
For more information on how to 
get involved with our Spirit Journey 
Ministry please contact:

Laura Dickerson
ldickerson@comcast.net
or 
Jeanne Fritz
jfritz7833@att.net

or

Bev Richardson
Missions Coordinator
brichardson@fumcbirmingham.org
248.646.1200 Ext. 3156

Then I heard the voice of the Lord 
saying, “Whom shall I send? And 
who will go for us?” and I said,

“Here I Am, Lord... 
Send Me”

Isaiah 6:8

The purpose of the First United Methodist 
Church, Birmingham, is to gather persons 
into the body of Christ, nurture them as 
disciples of Jesus Christ, and equip them 
for ministry and mission in the world.

1589 West Maple Road
Birmingham, MI 48009
248.646.1200
fumcbirmingham.org

HERE I AM, LORD, SEND ME

spirit journey

www.spiritjourney.org



Sitting at a campfire in Northport, MI in 2012 Brandon 
Ahmisscasaube Smith and his parents discussed the decline 
in opportunities and programs for youth in the Native 
American community. After much thought and prayer 
Brandon was inspired to create a program for the Native 
youth that would give them opportunities to develop new 
skills, improve grades and build self-esteem. Thus Spirit 
Journey was born. 

Our goal is to inspire and empower Native American youth 
to live healthy Ahnishnabe lifestyles, building self-esteem and 
respect for all. Spirit Journey is focusing on the needs of the 
Native American Youth in the Grand Traverse Michigan region 
home to over 400 native children between the ages of 0 – 14.  

Brandon’s dream is to expand summer camp to include 
three-day camps focusing on music and the arts. He wants 
to continue the tutoring program and inspire the native 
youth to be college-bound. He hopes Spirit Journey will  
serve as a model mission for Native communities around 
the U.S.

In order to understand what Spirit Journey is, one has to 
look to the past. The European Invasion brought disease, 
starvation and war to native people. Treaties were made, 
only to be broken and this led to the massacre of millions 
of Native Americans. The government funded religious 
organizations to establish boarding schools to “civilize” the 
native children through education and religion. The children 
were taken from their families, many not seeing loved 
ones for as long as thirteen years. They were beaten into 
submission if they tried to speak their own language. Many 
were sexually abused. These atrocities created generations of 
defense mechanisms, behavioral issues and developmental 
deficiencies. This has created historical trauma and has 
become part of their DNA. 

Spirit Journey is seeing solid results from our tutoring program. 
Failing grades have become As and Bs. Basketball is a highlight 
for the kids. We have developed leagues and in order for them to 
see positive role models we traveled to Ball State University and 
The University of Louisville so they could see Shoni and Jude 
Schimmel, Native American sisters play college basketball.

Summer camp is our highlight. In August over 50 campers, 
counselors and staff enjoy traditional camping activities. It all 
culminates in a talent show performed on a stage built by the 
campers. Many important lessons are taught around the campfire 
each evening. 
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HOW YOU CAN HELP
•	 Pray for leaders and children of Spirit Journey.
•	 Participate in a Spirit Journey work mission.
•	 Make a specific donation for the following:

Camp Scholarship - $175
Converse gym shoes - $50
Camp hygiene kits - $4 each 

•	 Or, if you would like to make a monetary donation, 
please send your check made out to “FUMC” to our 
church, including “Spirit Journey” in the memo line.

“Last year Brandon taught us to be better basketball players, 
this year he taught us how to be better people. I want to be a 
better person.” 

Excerpt from A Spirit Journey Camp Journal

Brandon Ahmicasaube Smith, Founder

“I really want 
to make a 

difference and 
be a positive 

role model for 
these kids.”


