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Family Identity Matters 

Gomez, Morticia, Uncle Fester, Lurch, Grandmama, Wednesday, Pugley and Thing are all 

characters from The Addams Family. Do you have a favorite Addams Family member? 

Love ‘em or leave ‘em, undeniably The Addams Family has lots of family identity.  

As we continue our series Building a Blockbuster Family, this 

Sunday is all about our identities as families. We are going to 

learn that God has a deep desire for and wants to lead us in 

having an undeniable family identity! 

Pastor Chad  

Steeple Notes 

It’s the Fourth of July as I write this, and summer has 

finally arrived! In the morning Gary and I walked around 

Quarton Lake with our two grandsons, six-year-old Ezra 

and three-month-old River, who are visiting from Florida.  

I couldn’t help but think of the aria “Summertime” from 

George Gershwin’s 1934 opera, Porgy and Bess. 

Summertime, and the livin’ is easy 

Fish are jumpin’ and the cotton is high; 

Oh, your daddy’s rich and your ma is good-lookin’ 

So hush little baby, Don’t you cry. 

This was River’s first trip to Michigan, and he was 

eagerly soaking up the scenery. From his stroller he 

checked everything out and was fascinated by the trees, 

flowers and sky. His eyes were wide, his head moved 

from side to side, taking it all in, and I wondered,  

“What is this little boy going to become one day: a 

writer, a philosopher, a preacher, an artist?” 

Ezra ran, skipped and gyrated all the way, rolling down 

hills and stopping to see if any fish were jumping in the 

lake. “Grammy, when are we going to play baseball? I 

hope you pitch better today than you did yesterday.” “I’ll 

try to do better,” I said, with a sigh. “What is this little 

boy going to become one day: 
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a professional baseball player, a cook, a musician, a 

professor?” 

One of these mornings you’re gonna rise up singing 

And you’ll spread your wings and you’ll take to the sky 

But ‘til that morning, there ain’t nothin’ can harm you 

With Daddy and Mammy standin’ by. 

I hope the livin’ is easy for Ezra and River, but I know it 

won’t always be. I hope the fish are 

always jumping and the cotton is 

always high, but I know it won’t be. 

Gary and I and their parents won’t 

be able to offer Ezra and River a 

perfect life. Nor will we be able to 

protect them from all harm. What 

we can do is to encourage them to 

rise up singing every morning and 

stand by them as they spread their 

wings to become all that God has 

created them to be.  

Join us this Sunday as we are surrounded and inspired by 

the life and music of Johann Sebastian (J. S.) Bach, one 

of God’s amazing saints! 

Pastor Laurie  
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Did You Know 

….that the current Voice of Hope message is recorded by Andy McMillan, and for the week of 

July 12 it will be recorded by Anita Barratt. To listen, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your 

call is answered by our automated system. 

….that the altar flowers ($50) are available on July 26. The Missions Candle ($30) is available on 

July 26 and August 2. For more information or to reserve a date, please contact Janet Smylie 

(office@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-64-6407 ext. 3121).  

….that the deadline to submit Steeple Notes articles has changed. Articles are due on Monday for 

inclusion in the issue that is emailed (or mailed) on Wednesday. Send your article to Janet Smylie 

(office@fumcbirmingham.org) or bring it to the church office. 

….that Spirit Journey would be grateful for volunteers to help finish wood trimming, painting and staining three new 

cabins at the Indian Campground this coming weekend, July 11 and 12, for any length of time between 10:00 a.m. and 

6:00 p.m. The camp is located at 11922 E. Camp Haven Road, about a mile south of Northport. Volunteers and 

supporters are welcome to drop in any time. For more information about the on-site work mission, contact Sally 

Meese (248-227-4690) or Rick Meese (248-464-0208). For more information about Spirit Journey, contact Brandon 

Smith, Director (231-590-4063).  

….that the Hunger Ministry Produce Table will be open for business every Sunday beginning July 19. If you have 

flowers and vegetables in your garden, we would love to have anything you would like to share. Please bring them with 

you on your way into church on Sunday mornings. We will be located at the southeast corner of Fellowship Hall. Andy 

Berry has promised another fantastic array of his wonderful dahlias. All donations from the purchases support the 

Hunger Ministry.  

….that you can help the hungry every time you shop at Kroger! It’s that time of year again: time to re-enroll your 

Kroger Card for the Community Rewards Program. A portion of your Kroger spending will then support the FUMC 

Hunger Ministry programs that provide food assistance for those in need. Go to www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

and complete your annual enrollment today! Questions? Contact Chris Stout (stoutemail@gmail.com).  

….that you can contribute to First United Methodist Church by credit card or from your checking or savings account 

through our website: www.fumcbirmingham.org. Just follow the link for “Giving” at the top of the home page to make 

one-time or recurring donations. 

Our Church Family 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

July 6: Elton Blose, Sharon Edall, Craig Heichel, Bruce Linebaugh, John Matthews, Eunice Orton 

Our Prayers for Good Health are shared with the following persons, released from the hospital since Thursday, 

June 25: Christine Patterson, Jerry Peterson, Shanda Sachs 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Gordon L. and Susan Jagger and family on the death of his 

father, Gordon H. Jagger, on June 23. 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Barbara and Roger Timm and family on the death of her  

brother-in-law, Rev. Greg Puttmann, on June 26.  

Intercepted Note of Thanks….Many thanks for every thoughtful card, call, food, visit and prayer after my recent 

knee surgery. Our church is the best at reaching out and caring for one another. Thank you! —Ann Windley 

mailto:office@fumbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumbirmingham.org
http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
mailto:stoutemail@gmail.com
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving


Summer Worship Opportunities 
Looking for a great way to start your day? Join us on Wednesdays in July for Morning Glory Worship at 7:40 

a.m. in the Chambliss Outdoor Worship Center on the east side of the church property. If the weather doesn’t 

cooperate, this half-hour service will be held in the sanctuary. Coffee and refreshments will be served. Leading worship 

will be: 

July 15—Robert Bledsoe, Duke Divinity Summer Intern 

July 22—Pastor Suzanne Walls 

July 29—Pastor Laurie Haller 

Worship in the style of Taizé is a quiet, contemplative, candlelit time of prayer and songs. Come experience this 

ancient and sacred way of communing with God. The service on Thursday, July 16 will be held in the Runkel Chapel at 

6:45 p.m. Next Taizé: August 20. 
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Children, Student and Family Ministries 

For information about our Children’s Ministry activities (Crib through 5th Grade),  

check out our website at www.fumcbirmingham.org, Facebook FUMC Birmingham Children and Family Ministries,  

or contact us at sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org to receive a monthly email newsletter. 

Want to get the inside scoop on First Student Ministries?  

180seconds is a weekly email newsletter with the most current news for middle school and high school students.  

Get your free subscription today! Sign up under “Email Subscriptions” on the church website. 

theatre to be shared with family and 

friends at the end of the camp. For 

4th-8th grades (incoming 4th graders 

welcome). August 17-28, 10:00 a.m. 

to 3:00 p.m. Cost: $400. See 

www.fumcbirmingham.org/fumc-

discovery-theatre-camps for more 

details and to register. 

Summer Sundaes….Join Pastors 

Lindsey and Chad for ice cream! We 

will meet at church and walk to 

Sweet Earth, hang out at Shain Park, 

end the evening with a devotion and 

walk back to church. All 6th-12th 

graders are welcome! July 22 and 

August 26 from 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

Discovery Theatre Camp: 

Telling Tales….It’s time to tell your 

own tale! Developing actor’s tools in 

voice, body, expression and 

imagination, participants will explore 

story building, gain understanding of 

story sequence, develop characters, 

and work together as an ensemble to 

create their own original piece of 

The Best Ticket in Town! 
This year we will offer lunch 

onsite! Consider attending with your 

church or work group then having 

lunch together to discuss the morning 

speakers.  

Register to attend and order 

lunch at www.fumcbirmingham.org/

gls. FUMC members and attenders, 

enter code GLS15HOST to receive 

our special host site rate of $119. 

Invite others from the community to 

attend at the regular rate of $209.  

The Global Leadership Summit 

will be broadcast live in the Christian 

Life Center,  

August 6-7. Come 

to hear great 

speakers like Jim 

Collins, nationally-

acclaimed business 

thinker and best-

selling author of 

Good to Great. 

Driven by a 

relentless curiosity 

into what makes great companies 

tick, Jim Collins has authored or  

co-authored six books on leadership 

that have sold more than ten million 

copies worldwide. He began his 

research and teaching career on the 

faculty at Stanford Graduate School of 

Business. Passionate about the 

business and social sectors, in 2012 

and 2013 he served as the Class of 

1951 Chair for the Study of 

Leadership at the United States 

Military Academy at West Point.  

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/ministries/children-and-families/
mailto:sheilas@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/e-mail-subscriptions
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/fumc-discovery-theatre-camps
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/fumc-discovery-theatre-camps
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/gls
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/gls
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Volunteer Translators 

Needed….Methodists provide 

immigration legal aid through clinics in 

metro Detroit. The clinic at the 

Pontiac location needs volunteer 

translators. The clinic is typically open 

on the third Wednesday afternoon of 

each month. If you are interested, 

please contact Rich Teets (248-882-

4696). The clinic website is 

jfonsemi.org. 

Rummage Sale Dollars at Work: 

Methodist Children’s Home…. 

Located in Redford, the Methodist 

Children’s Home provides residential 

care, foster care and adoption 

services. UMW Rummage Sale 

proceeds fund on-campus educational 

service, field trips for residents, and 

programs for foster children and 

families. These programs, services and 

events have a meaningful impact on 

the lives of multiple children, 

enriching their lives and providing a 

desperately needed taste of normal 

childhood fun. 

Help Teach a Child to Read…. 

FUMC has partnered with Retooling 

Detroit, a nonprofit, volunteer based 

organization, in providing one-to-one 

reading tutors for Detroit Public 

School kindergartners and first and 

second graders during regular school 

hours. Church and Society and 

Retooling Detroit are hosting a Lunch 

& Learn on Thursday, July 16 from 

11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in Fellowship 

Hall. Bring a sandwich and learn more 

about the scope of the literacy 

challenge in Detroit schools and the 

opportunities to make a difference in 

the lives of the youngest students. 

Speakers will include Retooling 

Detroit staff members and current 

FUMC tutors. Visit Retooling Detroit 

at www.retoolingdetroit.com. For 

more information, contact Frank 

Driscoll (248-666-5021).  

Help Low Income Kids Go to 

Summer Camp….We support 

Methodist camp experiences for kids 

who have a parent in prison. We 

need volunteer chaperones on the 

Endowment Express or to drive a 

church van full of luggage to Reed 

City. On Sunday, July 19 we will leave 

at 10:45 a.m. and return by 7:30 p.m. 

On Friday, July 24 we will leave at 

6:45 a.m. and return by 2:30 p.m. We 

also need a volunteer to help watch 

the kids at our church on July 24 

from about 2:00-4:00 p.m. If you can 

help, please contact Rich Teets (248-

882-4696). This is a mission of the 

Church and Society Ministry. 

South Oakland Shelter….Be a 

part of this unique and rewarding 

experience! We will host thirty 

homeless individuals during the week 

of August 9-16, providing evening 

shelter, dinner and breakfast, sack 

lunches, and transportation to and 

from the shelter check-in in Lathrup 

Village. We offer our workers 

friendship, appreciation, and much 

more! Sign-up during Sunday coffee 

hours. Contact Kathy Nauer (248-

390-2600) or Page Gorman (248-739-

6263) with questions.  

Opportunities for Outreach 

Spirit Journey Camp 

On June 26, fifteen FUMC members headed to the Leelanau 

Peninsula to help build three cabins and get the campground ready 

for Spirit Journey’s summer camp. This August, Spirit Journey will 

host 45 kids who will enjoy sleeping in the new cabins as well as 

the tepees our church sewed last summer.  

The camp is in great need of adult-size sleeping bags (25, warm 

enough for northern Michigan nights!), beach towels (10), flip flops   

(for ages 8-14, for showers), and small easels for art lessons at 

camp. New and gently used items would be greatly appreciated! 

Please drop donated items in the Missions Office on the 2nd floor.  

Monetary donations will help pay for camp T-shirts, Converse  

tennis shoes to be given to each camper, funds for materials to 

build bunk beds for the cabins, and mattresses for the new bunk beds (24). Make checks payable to FUMC, memo line: 

Spirit Journey. For more information, please contact Laura Dickerson (ldickerson@comcast.net).  

http://www.jfonsemi.org
http://www.retoolingdetroit.com
mailto:ldickerson@comcast.net
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Do You Have a Heart for Student Ministries? Are you seeking a part-time (15-20 hours per week) employment 

opportunity? First Student Ministries is a dynamic team that loves impacting the lives of middle and high school 

students, and we are looking to build our team with a new Student Ministries High School Assistant. Job descriptions 

and applications are available in the church office. Contact Pastor Chad Oyer (chad@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-

6407 ext. 3153).  

Our Christian Life Center invites a friendly, dynamic receptionist to join our team. Several part-time positions are 

needed for early morning, closing, and a rotating schedule for Saturdays. This important role as receptionist, greeter 

and “director of first impressions” for our Health and Wellness programs creates hospitality and warmth for our 

members, guests and incoming callers. Computer and filing skills needed. Job descriptions and applications are available 

in the church office and should be submitted to Beckie Bower (248-646-6407 ext. 3144) no later than July 20. 

Employment Opportunities 

Opportunities for Fellowship 

Sunday Social on the Road….Seniors, join us on Sunday, July 19 for a trip to Temple Beth El for their annual free 

Motown Community Concert featuring the Contours and the Vandellas. The concert begins at 3:00 p.m. Contact Sue 

Anderson Dale (248-646-6407 ext. 3160) for more information. 

Stratford Theatre….Two tickets are still available for The Sound of Music on Wednesday, August 5. Join Rev. Gary 

Haller on our Endowment Express for this day trip to Stratford, Ontario. We depart from the church at 8:30 a.m. and 

return by 9:30 p.m. Invite a friend attend with you! Cost: $155 includes ticket and transportation. Lunch and dinner on 

your own. Contact Janet Smylie (office@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-6407 ext. 3121) for more information.  

This Week at First Church 

1:30 p.m. Tai Chi 

6:15 p.m. Jr. Karate 

6:45 p.m. Sr. Youth Karate 

7:00 p.m. France Trip Meeting 

7:45 p.m. Adult Karate  

Friday,   July 10 

8:00 a.m. Cardio Weight Training 

9:00 a.m. Bricks 4 Kidz 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

Saturday,     July 11 

CLC CLOSED 

9:00 a.m. Garden Tour 

Registration 

Sunday,    July 12 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:00 a.m. Contemporary 

Worship 

9:00 a.m. Costa Rica Youth 

Meeting 

Monday,  July 13 

8:00 a.m.   Cardio Weight Training 

9:00 a.m. Dance Camp 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

11:30 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

12:30 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

1:00 p.m. Front Porches 

6:30 p.m. The Book of James 

6:30 p.m. Sr. Youth Karate 

7:30 p.m. Adult Karate 

Tuesday,  July 14 

6:30 a.m. Tuesday Men’s Bible 

Study 

9:00 a.m. Dance Camp 

9:45 a.m. MahJong 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:30 p.m. Tai Chi 

Wednesday, July 8 

6:15 a.m. Arbon Dennis Men’s 

Group (VanderMolen) 

6:30 a.m. Men’s Life Group 

7:40 a.m. Morning Glory 

Worship 

8:00 a.m. Cardio Weight Training 

9:00 a.m. Dance Camp 

9:00 a.m. Bricks 4 Kidz Camp 

9:30 a.m. Mat Pilates 

9:30 a.m. Summer GRIP 

12:30 p.m. Cards in the Afternoon 

12:30 p.m. Senior Volleyball 

7:00 p.m. Trustees 

Thursday, July 9 

9:00 a.m. Dance Camp 

9:00 a.m. Bricks 4 Kidz 

11:00 a.m. Stretch 4 Life 

1:00 p.m. Thursday Cards 

July 8, 2015 
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Sunday, July 12, 2015 

Steeple Notes is published weekly by First United Methodist Church. Notices should be in writing and submitted to Janet Smylie in the 

church office by 5:00 p.m. on Monday.  

Traditional Worship 
8:30 and 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

Colossians 3:12-17 

Surrounded! 

“To God Alone Be the Glory: J. S. Bach”  

Rev. Laurie Haller  

Liturgists: Rev. Gary Haller and Robert Bledsoe 

Shine Contemporary Worship 
10:00 a.m. in the Christian Life Center 

Deuteronomy 6:7 

Building a Blockbuster Family! 

“Family Identity Matters” 

Rev. Chad Oyer 

Liturgist: Rev. Lindsey Hall  

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Vision:  

Becoming a church that  glorifies God, serves Christ, loves others, and lives it out. 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to 

the glory of  God and placed in loving 

memory of Floyd A. Ellison on his 

birthday by Nancy J. Ellison and children: 

Jeremy, Deborah and Jeffrey. 

The Welcome Center Flowers are 

placed in loving memory of Ian Porter by 

his family. 

The Rosebuds on the altar announce 

the births of: 

Rosalie Louise Blinstrub, born June 4 to 

Matt and Leah Blinstrub; 

Faith Atkinson, born July 1 to Eric and 

Anna Atkinson (great-grandmother is 

Kae Leffler); 

Loukas Eli Truza, born July 4 to Peter 

and Eirene Truza (grandparents are 

Chuck and Margy Truza). 
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1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  office@fumcbirmingham.org 

www.fumcbirmingham.org 

  

Gary Haller and Laurie Haller, Senior Pastors 

Lindsey Hall, Chad Oyer and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 
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