
January 3, 2016 
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 AM 



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

“The waves splash against my face, carrying a message:  

Welcome, you belong here.” 

—Doug Cooper, Outside In 

 

Please silence all cell phones. 

 

 

THE GATHERING AND QUIET PREPARATION    

                               “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen” Rutter 

 

*THE HYMN OF CELEBRATION NO. 383      (Verses 1-4) 

 “This Is a Day of New Beginnings” 

  

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP    

Leader: We are the people of God, 

People: Precious and honored in God’s sight. 

Leader: We have an invitational spirit. 

People: We open our hearts, minds and doors with warmth and sincerity.  

Leader: We are the body of Christ, 

People: Gathered around the table, 

Leader: Fed by the bread of life, 

People: Filled with the cup of joy, 

Leader: Strengthened for the new year. 

People: We are the community of faith, 

Leader: Welcoming all with the words, “You belong here,” 

People: Respecting variety in experience, 

Leader: Seeing the holy in the ordinary, 

People: And being made new. 

 

*THE CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE NO. 383 (Verse 5) 

* * * 

THE TIME OF WELCOME AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

The Ritual of Friendship folder is located at the center aisle; please sign and pass. 

 

THE ANTHEM (9:30 & 11:00) “Another Year of Grace” Austin Lovelace 

 Chancel Choir 

* * *  



THE CALL TO PRAYER (Leader) 

 

THE UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of glory, you sent Jesus among us as the light of the world, to reveal your love for 

all people. We confess that our sin and pride hide the brightness of your light. We 

turn away from the poor; we ignore cries for justice; we do not strive for peace. In 

fact, we lack faith to believe our world can change. In your mercy, cleanse us of our 

sin and faltering belief, and baptize us once again with your Spirit, that, forgiven and 

renewed, we may show forth your glory shining in the face of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

THE SILENT PRAYER 

 

THE WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe the good news. 

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever. Amen. 

 

THE OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS 

“Those who are generous are blessed, for they share their bread with the poor.” Proverbs 22:9 

 

THE OFFERTORY “Christ is Born” Mark Miller 

* * * 

*THE HYMN OF PREPARATION   “Welcome” (Inserted) 

 

THE SCRIPTURE  

 This is God’s living Word… ~ “Thanks be to God!”  

 

THE SERMON Strengthening Our Core: 

 “Welcoming All” 

 Rev. Laurie Haller 

 

THE INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

 

THE PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 



*Congregation Standing                                                              ***Seating of Worshipers 

 

 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Gary Haller and Laurie Haller, Senior Pastors 

Lindsey Hall, Suzanne Walls and Zack Dunlap, Associate Pastors 

John E. Harnish, William A. Ritter and Robert P. Ward, Pastors Emeriti 

THE JOHN WESLEY COVENANT PRAYER 

I am no longer my own, but yours. Put me to what you will, rank me with whom you 

will; put me to doing, put me to suffering; let me be employed for you or laid aside for 

you, exalted for you or brought low for you; let me be full, let me be empty, let me 

have all things, let me have nothing; I freely and heartily yield all things to your 

pleasure and disposal. And now, O glorious and blessed God, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, you are mine, and I am yours. So be it. And the covenant which I have made 

on earth, let it be ratified in heaven. Amen. 

 

THE GIVING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP 

 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Faithful God, we are thankful that you have revealed to us the vision of life in 

covenant with you and one another. We are thankful that you have sent Jesus Christ 

to invite people of all ages, tongues and races into faithful covenant, and that Christ is 

present with us in the breaking of bread. Through your Spirit, strengthen our core so 

that we may be faithful in all we have promised today. Amen. 

 

*THE HYMN OF DEDICATION NO. 617    “I Come with Joy” 

 

*THE BENEDICTION AND PERIOD OF SILENCE 

Please remain quietly in your pew during the recession of the clergy. 

 

*THE POSTLUDE                       “March of the Three Kings” Bizet 


