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Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God 

had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree 

in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the 

trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is 

in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’” But the 

serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of 

it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
 

  

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight 

to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its 

fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he 

ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and 

they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 

 
 

They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the 

evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the 

LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man, 

and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the 

garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who 

told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I 

commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be 

with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to 

the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent 

tricked me, and I ate.” 

 

  

Way back when he was in high school, Larry Bethune says, his math teacher handed out a 

surprise at the beginning of class. “This is a test,” it said. “You have the whole hour to complete 

it. Read the entire test first. Because some questions may be difficult, you may then answer in the 

order you wish.”  

 

“Well, not me!” Larry said. “I was not going to leave any question unanswered! I immediately 

jumped into the first one, a word problem, the tricky kind that gives you more information than 

you need to solve it, so you have to decide what matters and what doesn’t. But I solved it. ‘I can 

do this,’ I thought, feeling some confident. The teacher just sat there, smiling. I hated that smile.  
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“I had just started into question two, when I heard some people laugh incredulously. Well, it was 

a hard test and they were cracking. Suddenly a couple of kids walked up to the teacher’s desk, 

plopped down their papers, and left. ‘Fools!’ I thought. ‘Never give up without even trying!’ 

Question two was ‘Name as many states as you can.’ What was that doing on a math test? It took 

me a while, but I got all fifty.   

  

“I was getting worried, though. Two pages, thirty questions, one hour. The clock was ticking, 

and my brain was spinning. Some of the questions were math problems, but just as many were 

out of left field, like ‘List five plays written by Shakespeare’ and ‘Name all the positions on a 

baseball team’ (I was proud I remembered to include the manager and trainer). Every question 

seemed like a trick question. Most distressing of all, others were turning in their tests now, too, 

one after another, and I was barely into question six. Most of the class was gone, but I wasn’t 

going to give up so easily. And the teacher just sat there smiling.  

  

“The end of the hour neared, and I still had a good ten questions to go. Only about three of us 

were left. My usual competitors. With about two minutes remaining, the teacher stood up and 

said, ‘Put down your pencils, please.’ We did. She said, ‘Read the instructions again, please.’  

We did. She said, ‘Now look at question number thirty.’ We did. It said, ‘This is a test to see if 

you can follow directions. Do not answer any questions. You have already made an ‘A.’ Turn in 

your paper and leave without speaking to any of the fools who didn’t follow the directions.’ We 

looked back at the directions once more: “Read the entire test first.” I called that test ‘The 

Dummies’ Revenge’ because when I walked into class the next day, they were all smiling at me.  

But I always followed the directions after that. And every time I took a test, I looked at the last 

question first.”  

  

The tango Adam and Eve danced illuminates for us our need to seek God’s directions. Right here 

at the beginning of it all, we are shown that freedom and choice are hard-wired into our world. 

We are being urged to be intelligent, not self-serving, in our choices. We are shown in graphic 

terms that our choices have consequences. The need to consult with others, and to discern God’s 

direction together, is thrown into the spotlight. The danger of living as if God has no interest in 

our lives is revealed to us in the very first pages of our scriptures. This reading is about 

temptations because temptations are mirrors into our deepest selves. The level of maturity and 

wisdom which we draw upon when tempted will determine the course of our lives.   

  

Just take a look at this Adam and this Eve. What is at the core of the very first relationship, the 

one between this first man and this “mother of all”? If not a tango, they certainly are tangling. 

Already they are tying themselves into knots. In future sermons this summer, you’ll see how this 

happens as Laurie and I engage in a series of dialogue sermons. But I’m here alone today as 

everyone else is on a mission trip or bicycle ride. And the first lesson we see in this tango is the 

reality of testing.  

  

Testing – it’s here at the very beginning. Every relationship is tested, it’s the nature of things.  

Even in the first relationship, the Hebrews are telling us, even in the most Edenic place, even in 

that first state of bliss created by God, even then, humans are tempted, tested.   
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The Hebrews were so wise in this. They don’t even attempt to explain the source of the 

temptation, the testing. It’s just there. It’s always there. It is depicted as a serpent, but remember: 

God has just completed creating all things and declared it all good. God, as well, had made the 

serpent. He holds that serpent responsible. The story, we should note, doesn’t call the serpent 

“Satan,” and neither does God. Notice that God doesn’t ‘demonize’ the snake. Rather, just like 

Adam and Eve, there are consequences for the snake, as henceforth it’s consigned to crawl on its 

belly.  

  

But Adam and Eve can’t escape responsibility. It all comes down to the choices they make. The 

choices we make, make us who we are, which isn’t so pretty. It’s as if all of creation is subject to 

temptation by the very fact that choice and freedom are built into the very fabric of things. It’s 

there. We’re responsible for our freedom. It’s too simplistic to declare “The devil made me do 

it.” The ‘serpent,’ I trust you noticed, doesn’t even lie. It begins to ask questions of Eve. It quotes 

part of what God said, “You shall know good and evil.” The point is that the serpent didn’t make 

anyone do anything. Nor did this serpent make Eve do anything – she listens, she misrepresents, 

she covets, she decides.  

  

Eve actually elaborates on what God said. She adds in the words “nor shall you touch it...” even 

though, remember, Eve hadn’t even been created when God spoke this to Adam. She pretends to 

knowledge she doesn’t have. And then Eve “desired” – saw that the tree was “to be desired to 

make one wise.” And Eve isn’t selfish; she freely shares the results of her actions with Adam.  

And Adam doesn’t argue, he doesn’t resist, he doesn’t quote God; he takes and shares the fruit.  

  

Now the primordial stuff really hits the fan. They see they are naked and make loin cloths. They 

hear God and hide because of their nakedness. The man blames the woman for giving him the 

fruit – and the woman blames the serpent for tricking her. And the snake doesn’t blame anyone.  

The sin of blaming begins with Adam. Eve was quick to learn, and it was passed down to the 

next generation, to their sons Cain and Abel. Adam and Even assume no responsibility for their 

actions, they only defend their self-righteousness and so the web of sin is spun.  

  

It’s a wicked tango these two begin. We know this story from Genesis all too well. It is an 

archetypal story, that is it speaks to our common human condition, whoever we are, whenever 

we live. The Hebrew word “Adam” means “Human.” “Eve” means “Living” or “Alive.” It 

doesn’t take a subtle mind to get the point, though many have missed the point: this is a story 

about all of us. We are all Adam and Eve, “human” and “alive,” and we’re all a part of this 

tango. This story happens all the time, which explains why things are the way they are.  

  

What do we see in this paradigmatic story? We see two people in relationship, neither of whom 

will assume responsibility for themselves or for the other. When Eve begins what we might call 

her “decision-making process” about that fruit, she doesn’t talk with Adam at all. Why not? 

Because she is far too ready to be persuaded. She’s very willing to be persuaded to see the fruit 

as desirable, as having positive characteristics, as the key to a better life – and within her there is 

no doubt at all that she wants it. But she doesn’t open up the process of the decision to include 

the one who is her mate.   
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Adam isn’t any better in how he makes his decision. The woman says, “Here, honey, eat this!”  

And, typical male, he says “Sure!” Now remember: Adam is the one God directly spoke to and 

told not to eat it. Adam doesn’t raise an objection and say, “Could you possibly excuse us for a 

second, Mr. Snake? Uh, Dear, you know, that’s about the only thing we were asked not to do.  

Shouldn’t we think about this a little? Maybe there’s something here we need to consider 

together.”   

  

Notice that Adam and Eve are both held responsible. The choices they make individually convict 

them both. Adam tries a unique approach. He tries to put the blame on both Eve and God – and 

God will have none of it. Rather, they are held accountable together. In this very first 

relationship, in the very first significant decision they had to make, they both follow the 

avaricious, covetous tendencies of their hearts rather than take time to talk about it. Yes, there’s 

temptation here. Certainly there’s the desire to have what’s forbidden. But in the relationship, in 

the relationship, there’s an absence of the communication that could have saved them. They 

acted alone, as if they were not to be of one flesh, one heart and mind – they failed to use the one 

tool which could have counteracted the sinfulness of their hearts.  

  

Wendy Kaminer wrote a scathing review of the self-help Christian pop-psychology movement 

several years ago. Go to Barnes and Noble or even your favorite “Christian” bookstore, and you 

will find shelves and shelves of books on how to deal with all your problems, be happy and 

wealthy and wise and good looking, all in the name of Jesus. Kaminer accuses the self-help 

movement of pandering to our worst tendencies: to be selfish, narcissistic, and dependent, self-

pitying victims, taking no responsibility for others but wanting others to take care of us, and 

leading us to expect easy, inexpensive, non-judgmental solutions to all our problems.  

 

Writes Kaminer: “What’s missing in much popular religious literature today is a model for 

ethical action in the world. Focusing on the individual relationship with God...most popular 

writers offer no thoughtful discussion about moral behavior, giving us no basis for community.” 

And clearly, Adam and Eve were each only thinking about themselves. 

  

And there’s someone else they left out of the communication. “Who could it be? Who could it 

be?” Could it be... God? It’s God! They completely forgot to involve God in what they decide.  

More accurately, they made sure they forgot to consult God. If it’s correct that “Temptations 

discover what we are,” then in this primal, archetypal relationship, we see who we are: we are 

those who listen to our own desires even when we’re in relationship with another; we try to get 

what we think best, even when we are in community. Ethical behavior requires consideration of 

others. But Adam and Eve sought only self-advancement, independence. They made decisions in 

isolation – then they blamed others, and that’s not the maturity God desires for us.  

  

I’m no expert on dance. Whenever I get out on a dance floor, I realize that whatever I may once 

have known, I’ve forgotten. I read a fascinating interview with Miguel Angel Zotto on the 

Tango. This famous dancer from Brazil laments how we dance alone today. He says, “The young 

people try to do figures; but they dance separated. This is because for thirty years dancing has 

been separated, not because of tango, but because of rock and roll and the discos. Because of that 

the ‘embrace’ has been lost. That’s why what is hardest for pupils is to embrace the woman and 

for the woman to let herself be embraced in order to be led. There is great freedom in this, but 
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the dance must take place within the embrace.” When we go back to the beginning, I think this is 

so clear: God did not desire for us to dance alone. And neither did God intend for us to dance 

apart from God’s embrace.  

  

I find it fascinating that when God re-enters the picture after the disastrous act, God doesn’t seem 

to know what has happened, where Adam and Eve are hiding, that they are hiding. So God seeks 

them: “Where are you?” “Where are you?” “Where are you?” How do you hear that question?  

Does God ask it in “wait-‘til-I-get-my-hands-on-you” anger? Or with fear, like a frantic parent 

searching for a lost preschooler?   

  

I’ll tell you, I hear it with a deep and poignant sadness behind the question, like God already 

knows. God knows, but wants Adam and Eve to answer for themselves, to realize where they’ve 

hidden themselves and what they have already done to their relationship with each other and 

with their Creator. God wants them to realize that they’ve abandoned God’s embrace.  

  

Adam and Eve is a story about all of us, of course. It is the story of being Human and Alive. 

Here is the point: you will be tested. You will be tested in your aloneness and in your 

relationships. Knowing the Bible can guide you, but knowing the Bible isn’t enough. As Martin 

Luther said, all of scripture must be interpreted in the light and love of Jesus Christ. So we can 

memorize the Bible and not understand it. We can quote it and still not get it. We must also 

know and experience the God of who loves us, the God of love. Stick close to that God.   

  

But if you want to pass the test and resist the temptations of life, the most important thing is 

knowing Jesus Christ. For Christ has already passed the test for us. What we find is clear and 

concise: if you read the entire book first you will learn that God loves you so much, that God has 

already given you an “A.”   

  

God loves you so much that Christ Jesus was sent to give you a perfect score by his perfect 

faithfulness. So you no longer need to be anxious about your life, and you no longer need to try 

so hard. Turn in your life to God, and let God worry about the fools who didn’t follow the 

direction to follow Christ’s mature, sacrificial, self-giving love and live in the joy that, through 

God’s love in Christ, you have already received a perfect score.   

  


