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“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his 

property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to 

each according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the 

five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In 

the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one 

who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his 

master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled 

accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, 

bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; 

see, I have made five more talents!’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 

trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in 

charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one with the 

two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two 

talents; see, I have made two more talents!’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, 

good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put 

you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 

  

“Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, 

‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and 

gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your 

talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You 

wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and 

gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with 

the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with 

interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 

For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; 

but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for 

this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 
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Looking back over the long line of individuals who have shaped our American way of life and 

modern society, there is one unique personality who stands out as a paradoxical symbol of 

relentless accumulation with one hand and generous philanthropy with the other. He is a man 

named Andrew Carnegie. 

  

Born into a working class family in Dumferline, Scotland, Carnegie was twelve when his parents 

brought him to Pittsburgh in 1848. At thirteen, Andrew worked in a textile factory – laboring for 

one dollar, twenty cents a week. Employed by the Pennsylvania Railroad, he saw the preliminary 

plans for, and became an investor in, the first-ever sleeping car, and by age 23 Carnegie was 

already worth $400,000.  

 

Two years later he began building blast furnaces for the booming steel industry, and by 1892 the 

Carnegie Steel Company, later United States Steel, was out-producing most of the competition in 

the world. Later he sold the whole company to J. P. Morgan for $480 million.  

 

Now the point of the story is this: Andrew Carnegie wrote a book in 1898 titled The Gospel of 

Wealth which summed up his personal philosophy. And his philosophy, Carnegie said, was that 

“The man who dies rich, dies disgraced!” and he proceeded to give his wealth away, almost half 

a billion dollars, which was real money in the 1890s! He supported education, world peace, 

medical research and recreation. He built more than 2,800 public libraries and gave more than 

7,000 pipe organs to churches throughout the world, not to mention the exquisite concert hall in 

New York City which bears his name. 

 

Now let me tell you why I have called your attention to this Scotsman who lived more than a 

century ago and died in 1919. Carnegie, who could be ruthless and had his faults like the rest of 

us, was also a Christian. Carnegie believed that because God had blessed him abundantly, he had 

the responsibility and the opportunity to share those blessings with others. He knew, as Jesus 

taught, that of those to whom much is given, much is required. He knew that there is no greater 

cause than that of Jesus Christ, and that the stakes are high for those who follow him.  

  

His book, The Gospel of Wealth, makes a compelling case for the central image of Christ’s 

parable today: we are all given gifts from God and what matters is not how much of them we 

retain, but that we put them to use for God. And remember, Carnegie gave his fortune away in 

the midst of a world war, financial crises in America, and an era in which the rich were getting 

richer and the poor were being left behind. A time, my friends, somewhat similar to our situation 

today. Carnegie could have hunkered down and held on to his money. But he didn’t, because he 

knew God had invested greatly in him! And he knew that what he had was intended to be shared 

for the purposes of God.  

  

And that is the same decision God is calling all of us to make today, as you and I consider how 

much we will commit in support of the life and work of this church. Our gospel story is a parable 

Jesus told about three investors. Well, they weren’t CEO-types. It wasn’t their money. They 

were more like brokers. This rich guy goes on a trip, you see, but he leaves his fortune with three 

brokers. To the best one he gives 63% of his wealth. To the second best he gives 25%. To the 

third he gives 12%. Then he goes on a long trip, like an elephant ride around the Roman empire.  
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Now, it’s necessary for us to know that the “talent” in this parable does not refer to special 

abilities, some gift for spinning plates on a poll or an exceptional athletic prowess. A talent was 

the largest monetary measurement of the Hellenistic world. The talent was a silver coinage 

weighing somewhere between 57 and 74 pounds. Put that in your wallet. It was worth six 

thousand denarii, a denarius being the average daily wage. So think of a talent as about 23 years 

of a common person’s earnings. We’re talking serious money here. Even the person who is given 

one talent is starting out with a fortune.  

  

These guys don’t see the Owner for a long time. Then one day, out of the blue, he shows up at 

the offices of Broker Number One looking very tanned and relaxed. But he wants to see his 

statements. Broker Number One has his secretary fetch the files and says, “I put it all into 

Western Widgets. I figured no matter what happened to the economy, everybody would want 

widgets. Look! We doubled your investment!” Owner says, “Wow! Way to go! Come up to my 

house and party with me!”  

  

Owner goes to Broker Number Two. “Show me the money!” he says. “Good to see ya, buddy!” 

says Broker Number Two. “I put it all into pharmaceuticals specializing in anti-depressants and 

anti-anxiety meds. In this economy, you made a killing! Doubled what you gave me!” Owner 

says, “Wow! Way to go! Come up to my house and party with me!” 

  

Owner goes to Broker Number Three. Wasn’t too sure about this guy to begin with, but hey, he 

met him at church, so why not give him a shot? “I heard you were a tough guy,” says Broker 

Number Three. “Tell the truth, I was kind of afraid of you, so I buried your money in my 

backyard. Checked on it every week. Here it is. Just what you gave me. Didn’t lose a cent. I 

knew it would be safe if I kept it close!” He says this with pride because he’s confident he’s done 

right by the Owner. In this awful economy, he hasn’t lost a cent!  

  

But look at this! The Owner is furious: “You what? You knew I was a tough guy? You were 

afraid of me? But you buried my money in your backyard? A Chase Money Market would have 

paid two-tenths of a percent! Get this guy out of my sight! Give that money to Broker Number 

One. Buried it in the backyard, for the love of God!” 

  

It’s a weird parable. The absentee Owner? That’s Jesus, of course, who for Matthew’s church has 

gone off with a promise to return. And what are his followers supposed to do in the meantime? 

From this parable, you know! They’re supposed to out there be risking everything he gave them! 

These early Christians knew that what they had wasn’t really theirs; they only have what the 

Owner has put in their care. They knew they were supposed to be investing it. They were like 

Broker Number One; they risked it all for God.  

  

That other guy, the slackard – Broker Number Three – is Matthew’s picture of the rabbis in his 

day. The Temple had been destroyed. The Romans had put down the Jewish revolt and destroyed 

Jerusalem – with extreme prejudice, leaving only what we now call the “Wailing Wall” standing 

in that ruined city. What was left of their religious leaders – some of the Pharisees – had gathered 

in a small town on the coast. They redefined their faith without a Temple as one that would 

preserve God’s law. “Building a fence around the Torah,” they called it, and so they buried what 

God had given them! They didn’t risk anything they had. They buried it. They saw God as 
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coming back to punish those who didn’t keep every commandment. In contrast, Matthew saw 

Jesus coming back to call us to the party, to enter into his joy. 

  

The point of my message today is to get you to see the Owner really has entrusted you with a lot. 

And the Owner wants to share his joy with those who are “All In!” with what he has placed in 

your hands. Like this great old church some other people built up and left to you. All your stuff – 

home, car, clothes, everything you’re going to give to the Rummage Sale. All of your family, 

your friends, your associates; and your education, your job, your experience. All of your talents, 

to use the biblical word – everything, in fact, that makes you you – has been handed to you by 

the Owner. 

  

One day – who knows when? – Jesus is saying that we’re going to come face-to-face with the 

true Owner and he will want to see the ledger. “Show me what you’ve done! What did you do 

with what I trusted you with? What kind of steward have you been? Have you risked anything 

for me? Or are you holding it close, hiding it under a rock?”  

  

When all is said and done, there is only one question which needs to be answered during the 

annual Stewardship Campaign, and the question is this: How much should we give? And Jesus 

has a lot to say about what we should do with our God-given blessings. Remember in the Gospel 

of Matthew when a rich young man came to Jesus asking about salvation? Jesus loved him! He 

told him to keep the commandments and the man said, “I have observed them all, what do I still 

lack?” Jesus looked him in the eye and told him, “Go, sell all that you possess and give to the 

poor and you will have treasure in heaven – then come and follow me!” And the young man 

went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions
i
. You see, Jesus asked him to give 100%, but 

he wouldn’t do it. 

  

And surely you remember when Jesus sat down near the treasury in the temple and watched 

many people put in large sums. Unexpectedly, a poor widow came and put in two copper coins, 

which made a penny. Jesus called his disciples together and said to them, “This woman has put 

in more than all the rest. For they gave out of their abundance, but out of her poverty she has 

given everything she had.” Jesus didn’t ask her to do it, but she gave 100% – and became one of 

the best-known stewards in all of scripture.
ii
 

  

How much shall we give? You say, “Preacher, I’m ready to step up and be counted, but 100% 

sounds a little steep. What else does the Bible tell us about giving?” Well, if you turn to the 

gospel of Luke you will meet Zacchaeus, a tax collector in Jericho who met Jesus on the city 

street and Jesus invited himself to dinner! Jesus and Zacchaeus talked and something happened. 

Here was a man whose reputation was worse than a Mafia collection agent with an attitude, and 

he came out of his house a different person with gratitude in his heart and promised, “Lord, the 

half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything (which he had) 

then I restore it fourfold!” Talk about a conversion experience! Zacchaeus gave 50% of his net 

worth to people who had next to nothing, and then made things right with those he’d wronged.
iii

 

  

How much should we give? Jesus challenges us to put it all on the line. But if 100% sounds 

slightly steep, and if 50% is more than you bargained for, then I put before you once again the 

classic biblical tithe of 10% of your income or your total assets or your investment portfolio. 
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And if you’re suffering from a sudden case of vertigo, when you receive our stewardship letter – 

as many of you already have – you’ll see we encourage you to increase what you gave last year 

by just 5 or 10 percent. If you are able, we encourage and need many of you to give more. And if 

you cannot increase, we don’t want you to give it another thought. Don’t even worry about it.  

  

A man in Missouri decided to follow the fundamental biblical standard. He was young, just 

starting out in business, and keenly felt his need for God. This is a true story from many years 

ago. He went to see his pastor, and as they knelt down together in the study, the young man 

promised to give 10% of his annual income to the Lord through the church. His salary was 

$10,000 a year and he gave $1,000. As time passed, that young man prospered, and his income 

increased to $50,000 and then to $100,000 a year. In keeping with his promise, that businessman 

tithed what he made. 

  

Then a company in California called and offered him the position of Chief Executive Officer at 

twice what he was making in Missouri. He took the job, moved out west, but still sent his tithe to 

his church back home. Time passed. That man, much older, got in touch with the pastor, who 

was near retirement, and asked if he could see him while on a business trip to St. Louis. They 

met in the pastor’s study, talked about old times, and then the businessperson said that he had 

achieved success beyond his greatest dreams. His annual income had increased to an amount 

practically unheard of in his day. “God has blessed me with more than I could ever have asked 

for,” he said, “but I don’t see how I can go on giving this much money to the church! So I’ve 

come to find out if I can be released from the promise I made many years ago to tithe.” 

  

The pastor, who was very wise and loved that man very much, thought for a moment and then 

replied, “I don’t think it would be good ever to ask God to release you from your pledge. But if 

you want to get down on your knees with me again, I will pray that the Lord will make it 

possible for you to give a much smaller amount by shrinking your income back to $10,000 a 

year.”  

  

The businessman smiled, shook the pastor’s hand and said, “I don’t think that will be necessary. 

I now know what I need to do.” And from that day forward until the businessman died, he kept 

his promise and so did God. God blessed him in abundance, and helped him share his blessings 

with others. 

  

So I ask you again, in the midst of this Stewardship Campaign, the one question that only you, in 

the presence of God, can answer: How much should you give? God has placed in your hands 

immense talents to use. You hold them in trust for God. If, like Andrew Carnegie, you have a lot, 

did you give God a good return on God’s investment? Did you share it? Did you put it to work 

for God? Or like that amazingly faithful widow Jesus saw who gave her “mite,” everything she 

had, every bit of it – did you have enough love, and enough faith, and enough trust to offer it to 

God?  

  

We have been blessed, my friends, and according to the gospel, The Gospel of Wealth, Jesus 

says, “To those to whom much is given, of them (which means “of us”) will much be required.” I 

know it seems like a big risk, but if Jesus is to be believed, you’ll see such an amazing return. 
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The party will already be started when the Owner returns to tell you, “Wow! Way to go! You’ve 

done great! Come up to my house and party with me!” And we’ll enter into the joy of our master.  

 

May we pray? O God, you are the Owner of all lives. Everything we have and are comes from 

you. Help us not to hold back and hide out, to bury our lives for fear of you. But lead us to live 

fully and freely and fiercely for the love of you, looking forward to the joy you have promised 

and the place you’ve prepared in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

 

                                                 
i. Matthew 19:16-22. 

ii. Mark 12:41.  

iii. Luke 19:1-10.  


