
Then I heard the voice of the Lord 
saying, “Whom shall I send? And 
who will go for us?” and I said,

“Here I Am, Lord... 
Send Me”

Isaiah 6:8

The purpose of the First United Methodist 
Church, Birmingham, is to gather persons 
into the body of Christ, nurture them as 
disciples of Jesus Christ, and equip them 
for ministry and mission in the world.

1589 West Maple Road
Birmingham, MI 48009
248.646.1200
fumcbirmingham.org

HERE I AM, LORD, SEND ME

Brightmoor
For more information on our 
Brightmoor Ministry
Contact:

Karen Plants 313-693-4614
director@RedfordBrightmoorInitiative.org
www.RedfordBrightmoorIntitiative.org

or

Mary Pickett
DetroitBrightmoor@gmail.com

Bev Richardson
Missions Coordinator
brichardson@fumcbirmingham.org
248.646.1200 Ext. 3156



BRIGHTMOOR NEIGHBORHOOD
The Brightmoor neighborhood on the western 
edge of Detroit is one of the city’s most 
economically depressed communities.  There is a 
46% unemployment rate and 79% of the residents 
live below the poverty line with an average family 
income of less than $17,000 .  Yet there is hope in this 
community as the Redford Brightmoor Initiative is 
Creating Connections…Building Community…
Transforming Lives.  

Our congregation is a Covenant Partner with 
the Redford Brightmoor Initiative in this work.  
Through donations from our United Methodist 
Women, Mission Ministry, Hunger Ministry 
and other groups and individuals, we support 
the:

•	 Weekly Free Store
•	 Weekly community meals
•	 One Stop Shop
•	 Community gardens
•	 Programs for children and youth: 

Homework Club, Karate, Super Heroes, 
Creative Kids Camp and Urban Methodist 
Youth Camp 

•	 Home Repair
•	 Cleaning up empty lots
•	 Boarding up vacant homes

COVENANT PARTNERSHIP

HOW YOU CAN HELP
You can support our Brightmoor ministry 
through your prayers, your gifts and your 
service.  Please volunteer to work at the 
Free Store, help with one of the community 
gardens, rehab and repair homes, clean up 
empty lots, or prepare and serve a Saturday 
lunch.  To sign up, please contact Karen Plants 
or Mary Pickett.  You can also stop by the 
Here I am Lord kiosk on Sunday mornings. 
To make a donation, please send your check 
made out to “FUMC” to our church, including 
“Brightmoor” in the memo line.

BUILDING COMMUNITY
Redford Brightmoor Initiative is building 
community in 3 ways:
Brightmoor Free Store:  Every Saturday, the Free 
Store is open from 10am through 1pm preceded by 
a short worship service.  Clients can obtain clothing, 
shoes, coats, household items and toiletries at no 
charge.  Once a month, furniture and appliances that 
have been donated are given away.  
Neighborhood Cleanup:  Volunteers clean up 
garbage that has been illegally dumped on vacant 
lots.  Volunteers also paint boards and then attach 
them to vacant homes to prevent easy access.  Finally, 
they cut back overgrowth and mow grass.  These 
activities make the neighborhood cleaner and safer.
Home Rehab:  Volunteers from as close as Clarkston 
and far away as Minnesota and Maryland make 
repairs to homes.  During the summer of 2015, 
volunteers hung drywall, painted homes inside and 
out, installed plumbing, fixed electrical problems, 
exchanged cabinets, replaced fascia and gutters, and 
installed hardwood flooring.  A dozen families are 
living in nicer and safer conditions.  


