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I will stand at my watchpost, and station myself on the rampart; 

I will keep watch to see what he will say to me, 

And what he will answer concerning my complaint. 

Then the Lord answered me and said, 

“Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it. 

For there is still a vision for the appointed time; 

It speaks of the end and does not lie. 

If it seems to tarry, wait for it; 

It will surely come, it will not delay. 

Look at the proud! 

Their spirit is not right in them, 

But the righteous live by their faith.” 

 

 

Prayer Song 

I will wait, I will stand like a watchman at my post to see what to me you’ll say. 

I will wait for the vision I know that you will give; it will come, it will not delay. 

  

 

Last month Gary and I had the good fortune to spend some time in Florida visiting our family 

and connecting with our First Church snowbirds in Naples. We were also able to play a few 

rounds of golf, which we rarely have time for at home. Gary and I had hoped to play as a 

twosome rather than be paired with other players. You never know who your partners will be, 

right? Like chatterboxes, club throwers, or scratch golfers who are impatient with duffers like us.  

But God had other plans.   

 

We were paired with a retired CEO from Missouri name Dan, a wonderful, kind man whose 

story touched me deeply. Before we reached the second hole we learned that Dan was an active 

United Methodist and a former chair of the Staff Parish Relations Committee in his large church.  

Now, when I’m paired with strangers I never tell them what my profession is unless I’m asked.  

Their reactions are, let’s say, unpredictable and sometimes throw me off my game, which isn’t 

very good to begin with. 

 

 

And Now a Word From Our Prophets: 

“HABAKKUK: WRITE THE VISION!” 
 

Rev. Laurie Haller 

First United Methodist Church 

Birmingham, Michigan 

Scripture: Habakkuk 2:1-4 
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Of course, after we learned that Dan was a United Methodist, we confessed that we were both 

pastors. Dan related a few anecdotes from his time as the SPRC chair, but none of that was as 

important as the story he shared about how his young adult son was tragically killed fifteen years 

ago. An elderly woman traveling the wrong way on the interstate hit Darrin head-on as he was 

driving to work. He left behind a young wife and a five-month-old daughter. As you would 

imagine, Darrin’s death shook the very foundations of Dan’s faith and changed the course of his 

life and that of his wife.   

 

As we golfed and talked our way through eighteen holes, I couldn’t help but think of the prophet 

Habakkuk. There are only three chapters in Habakkuk, and most Christians will probably never 

even read this Old Testament book. Habakkuk, however, has an important word for us today. 

 

A prophet who lived in the seventh century B.C., Habakkuk is prophesying because he realizes 

that God is about to use the brutal military machine of Babylon to unfairly destroy his people and 

his country of Palestine. Most prophets speak God’s word of judgment and confrontation to us, 

often in very direct and dramatic fashion. They urge us to repent and turn back to God. Yet 

Habakkuk speaks our word to God.   

 

Right away in chapter one Habakkuk laments, “O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you 

will not listen? Or cry to you ‘Violence!’ and you will not save? Why do you make me see 

wrongdoing and look at trouble? The wicked surround the righteous; therefore judgment comes 

forth perverted.” (1:1-4)     

 

Habakkuk is representing his people to God, for indeed, life is an unpredictable journey for all of 

us. We never know what each new day will bring, and things don’t often turn out the way we 

anticipate. We make assumptions that because we are faithful, God will take care of us, that 

we’ll be exempt from tragedy, sorrow, and failure. One of the rude awakenings of life is that 

disciples of Jesus Christ don’t get preferential treatment anywhere. And it always comes as a 

surprise, doesn’t it? God, I’m doing this, this, and this for you, but look where it got me! 

 

Habakkuk is our companion on the journey, not letting God off the hook, as he laments, “None 

of this makes sense! Why will you allow a godless nation to punish a godly nation? Where are 

you, God?” So how does Habakkuk respond to his own lament? He says in our scripture for this 

morning, “The enemy is all around me. I can’t fix everything, but I’m not going to give up. I’m 

going to climb up on the rampart to watch and wait and live by faith so that I can see how God 

will answer my complaint.”   

 

Just like Habakkuk, you and I are standing on the rampart of God’s future for our congregation 

and the world. A rampart is the fortified outer wall of the city. It’s like standing on top of a 

mountain or sitting in the balcony of the sanctuary. We can see everything that is going on 

around us and below us, anticipate what is coming, and get a broad view of reality. 

 

About fifteen years ago, I had Lasik surgery on both eyes. In high school my distance vision 

began to deteriorate quickly. I was fitted for contact lenses because I hated wearing glasses with 

those thick Coke bottle lenses. But I also have severe astigmatism, and over the years I could 

never find any contact lenses that were comfortable.   
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Lasik surgery is one of the greatest miracles ever. I threw away my glasses, but after five years 

my vision regressed, as sometimes happens with people who are greatly nearsighted. I went back 

to my surgeon for a redo because I had a lifetime guarantee, and he suggested that I leave one 

eye as is and only redo the other eye. Otherwise, I’d end up having to wear reading glasses. So 

my right eye can see far, and my left eye can see close. That’s exactly what happened when 

Habakkuk went up on the rampart. He went up to keep watch, to be able to see clearly what God 

was doing at the moment and where God would lead his people far off into the future.    

 

And how does God answer Habakkuk? God says, “Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so 

that a runner may read it. For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end, 

and does not lie.” God is asking Habakkuk to participate with God in the future of his own 

people by creating a clear vision. So you and I are like Habakkuk, for we, too, are standing on 

the rampart. How do we write the vision of God’s future for First UMC and our world? 

 

First, God calls us to imagine the vision. 

 

We imagine the vision so clearly that when we write it down, even a runner can read it. Vision is 

the articulation of God’s future for us and our world. On the rampart, we can see what others 

can’t see. Our vision is both near and far because we’re looking through God’s eyes. We see in 

others what they cannot see in themselves. We visualize and imagine possibility.  

 

In December our annual Church Conference approved the formation of a Strategic Planning 

Committee and a Multi-site Task Force, and we’re just getting started. We are open to a new 

vision of where God is leading us as a congregation, but we’re going to ask everyone to tap into 

their imagination to help us. We’ve already taken some steps. In the fall the clergy envisioned an 

off-site Christmas service. Pastor Chad secured the Palladium, our downtown movie theater, and 

planned the event, and we had almost four hundred people come to two services.   

 

We’re in conversation now with our district superintendent about ways in which we can 

cooperate with other struggling United Methodist churches in the area. Our vision is not fleshed 

out yet, but we do know this. God is clearly calling us to grow and reach more people for Christ 

by using our building, programmatic, and human resources as a rampart and even a staging area 

to see our community and its needs with new eyes. One of the techniques of former Los Angeles 

Lakers coach Phil Jackson was having his players lie down on the basketball court and visualize 

themselves winning games. When superstar Kobe Bryant asked why they had to do that, Jackson 

said, “I make you visualize yourself as a champion because you cannot be what you cannot see.”  

 

 Where will we position ourselves on the rampart so that we can see our community, 

the metro area, and world through God’s eyes, imagine the possibilities, and then 

write the vision so clearly that even a runner can see it?   

 

Second, God calls us to wait for the vision.   
 

God does not always work on our timetable. At least, God doesn’t do much of anything on my 

timetable. I am by nature an impatient person. My understanding is that a leader empowers, 

equips, and works with others to makes things happen now. God, however, often has other plans. 
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As most of you know, Gary and I will be traveling to Zimbabwe a week from tomorrow for the 

dedication of the newly constructed Ubuntu Retreat Center at our United Methodist Africa 

University. The project was initiated five years ago when Dr. Jim Salley, Vice-Chancellor for 

Institutional Advancement, inspired us at the Grand Rapids District Conference.   

 

If you would have told me five years ago that the fulfillment of our dream of helping Africa 

University would have taken this much time, energy, commitment, perseverance and persuasion, 

as well as a million dollars, I probably would have said, “Are you kidding? I don’t think so.”  

The only way we made it is because we believe passionately in the mission of Africa University 

to create moral, ethical, and spiritual leaders for the continent of Africa, and we had a vision, a 

team, a plan, and a rampart from which we could see beyond the challenges to the goal. 

 

God has said to me so many times during my life, and probably to you as well, “There is still a 

vision even though it may not come to fruition on your timing.” If the vision tarries, don’t get 

discouraged but allow God to shape and prepare you through active, discerning, grace-filled 

patience. Don’t let the vision pass you by, because if the vision is of God, it will surely come. It 

will not delay forever. 

 

 Can we make our vision so clear, challenging, compelling, and attainable that 

everyone can see it and embrace it? Who is God calling us to be as we wait?  

 

Third, God calls us to trust in the vision.   

 

In verse 4 the Lord says, “Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous 

live by their faith.” The apostle Paul pointed to these very words in the book of Habakkuk as a 

major witness to his doctrine of justification by faith. When we face walls that seem impossible 

to scale, when the view from the rampart is foggy, when the way is dark and we begin to doubt, 

God urges us stay the course, keep a right spirit, and live by faith. 

 

After our golf partner Dan told us about his son’s death, he related this story. On the day his son 

died, Dan’s pastor was in the church office but felt God nudging him to get in his car and drive 

to a certain part of town. He had no idea why, but he listened and went. The pastor ended up at 

Dan’s office, not knowing why he was there. He had never been at Dan’s office before. Just 

minutes before the pastor arrived, Dan had received word that his son had been killed.   

 

Darrin had just taken a position with the Fellowship of Christian Athletes in Illinois a few weeks 

before. His vision was to reach young people for Christ through coaching. Standing on the 

rampart of their deep sorrow, Dan and his wife Mary also saw a vision from God, and they 

developed a ministry to those who are grieving the loss of children. They share their story 

wherever they can, and Mary has led many GriefShare groups. They’ve also written two books, 

proceeds of which go the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. 

 

Dan said, “There is not a day that I don’t think about Darrin’s death. God has been glorified in so 

many ways through our grief and this ministry. Mary and I believe that we are sharing Christ’s 

transforming love with more people because of Darrin’s death than Darrin would have ever 

reached had he lived. We have learned to give God a chance to work.” 
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 Can we trust in the vision, living by faith and giving God a chance to work, even 

when the way is not clear? 
 

So here we are, my dear friends, standing on the rampart of our community and world, with a 

vision of God’s future before us. The fine print is yet to be determined, but the guiding vision is 

clear. We are called to serve God, reach out to our neighbors with the good news of Jesus Christ, 

and watch over our world in love. 


