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Prayer Song: 

Sent out in Jesus’ name, our hands are ready now 
to make the earth the place in which the kingdom comes. 

The angels cannot change a world of hurt and pain 
into a world of love, of justice and of peace. 
The task is ours to do, to set it really free, 
O help us to obey and carry out your will. 

 
 
 
“Hey, Gertrude? Nice coat you’re wearing. Where’d you get it?” 
“At the Rummage Sale.” 
“Sweet. I thought everything at the Rummage Sale was just junk. What else did you get?” 
“Well, I’ve got my purse and hat and these boots in case it snows. It is November, you 
know. And a bag filled with assorted stuff.” 
“Where are you going, anyway?” 
“I’m going out to share God’s love with everyone I meet.” 
“That’s great, Gertrude. But wait a minute. How can you focus on people when you are weighed 
down by all this stuff? You’re not going to get very far.” 
“You never know when you’re going to need it.” 
“Gertrude, this not the Great Depression anymore. Remember, this is the 21st century. You don’t 
need to hang on to all this stuff.” 
“I don’t?” 
“No. In fact, when Jesus sent his disciples out to minister in his name he told them not to take 
anything but a comb and toothbrush and their faith. Don’t take any anger, bitterness, or 
disappointment, either. Only share your peace.” 
“Oh, really? Well, then, I’ve leave this stuff here and ask Pastor Laurie to take it back to 
the Rummage Sale next spring.” 
“All right! Let’s go together. Jesus said it’s best to have a partner.” 

 
Is your life a mess? Mine often is. If you come to my office here in the church, you’ll see that it’s 
still not organized very well, and there aren’t even any pictures on the walls. I’ve got piles of 
paper waiting to be filed, and we’re going to switch around some furniture. My office at home 
isn’t much better. We’re just not completely moved in yet. Plus, even after going through all my 
possessions in moving here to Birmingham, I’ve still got too much stuff. So do our churches.  
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Fortunately, two rummage sales a year keeps the junk level down here at First Church. In many 
churches, however, no one wants to be responsible for throwing away church property, so we 
just put it in a storage room or the youth room. Now the building is filled to the rafters with ten 
dumpy couches, six dinged up coffee tables, eighteen broken lamps, and 753 assorted religious 
knick-knacks.   
  
We are a nation of disposophobiacs. We can’t dispose of anything! In fact, compulsive hoarding, 
or pathological collecting, is on the rise in our country. Hoarding finally became an official 
psychiatric disorder in the 2013 edition of Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 
Disorders.   
 
We need to continually declutter our churches and homes, don’t we? We can even hire 
professional organizers or expert clutter-busters to get us started. But our problem goes far 
deeper than our material stuff, for the hoarding is usually related to other issues in our lives. We 
cannot be effective in offering Christ, either, when our hearts are cluttered with fear, anger, 
bitterness, jealousy, arrogance, and resentment. Just as we all have a closet or a bedroom in our 
home that we refuse to let other people see, so we all have places in our heart that we will not 
allow others to see.   

 
We simply have to declutter our lives. We are not free to go out and share the gospel of Jesus, 
proclaim the kingdom of God, and model faithful living and giving when we are weighed down 
by our stuff. 
  
How do we declutter? There are the three general rules, accepted the world over.    
 

1. Decide what to get rid of or recycle 
2. Decide what to keep 
3. Decide what to share with others 

 
That’s exactly what Luke chapter 10 is all about. “Later the Master selected seventy and sent 
them ahead of him in pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go.” “Later” 
refers what happened right before this story. Jesus was on the road with his disciples when he 
saw a fellow traveler and said to him, “Follow me.” The man replied, “Certainly, but first please 
excuse me for a couple of days. I have to make arrangements for my father’s funeral.” Jesus said, 
“First things first. Your business is life, not death. And life is urgent: announce God’s kingdom.”  
Then another man said, “I’m ready to follow you, Master, but first excuse me while I get things 
straightened out at home.” Jesus said, “No procrastination. No backward looks. You can’t put 
God’s kingdom off till tomorrow. Seize the day.”   
 
Proclaiming the kingdom of God now. Engaging the thousands of people in this area who have 
no religious affiliations. Loving to tell the story of the good news of Jesus Christ with people 
who are just waiting for a word of grace and a sign of hope. That’s what Jesus is talking about 
here. He insists that his followers let go of whatever is holding them back because they and we 
are uniquely shaped to offer Christ.   
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Then Jesus proceeds to declutter them for ministry. Jesus picks seventy people and sends them 
off in pairs. In the Bible, people often traveled in pairs for safety, for companionship, and 
because two witnesses were required for a testimony to be credible.     
  
But seventy represents all of us. Remember, it wasn’t just the twelve disciples who were 
commissioned. This isn’t about the religious professionals. Ordinary folks like you and me are 
sent by Jesus every day to proclaim the kingdom of God, because the harvest is plentiful and the 
laborers are few.   
  
Then Jesus gives the instructions. What do we need to get rid of in order to live a faithful life and 
proclaim the kingdom of God? The extra luggage, plain and simple. No purse, no bag, no 
sandals, no coat, no laptop, no cell phone, no iPod, no chip on the shoulder, no bad attitude, no 
fear, only a comb and toothbrush. Let go of your baggage around sharing God’s love, that fear of 
forcing religion on someone else. Let go of your fear of engaging in spiritual conversation with 
people who may believe differently than you. Let go of everything that holds you back because 
God will provide all that is necessary.    

 
Second, what do we need to keep? We need to keep connected with one another so there’s 
mutual support. And we need to keep our focus on the mission to share the good news. That’s 
why Jesus said, “Don’t loiter and make small talk with everyone you meet along the way.” We 
need to keep God’s grace in our hearts. We need to stay open to God’s call. And we need to keep 
that sense of urgency in proclaiming the kingdom of God that is right on our doorstep. 

 
And, third, what do we need to share with others? Why, it’s peace. Remember, we’re the lambs, 
not the wolves. Jesus said, “When you stay at a home, first greet the family with the word, 
‘Peace.’” The pronouncement of peace was a common greeting in the Jewish world. In Hebrew, 
the word is shalom, which means wholeness and harmony for the world and its people.   
 
The essence of the kingdom of God that we proclaim is shalom. You and I are uniquely shaped 
by God to offer shalom, which is a peace that includes reconciliation, forgiveness, grace, 
dialogue, respect, hope, and joy. Shalom involves restoring our connection with nature, other 
people, and God through Christ. When we declutter our lives, we end up with shalom. God calls 
you and me to be agents of shalom, examples of shalom, and witnesses to shalom. Leave your 
stuff, share your peace. 

 
Of course, when we share our peace in Christ, not everyone is willing or ready to receive shalom.  
Jesus is clear about that. But that’s okay, because God’s gift of peace is resilient. Peace can’t be 
broken. Peace can’t be diminished. Peace can’t be destroyed despite centuries of war, 
oppression, fighting, and betrayal around the globe.   
 
God’s peace is given no matter what. If it’s not accepted, don’t worry, for church growth experts 
tell us that a typical new Christian has approximately twelve encounters with other Christians 
before he or she responds to the invitation and claims faith for him or herself. So don’t pressure 
people. Don’t impose yourself. Don’t feel bad, for the kingdom is still coming, no matter what.     
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Simply be who you are, a bearer of the light and love of Jesus. Move on, knowing that every 
time you share your peace, it makes a difference in another person’s life, whether they know it at 
the time or not. Every time we share our faith, the Holy Spirit prepares hearts and minds. Every 
time – for people the world over are yearning to experience the deep peace of God, a peace that 
has a way of decluttering our lives and realigning our priorities.    
  
If we’re really going to declutter our lives in order to respond to God’s call to go out and spread 
the good news, we need to learn what to give up or recycle, what to keep, and what to share. But 
there’s something else that’s nagging at me. Decluttering involves more than our giving peace to 
others. It also involves our receiving from others. What do we need to accept from others in 
order to be whole ourselves? What do we need to learn from those to whom we minister? How 
do others shape and empower us? 

 
In our scripture Jesus says, “Stay at one home, taking your meals there… When you enter a town 
and are received, eat what they set before you, heal anyone who is sick and tell them, God’s 
kingdom is right on your doorstep.” Do you get it? Shalom depends on the exchange of peace.   
 
The future of our world depends on accepting and relying on the hospitality of strangers, the 
homeless, the helpless, the hapless, and the hopeless, and our brothers and sisters at Cass, Art & 
Soul, StreeThreads, Brightmoor, the Ruth Ellis Center, SOS, Baldwin Center, and many more. 
Wholeness depends on the grace of God working in the lives of those to whom we think we’re 
witnessing, when they’re witnessing to us as well. The kingdom of God is right on our doorstep 
when shalom becomes a circle of mutuality centered around the fellowship of the table.  Leave 
your stuff, share your peace, and accept peace in return. 

 
Whatever happened to the seventy, anyway? Verse 17 says, “The seventy returned with joy, 
saying, ‘Lord, in your name even the demons submit to us!’” That joy can be yours as well.   
 
Friends, today can be a turning point in your faith journey, for you are uniquely shaped by God 
to leave your stuff and practice shalom. The world is at your doorstep right now, waiting for a 
word of peace, a glimmer of hope, an expression of love. So dust off your Bibles, sweep away 
the clutter, and throw off the cobwebs of inactivity, because it’s time for you and me and First 
United Methodist Church to go public. 
  
Can you let go of everything that holds you back, keep faithful to God’s call, share your peace, 
and receive the joy? Will you ask God to give you a double portion of the Holy Spirit rather than 
stuff? Can you risk throwing caution to the wind and offer this city and the world the promise of 
God’s shalom? Can you discover again how very powerful the witness of your life is?     
  
Life is urgent. So leave your stuff. Share your peace. Tell the story. Offer Christ. Proclaim the 
kingdom of God!!! 
    


