle School Newsletter has information for middle school students.  

“Make Your Mark” is our newsletter for high school students.  

Get your free subscription today! Sign up under “E-News” on the church website. 

45 Christians Local Summer Mission Trip: For What Are You Known?  

Who: All current third, fourth and fifth graders are welcome, along with 

parent volunteers and siblings.  

When: Sunday, July 15 from 9:30-11:30 a.m. and July 17-20 

What: Each morning we will serve God’s children in Detroit, and then in 

the afternoon will enjoy fellowship in the city. 

Where: Meet at Birmingham First; carpool; serve at church and have fun in 

Detroit! 

Why: Community service, fun and fellowship. Bring a friend along! 

Registration: Available on the church website and due by June 23. 

Steppin’ Out Summer Dance Camps are kicking off the season June 26-29 from 9:00 a.m. 

to noon with “Tiaras, Tutus and Tea Parties” for 3-5 year olds and “American Girl Dance Camp” 

from 1:00-4:00 p.m. for 6-8 year olds. These unique camps are a terrific opportunity for your 

daughter to “step out” into the wonderful world of dance. They incorporate God-honoring,   

pro-family values while being creative, educational and a whole lot of fun! Features include dance 

class, crafts, devotions, games, storytelling, snacks, and final day performance. There will also be 

camps the weeks of July 17-20 and July 24-27. For more information and a registration form, see 

the church website under Children and Family Ministry or call Miss Jen (248-756-1970). 

A weekend of fun is planned for August 11-13 at Judson Collins Center in the beautiful 

Irish Hills in Onsted, Michigan. Judson Collins Center is a United Methodist Camp with a 

beach area, hiking trails, and a working farm. Lodging options include Herrick Lodge, 

Ferguson Dorm, cabins throughout, and campsites with and without power. Best of all, 

our group from Birmingham First and Berkley First will have the whole camp to ourselves!  

Cost (based on housing) runs from $130 to $160 and includes lodging and meals for up to 

a family of four. Additional persons $25 each. Optional add-ons include a kayak trip to 

Catholic Shrine ($8), climbing wall ($12), and tractor wagon ride to farm ($3). 

Arrive on Friday before 6:00 p.m. for a bonfire and evening games. Head home on Sunday at 5:30 p.m. Day-trippers are 

welcome on Sunday. You can come to worship and lunch for free. If you’d like to stay to swim, hike or canoe, the cost 

is just $5 per person. 

A full schedule and breakdown of costs is available at the Welcome Center outside the Sanctuary. To register or with 

questions, please contact Pastor Zack (zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org). 

Camp Out 2017 

 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/ministries/children-and-families/
https://www.facebook.com/Birmingham-First-Kids-252505732130/
mailto:sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/45c-trip/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/dance-2/
mailto:zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org
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We invite the congregation to attend one or more of our Welcome Gatherings for Elbert and Dawn Dulworth. Sign-

up sheets are available in Fellowship Hall on Sundays and in the church office during the week. If you would like to 

attend, sign up on one of the sheets or RSVP to Mary Feldmaier (mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org). Events will be 

held: 

Wednesday, June 14 from 1:00-3:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall  

Monday, June 19 from 7:00-9:00 p.m. in the Martin Room 

Sunday, June 25 from 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. for lunch in the CLC (after Shine worship)  

Thursday, June 29 from 7:00-9:00 p.m. at Paul and Jackie Keller’s home 

Tuesday, July 11 from 9:30-11:30 a.m. in Thomas Parlor 

Welcome Gatherings for the Dulworths 

Mixed Doubles will prepare for the arrival of summertime by “Gathering on the Deck” on Saturday, June 17 at 6:00 

p.m. for appetizers and fellowship at the home of Glenn and Jeanne Moore. Please let them know by June 16 if you will 

attend (248-649-3038). Mixed Doubles is a social group for couples and singles in their fifties and sixties. All are 

welcome! 

Opportunity for Fellowship 

mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
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Ever feel forgotten, left out, or second best? Maybe you’ve even wrestled with insecurities 

while others saw you as being the “top of the heap.” This week we’ll explore those questions 

as we continue our Matriarchs series with a look at two sisters, Rachael and Leah, who 

became the wives of Jacob and mothers to the children of Israel. Join us! 

Pastor Zack Dunlap 

 

It's a delightfully busy month at Berkley First with these free events. For information on all our events, 

please visit BerkleyFirst.org or facebook.com/BerkleyFirstChurch, or call 248-399-3698. 

Tibetan Singing Bowl Meditation with Shelly Kinney, Thursday June 8 from 6:00-6:30 p.m. Relax with these 

harmonic vibrations. Free of charge, but donations will be accepted for Brightmoor Initiative. 

Prosecco, our new young adult group, also meets Thursday, June 8 from 6:30-8:00 p.m., beginning in the Sanctuary. 

Art & About presents trombone player Kenneth Gill, performing on our West Lawn on Friday, June 9 from 6:00-9:00 

p.m. Art & About is a “living gallery featuring artists, performers and merchant specials,” thanks to the Berkley 

Downtown Development Authority. Every second Friday through October in downtown Berkley. 

Art & Soul Gallery Show & Sale is Saturday, June 10 from 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. In conjunction with the Berkley Art 

Bash, artists from the Art & Soul Studio within Central UMC in Detroit will display and sell their work on our West 

Lawn. This year the Berkley Art Bash has been extended on 12 Mile to Kipling Road, putting artist booths directly in 

front of the church. We’ll have cold water, music and open restrooms for everyone. A great day to visit us! 

Berkley First: Rachael and Leah 

 

What a blessing it will be to return to Shine this Sunday, and what a blessing it was to be 

afforded time to grow as a family over the last eight weeks! In my absence, I hope you have 

heard something meaningful to you from our varied preachers over the last seven Sundays.  

I am thankful for the guest preachers, Shine staff, pastoral staff, and Shine congregation who 

continued to create a momentous service that spoke to many while I was away. 

Join us this Sunday for a unique message, shared between the ever-dynamic Kristin Snyder 

and myself. The whole Hart family will be glad to see you there! If we don’t see you in Shine 

(and even if we do), I hope you will take the opportunity to greet our new senior pastor,  

Rev. Elbert Dulworth! 

Pastor Dan Hart 

Shine: Feeling Blessed 

Congratulations to Pastors Lindsey Hall and Ben Bower, who were ordained as Elders this past Sunday at the UMC 

Michigan Area Annual Conference. It was a beautiful service led by Bishop Bard, and we are very proud of their 

accomplishments. Afterwards, SPRC hosted a traditional dinner in their honor with family members, lay leaders, and 

mentors from our church. May God continue to guide and develop them into strong leaders in ministry. 

Congratulations! 

https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BerkleyFirstChurch


Page 6 First United Methodist Church 

6th Annual Birmingham in the Garden Tour is Saturday, July 15. The self-

paced tour is open from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Tickets are $10 in advance and 

$15 the day of the tour. Tickets are available during the coffee hours on June 18, 

in the church office during the week, and on the church website. Proceeds help  

to fund church youth mission trip participation. 

Kroger Community Rewards Program….Help the hungry every time you shop at Kroger. The need is great! It’s 

that time of year again—time to enroll your Kroger Card for the Community Rewards Program. A portion of your 

Kroger spending will then support the Birmingham First Hunger Ministry programs that provide food assistance for 

those in need. Go to krogercommunityrewards.com and complete your enrollment today. Questions? Contact Chris 

Stout (stoutemail@gmail.com).  

Opportunities for Outreach 

Arbon Dennis Men’s Group….This is a great time to join the Arbon Dennis Men as we start a 

new book on June 14 with our new senior pastor, Rev. Elbert Dulworth! The group meets bright 

and early at 6:30 every Wednesday morning, year round, with coffee and donuts available at 6:15. 

Our summer study book is Searching for Sunday by Rachel Held Evans. In it she exposes her own 

thorny relationship with the church through a series of stories around the church’s sacraments, 

offering the beginnings of a road map back to church and the resurrection that awaits when we are 

willing to give up and begin again. Books are $10 and are available in the church office. Please join us! 

Jonah….Can you imagine being sent by God to your worst enemies? Before agreeing, would you, like Jonah, rather 

decline the mission to the point of even accepting death? What can we learn about Jonah 

from this mission? What can we learn about God? What does it look like when anger 

meets mercy? Where is the justice in God’s grace? If these questions intrigue you, join our 

Duke summer intern, Hope Ledbetter, for a four-week study of the book of Jonah. 

Class meets on Mondays, June 19 and 26, July 10 and 17, from 7:00-8:00 p.m. Each week we 

will look at a different chapter of Jonah as we walk through the book. Through exploring 

the text along with paintings that depict this familiar story, we will engage with the book of 

Jonah and learn more about this prophet who famously got swallowed up by a big fish and 

lived to tell the tale. 

Adult Study Opportunities 

Many, many thanks to Birmingham First and Berkley First for the amazing outpouring of 

diapers for the babies of Brightmoor! Government assistance programs do not cover 

diapers, which cost over $900 per year for one child. Diapers are distributed at no charge 

at the weekly Brightmoor Free Store, but in the past, limited resources meant they could 

only give each family with babies a dozen diapers, not nearly enough to last for the week. 

So the impact of the donations from our church—more than 14,000 diapers—will be felt 

for months in Brightmoor as these diapers keep the babies clean, dry, and healthy. The 

babies of Brightmoor say “Thank you!” 

The Babies of Brightmoor Say “Thank You!” 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/birmingham-in-the-garden/
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
mailto:stoutemail@gmail.com


You can sign up on our website to receive periodic e-mails from Birmingham First! Go to 

www.fumcbirmingham.org and click on the green “Sign up for ENews” button on the right-hand side of the home page 

or through “E-News” at the top of the home page. It’s easy to sign up, and you can “unsubscribe” at any time. You can 

sign up to receive: 

 Steeple Notes—Our weekly church newsletter 

 Here I Am, Lord—Information on mission opportunities 

 Children and Family Ministries—Upcoming events and volunteer opportunities 

 Middle School Newsletter 

 Make Your Mark—High School newsletter 

 Death and Funeral Notices—Notifications of member deaths and funeral arrangements  

 Shine—Updates on sermon series and activities at Shine, our contemporary service 

 First Word—Special church-wide announcements 

On Our Website 
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Happening This Week 
Saturday, June 10 

10:00 a.m. Art & Soul Gallery Show 

(Berkley) 

Sunday,  June 11 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

10:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship (Berkley) 

12:00 p.m. Welcome Reception: Pastor 

Elbert & Dawn Dulworth 

4:00 p.m. England Choir Rehearsal 

5:00 p.m. Baptism Class 

6:00 p.m. VBS Training 

6:00 p.m. Youth Group (Berkley) 

Monday,  June 12 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Chair Yoga (Berkley) 

9:00 a.m. Science Camp 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:30 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Front Porches 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

6:30 p.m. Steeple Stock 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

7:00 p.m. Stewardship Committee 

Tuesday, June 13 

6:00 a.m. Tuesday Men’s Bible Study 

9:00 a.m. Science Camp 

9:30 a.m.    Tuesday Women’s Luncheon 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

7:00 p.m.  Missions Ministry  

7:00 p.m. Tuesday Study (Berkley) 

Wednesday, June 14 

6:15 a.m.  Arbon Dennis (Guspie) 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Hungry 4 More (Berkley) 

12:30 p.m. Cards in the Afternoon 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

1:00 p.m. Welcome Reception: Pastor 

Elbert and Dawn 

6:00 p.m. Endowment Committee 

6:30 p.m. Boy Scout Troup #1032 

8:00 p.m.    Men’s Bible Study  

Thursday,  June 15 

9:00 a.m.   Chair Yoga (Berkley) 

9:00 a.m. Thursday Morning Study 

(Berkley) 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Caregiver’s Support Group 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

1:30 p.m. Tai Chi 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

6:45 p.m. Taize Worship 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

Friday,  June 16 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

Wednesday, June 7 

6:15 a.m.  Arbon Dennis  

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:00 a.m. Joyce Stanton Funeral 

12:30 p.m. Cards in the Afternoon 

1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

6:30 p.m.   Choir Banquet 

6:30 p.m.  Christian Classic Book Club 

7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop #1032 

8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

8:00 p.m.    Men’s Bible Study  

Thursday,  June 8 

9:00 a.m.   Chair Yoga (Berkley) 

9:00 a.m. Thursday Morning (Berkley) 

9:00 a.m. Science Camp 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

1:30 p.m. Tai Chi 

6:00 p.m. Compass 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

6:30 p.m. Young Adult Gathering 

(Berkley) 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

7:00 p.m. Merry Mates Planning 

Friday,  June 9 

9:00 a.m. Science Camp 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001pNRQhF_J28dP8hCwgNsgPYEcsXwUoWv7IZscwi3yliNNKmoQ0svT6nvscC6j_wI3Ej1dzETz8eFELjxZKRSfHr2SY-yFgYaG2czVvEh28ZTIBDSKl8Hj0Ff62hh4mxv7GlUZKSy90LMilEIXibfpWC-Jf7dRf4bp
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Traditional Worship 
8:30 and 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Genesis 12:1-5 and Matthew 28:16-20 

Rooted and Ready: 

“Called to Thrive” 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

Hymns  

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”  

“This Is a Day of New Beginnings”  

“The Summons” 

Anthems 

“Come, Let Us Sing to the Lord” 

“We Believe” 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Acts 3:1-10 

“Home” 

Rev. Dan Hart and Kristen Snyder 

June 7, 2017 

The Liturgists are Rev. Lindsey Hall at 8:30, Rev. 

Lindsey Hall and Rev. Suzanne Walls at 10:00, and Duke 

intern Hope Ledbetter at Shine. 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed by Joan Balogh in loving memory of her 

husband, Charles. 

The Rosebuds on the altar announce the births of 

William Kevern and Henry Reid Truscott, born April 21 

to Brent and Sara Truscott; and Oscar Russell Rodriguez, 

born May 25 to Paul and Kim Rodriguez (proud grand-

parents are Russ and Sue Ives). 

The Welcome Center Flowers are placed in 

celebration of the arrival of our new senior pastor and his 

wife, Rev. Elbert and Dawn Dulworth.  

The Missions Candle is lit by the Dills family in loving 

memory of Dick’s mother, Thelma Snyder, and Carole’s 

mother, Demis Dwight.  

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Christ for 

ministry and mission in the world. 

 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All 

Put Love Into Action 

Honor God Through Excellence 

Embrace Bold Vision 

Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth 

Support One Another 

 Sunday, June 11, 2017 

 

1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •   fumcbirmingham.org 
office@fumcbirmingham.org   

 Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and  
Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and  
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

Weekly Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Genesis 29:16-30 

Matriarchs: 

“Rachael and Leah, Part 1” 

Rev. Zack Dunlap 

 

2820 12 Mile Road  •  Berkley, MI 48072 

248-399-3698 •  berkleyfirst.org 

 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+12%3A1-5&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+28%3A16-20&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+3%3A1-10&version=NRSV
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+29%3A16-30&version=NRSV
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/

