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“Put Love Into Action” 

L 
ast Sunday during the worship service in the Sanctuary at Birmingham First, we 

talked about our call and common core value to “Welcome All.” This week, as 

we find ourselves surrounded daily by around 300 children, we are living out 

that value through our Vacation Bible School ministry. There is nothing that makes my 

heart sing more than seeing our children fill the halls of our church with their laughter, 

their excitement, their shouts of glee, their faithfulness, and their love. 

In worship on Sunday, we sang “Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can 

safely live, a place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive.” Our 

children are the heartbeat of our church and our homes. As a young boy, I can 

remember sitting with some of the saints of my home church who helped me to hear 

how much God loved me. They shared the stories of our faith and their own stories with me. Together we grew into 

who God was calling us to be. 

The excitement that is filling this building throughout this week is contagious. I’m so thankful for the amazing team of 

staff and volunteers that help to make this week in our church and our community such a success. They share so much 

time and so many talents as they generously pour out God’s unconditional love into the lives of our children. 

Whenever we “Put Love into Action,” we participate in God’s transformation of the world around us. We’ll take a 

closer look at this during worship this coming Sunday as we hear anew the familiar story of the Good Samaritan. 

Grace and peace, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 

Morning Glory Outdoor Worship will be offered each Wednesday morning in July. This beautiful service of music, 

prayer, communion and a message will take place at 7:40 a.m. in the Chambliss Outdoor Worship Center on the east 

side of the church property. In case of inclement weather, the service will be held in the Sanctuary. 

July 5 Pastor Elbert Dulworth 

July 12 Pastor Dan Hart 

July 19 Hope Ledbetter, Duke Intern 

July 26 Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

Morning Glory Outdoor Worship 
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Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

June 19: Martha Ehlers 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Monday,  

June 12: Harold Lanning, Ed Selwocki Jr., Darrell White 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with 

….the family and friends of Marilyn Snelling, who died on April 29. 

….Bea Morgan and family on the death of her husband, Leland Morgan, on June 5. 

….Kae Leffler and Jane Snyder on the death of their sister and aunt, Elizabeth (Skeeter) Oleson, who died on June 17.  

“And he took the little children into his arms and blessed them…” Our congratulations are shared with the 

families of these children who were baptized in June: 

 June 11: Eleanor Isabel Flynn 

 June 18: Catherine Rose Currie and Emery Claire Orlans 

Our Blessings are shared with the following couples who were married in June: 

 June 3: Nicole Schram and John Clarey 

 June 17: Anne Bolitho and Andrew Lentz; Rachel Rapsinski and Jake Elias 

Intercepted Note of Thanks….Thank you for your many calls, cards, food and visits while I was in the hospital. You 

are the best; there’s no place like our church for thoughtfulness. Thanks, also, for your prayers. —Bev Cooper 

….that this week’s Voice of Hope message is recorded by Lisa Lyon, and next week’s 

message is by Greg LaBrake with the title “The Forgiving Father.” To listen, call 248-646-

6407 and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system. 

….that we welcome Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin, our new Senior Associate Pastor, to our 

staff on July 1. Pastor Shawn will preach on Sunday, July 2. Plan to be in worship that day, 

and to come to the reception following the 10:00 services for a chance to greet him.  

….that the church is closed Monday and Tuesday, July 3 and 4, for the Fourth of 

July holiday. We will not publish Steeple Notes that week. The June 28 issue will include 

articles through mid-July. The deadline for submission is Monday, June 26. 

….that the Altar Flowers are available on July 23 and 30. Cost is $60. Please contact Janet Smylie (248-646-6407 ext. 

3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org) to reserve a date. 

….that the 6th Annual Birmingham in the Garden Tour is Saturday, July 15. The self-paced tour is open from 

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Tickets are $10 in advance and $15 the day of the tour. Tickets are available in the church office 

during the week, and on the church website. Proceeds help to fund church youth mission trip participation. 

….that we will host South Oakland Shelter from August 6-13. South Oakland Shelter (SOS) is the moveable 

homeless shelter for individuals who are seeking work or are currently employed and within weeks or days of earning 

their way off the streets. Area churches host up to 30 individuals for one week each year. We are seeking volunteers 

for transportation, breakfast or dinner preparation, lunch packing, hosting, and night security in order to support our 

guests during their week here. See us during the coffee hours to volunteer. Questions? Please contact Kathy Nauer 

(248-390-2600) or Page Gorman (248-739-6263).  

Did You Know 

mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/birmingham-in-the-garden/
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Children, Student and Family Ministries 

For information about our Children’s Ministry activities (Crib through 5th Grade),  

check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook Birmingham First Kids,  

or contact us at sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org to receive a monthly email newsletter. 

Want to get the inside scoop on First Student Ministries?  

The Middle School Newsletter has information for middle school students.  

“Make Your Mark” is our newsletter for high school students.  

Get your free subscription today! Sign up under “E-News” on the church website. 

After a long period of anticipation, we are making the final 

preparations for our High School IXOYC Choir England Tour! 

As our departure date draws near, we want to thank the many 

people and organizations that helped to ensure that all of our 

students are able to participate in this transformational trip. 

First, thank you to all of you who have attended one of our 

fundraising events or bought one of our cinnamon rolls (usually 

at well over market value!). Each of your donations has helped 

to fund our students’ trips. We would also like to thank the 

Endowment Committee and the United Methodist Women for 

their support of this trip. The significant support we received 

from these organizations for this and previous trips is deeply 

appreciated. And this year we are grateful to the DeLois 

Caldwell Memorial Music Scholarship Fund. DeLois Caldwell 

was a lover of music and the arts, and a supporter of the Music Ministry at this church. This fund supplied the necessary 

scholarships for two of our students. Thank you for investing in the future of the students and in the future of this 

ministry. We will be giving a “Farewell Concert” on Sunday, June 25 at 2:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. All are invited to 

hear the concert we will present throughout England. 

England Choir Prepares for Departure 

Can you imagine being sent by God to your worst enemies? Before agreeing, would 

you, like Jonah, rather decline the mission to the point of even accepting death? 

What can we learn about Jonah from this mission? What can we learn about God? 

What does it look like when anger meets mercy? Where is the justice in God’s 

grace? If these questions intrigue you, it’s not too late to join our Duke summer 

intern, Hope Ledbetter, for a study of the book of Jonah. 

Class continues on Mondays, June 26, July 10 and July 17 from 7:00-8:00 p.m. in the 

Martin Room (#101). By exploring the text along with paintings that depict this familiar story, we will engage with the 

book of Jonah and learn more about this prophet who famously got swallowed up by a big fish and lived to tell the tale. 

You Can Still Join Our Study of Jonah! 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/ministries/children-and-families/
https://www.facebook.com/Birmingham-First-Kids-252505732130/
mailto:sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions


Let’s Get Social! 

Browse our website: (www.fumcbirmingham.org) 

Join our Facebook page: (www.facebook.com/BirminghamFirst)  

Follow us on Twitter: (www.twitter.com/Birmingham FUMC) 

Watch us on YouTube: (www.youtube.com/FirstUMCBirmingham) 
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This week in Shine we will have the opportunity to hear about the wonderful week at 

Vacation Bible School. This year the theme focuses on being created by God and being made 

for a purpose. We will celebrate the joys the week has brought, hear from our kids and the 

excellent VBS band, and hear a collaborative sermon reflecting on the week’s themes.  

Then, after worship, you will have a great chance to meet and greet Pastor Elbert and his 

wife, Dawn, in the Christian Life Center. They are coming to get to know some more of our 

Shine congregation and other members of the church. I hope you have signed up to greet 

them this Sunday. It should be fun! See you there. 

Pastor Dan Hart 

Shine: Two Celebrations, One Sunday! 

Are you looking for God to bring about something new in your life? Are you in need of a 

new beginning? This Sunday we will dive into the narrative of the Crossing of the Red Sea and 

the journey God’s people made from slavery to the promised land. In the midst of this story, 

God is bringing about new beginnings for God’s people. Join us this week as we explore what 

it means to claim this story as our own. 

Hope Ledbetter 

Duke Intern 

 

It’s Happening at Berkley! 

Prosecco, the young adult group, will meet Thursday, June 22 at 6:30 p.m. in the Berkley First Sanctuary before 

heading downtown for dinner and continued discussion. All young adults are welcome to join us! 

Berkley Library’s Summer of Folk Concert Series begins Tuesday, June 27 at 7:00 p.m. with the Whiskey 

Charmers performing in the Sanctuary at Berkley First. This Detroit-based roots band plays music telling stories of the 

open road and chasing a cure for an incurable heartache. Free! 

Berkley First Mission Day at Brightmoor Initiative is Saturday, July 8. We will meet at the front door at Berkley 

First at 8:00 a.m. and caravan to Brightmoor, where we will make/serve lunch for the Free Store shoppers and help 

with a variety of things such as helping in the orchard, cleaning up lots in the neighborhood, painting plywood to use in 

the future for boarding up houses, and building shelves in the barn. Wear old clothes. Please contact Patty Reynolds 

(patty1229@yahoo.com or 248-376-2475) with questions and to sign up ahead of time so we know to plan for your 

help. Optional: bring small dish soap and laundry detergent bottles to donate. 

Berkley First: Rachael and Leah 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.facebook.com/birminghamfirst
http://www.twitter.com/BirminghamFUMC
http://www.youtube.com/FirstUMCBirmingham
mailto:patty1229@yahoo.com
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Birmingham First has a very dynamic Mission Ministry. Our church partners with 20+ 

ministries, non-profits and sister congregations every year, reaching out internationally, 

nationally and locally. The inspiring stories, real connections and partnerships continue to 

push us forward to explore new possibilities each year. While our mission ministries are 

heavily supported by the church, we rely on staff assistance to help administer our mission 

leadership team consisting of the leaders that represent our many diverse mission teams. 

We are currently looking to hire a Missions Administrator to work 10-15 per week (well compensated) with  

flexible hours. This person will be essential to helping our church tell our stories, connect our ministries, and give new 

experiences to those looking to make a difference. If you are interested or know someone who is, applications and job 

descriptions are available at fumcbirmingham.org and in the church office. Please direct any questions or return 

applications to Pastor Dan Hart (dhart@fumcbirmingham.org).  

Happening This Week 
11:30 a.m. England Choir Rehearsal 

11:30 a.m. Welcome Reception for 

Pastor Elbert & Dawn  

2:30 p.m. England Choir Farewell 

Concert 

Monday,  June 26 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Chair Yoga (Berkley) 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:30 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Front Porches 

1:00 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

7:00 p.m. Book of Jonah 

Tuesday,  June 27 

6:30 a.m.     Tuesday Men’s Bible Study 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Bridge 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

12:30 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

1:00 p.m. Bridge on Tuesdays 

7:00 p.m. Welcome Reception for 

Pastor Elbert & Dawn 

(Hockman) 

7:00 p.m. Tuesday Study Group 

(Berkley) 

Wednesday, June 28 

6:15 a.m.  Arbon Dennis (Burnett) 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

12:30 p.m. Cards in the Afternoon 

7:00 p.m.  Landscape Committee 

8:00 p.m.    Men’s Bible Study  

Thursday,  June 29 

9:00 a.m.   Chair Yoga (Berkley) 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:00 a.m. Thursday Morning Study 

(Berkley) 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Mahjong 

1:00 p.m. Purl Girls 

1:30 p.m. Tai Chi 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

7:00 p.m. Welcome Reception for 

Pastor Elbert & Dawn (Keller) 

Friday,  June 30 

8:00 a.m. Strength Training 

9:00 a.m. Parent/Toddler Open Gym 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

 

Wednesday, June 21 

6:15 a.m.  Arbon Dennis  

8:00 a.m. New Neighbor Coffee 

(Berkley) 

9:00 a.m. Vacation Bible School 

10:00 a.m. Jeremie Haiti 

12:00 p.m. MS Mini Golf 

1:00 p.m. Rummage Committee 

2:30 p.m. Ruth Ellis Dinner Prep 

7:00 p.m. Lay Mentoring Team 

7:00 p.m. Trustees  

8:00 p.m.   Men’s Bible Study  

Thursday,  June 22 

9:00 a.m.   Chair Yoga (Berkley) 

9:00 a.m. Thursday Morning (Berkley) 

9:00 a.m. Vacation Bible School 

1:00 p.m. England Choir Rehearsal 

6:30 p.m. Jr./Sr. Karate 

6:30 p.m. Prosecco Young Adults 

(Berkley) 

7:00 p.m. Adult Karate 

Friday,  June 23 

9:00 a.m. Vacation Bible School 

Saturday, June 24 

10:00 a.m. Beginning/Advanced Karate 

Sunday,  June 25 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

10:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Worship (Berkley) 

Job Opening: Missions Administrator 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/employment-opportunities/
mailto:dhart@fumcbirmingham.org
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Traditional Worship 
8:30 and 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Luke 10:25-37 

Rooted and Ready: 

“Put Love Into Action” 

Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

Hymns  

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  

“The Gift of Love”  

“They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love” 

Anthems 

“How Will They Know?” 

“God Has Work for Us to Do” 

Chancel Choir 

 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Genesis 1 and Luke 22 

“VBS Sunday” 

Rev. Dan Hart 

June 21, 2017 

The Liturgist is Rev. Lindsey Hall. 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and placed in loving memory of Catherine (Kate) 

Hameister by her husband, Dick. 

Steeple Notes is published weekly by First United Methodist Church.  

Notices should be in writing and submitted to Janet Smylie in the church office by 5:00 p.m. on Monday.  

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Christ for 

ministry and mission in the world. 

 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All 

Put Love Into Action 

Honor God Through Excellence 

Embrace Bold Vision 

Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth 

Support One Another 

Please wear a name tag this Sunday! The 

Connecting Hospitality Ministry area would like you to 

wear a name tag that you have from a church group, 

work group, or another outside group. And if you come 

without one, we will have name tags available for you. 

We want to know your name! 

 Sunday, June 25, 2017 

 

1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •   fumcbirmingham.org 
office@fumcbirmingham.org   

 Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 

Zack Dunlap, Lindsey Hall, Dan Hart and  
Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and  
Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

Weekly Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Exodus 14:10-12, 21-29 

“New Beginnings” 

Hope Ledbetter 

Duke Intern 

 

2820 12 Mile Road  •  Berkley, MI 48072 

248-399-3698 •  berkleyfirst.org 

 Zack Dunlap, Pastor 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10%3A25-37&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1&version=NRSVC:/Users/janet/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke22&version=NRSV
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+14%3A10-29&version=NRSV
http://www.berkleyfirst.org

