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“If you build it, he will come.” These are the words that ring in the ears of Iowa farmer, Ray 

Kinsella, all throughout one of my favorite movies, Field of Dreams. How many of you have 

ever seen Field of Dreams? “If you build it, he will come.” These words motivate Ray to talk to 

his wife about turning under his corn field to create a baseball diamond. And when she agrees, he 

does just that. He doesn’t know who the “he” is precisely, but he moves ahead, nudged by a 

voice to do something that makes his neighbors think he’s gone mad. 

 

Along the journey, Ray experiences the scorn of friends and farmers, the wrath of his local loan 

officer, and financial ruin as he follows after that still, small voice that whispers, “If you build it, 

he will come.” 

 

Eventually, Ray encounters Shoeless Joe Jackson, his father’s baseball idol. Jackson and seven 

others who were shut out after the 1919 Black Sox scandal come from beyond the grave to Ray’s 

former corn field in Iowa to play baseball. At the end of the movie, however, there is one 

baseball player that Ray never sees until he removes his mask from behind the catcher’s plate.  

Suddenly Ray discovers that the catcher is his father. Ray and his father play a game of catch 

while others end up coming from miles around to see the games played at a former corn field in 

Iowa. 

 

At the risk of friends, family, and even financial downfall, Ray puts his all into following after 

words that are whispered almost as a dream. And Ray receives the greatest gift as he experiences 

his father, who passed away years ago, as a happy, young man again. While others thought that 

he was out of his mind, Ray discovers the hope that comes from the investment of his resources 

and his faith to follow the whispered words of his dreams. 

 

In our scripture lesson today, we see the prophet Jeremiah who is encouraged to make an 

investment at a key point in the history of the people of Judah. Zedekiah is the king of Judah at 

this time. The Babylonians have been laying siege to the city of Jerusalem. Jeremiah, being the 

faithful prophet that he is, has been calling King Zedekiah and the people of Judah to repentance.  

Jeremiah warns the king and the people that they will be taken off into exile in Babylon for a 

period of time. 
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This is clearly not good news for the king, so he has Jeremiah confined in his courtyard. What do 

you do when you’re the king and the prophet of the Lord is speaking a harsh word against you?  

You throw him in jail! 

 

From jail, Jeremiah continues to speak to the king and the people. His words disturb Zedekiah so 

much that he asks Jeremiah, “Why do you speak such things against us? Why do you say that the 

Babylonians are going to wipe us out and take us off into exile?” I’m paraphrasing, but you get 

the picture. Jeremiah’s words are not very hope-filled for the king. Meanwhile, the Babylonians 

continue to attack the city and it looks like Jeremiah’s prophesy is going to come true. 

 

As the city is surrounded by the invading armies with only moments left before they will be 

taken into exile, God tells Jeremiah that his cousin, Hanamel, is going to come to him and offer 

him a field at Anatoth. Under the laws of inheritance, Jeremiah has the right of first refusal, or 

the right of redemption. Sure enough, Hanamel visits Jeremiah in jail and offers him the field. So 

Jeremiah pays him seventeen shekels of silver for the land. 

 

This real estate transfer is recorded with abundant details. Jeremiah goes to great lengths to 

describe how the deed was signed and sealed in the presence of witnesses. The money was 

weighed out on scales so that it was a precise transaction. Even a copy of the deed is made to 

record this transaction. Not only do the witnesses sign it, but there are plenty of others in the 

courtyard of the guard to witness this transaction. For those of you who know anything about 

real estate transactions or real estate law, this is a really fascinating process that Jeremiah 

outlines for us here. 

 

The best part about the whole transaction, however, is not all the legal language, but rather that 

this is about the worst investment anyone could ever make. While the amount, seventeen shekels 

of silver, probably did not amount to too much to pay for this field at Anatoth, any amount would 

have been too much. His cousin, Hanamel, passed off this land and would be free to leave town.  

At least he was seventeen shekels of silver richer than Jeremiah. 

 

Remember, friends, that the Babylonian army was surrounding the walls of the city of Jerusalem.  

Anatoth, a suburb of Jerusalem by modern standards, was most likely under the control of the 

Babylonians. Many of the people of the southern kingdom of Judah had already been taken off 

into exile. The Babylonians would never let someone from Judah own this land. To the victors of 

this war would go the spoils, including the land. The deed to the field at Anatoth wasn’t worth 

the scroll upon which it was written. It was already owned by the Babylonians. Jerusalem would 

be under their control, as well, in a matter of days. 

 

This transaction was about the most foolish purchase anyone could make. If nothing else, cousin 

Hanamel had some silver to assist him when he arrived in Babylon. Jeremiah wouldn’t even own 

a piece of land, no matter what deed he had in his hand. What in the world did Jeremiah, or God 

for that matter, think that he was doing? I can only imagine what King Zedekiah thought of the 

purchase. “God encouraged you to do what, Jeremiah?” The people gathered in the court of the 

guard would surely mock him for such an idea. 
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Yet, Jeremiah continues with his foolish purchase. Similar to Ray Kinsella, something stirred 

deep within him. Jeremiah had heard a voice telling him to purchase this field of dreams. After 

signing the deed, however, Jeremiah does something very interesting. He hands off the deed to 

be sealed into a clay jar. This is Jeremiah’s version of a safe deposit box. Think about it for a 

moment with me. When archaeologists found the Dead Sea Scrolls, where did they discover 

them? In a cave, right? Were they just on the cave floor? No! They were in clay jars. Sealing the 

deed in the clay jars would ensure that they would last a long time. 

 

Jeremiah knew that the people of Judah would spend a number of years in exile in Babylon. 

During that time, the deed to the land would be no good. On the other hand, Jeremiah also knew 

that God would return the people to the land again. His purchase was a sign of hope; it was a 

sign of God’s promise to return them again to this promised land. Their exile would not last 

forever. Jeremiah reminds the people, “For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel:  

Houses and fields and vineyards shall again be bought in this land.” 

 

Jeremiah’s purchase may have looked like risky business for all those in the courtyard that day.  

It may have looked like the most foolish investment that anyone could make. It would be worse 

than successfully selling someone the Mackinac Bridge. It’s not ours to sell, right? 

 

And yet, Jeremiah makes an investment that day in what would become a symbol of hope for 

better days ahead. The walls of Jerusalem were crumbling. Soon the Babylonian army would 

find a way in. Soon even the holy city of God would be reduced to rubble. 

 

Yet, Jeremiah makes an investment trusting in a promise from God; that God would return the 

people to the land; that houses, fields and vineyards would again be bought in this land that they 

are leaving. Jeremiah’s purchase was an investment in a future that no one else could see because 

Jeremiah trusted God with everything that he had. His investment would be a sign of hope for the 

people throughout their long years of exile in Babylon. 

 

Today is Commitment Sunday in our life together. It marks the end of our stewardship 

campaign. Throughout these past several weeks, we’ve been telling the stories of lives that have 

been transformed by the ministries of our church. All of those stories happen as a result of God’s 

grace at work through your generosity and faithfulness. Together, we seek to look out into the 

world with the eyes of Jesus, to reach out into the world as the hands of Jesus, and to run with 

the feet of Jesus as we share the good news of God’s great love for our world. 

 

Throughout our many years of ministry, we and so many others have made investments in the 

work of making God’s love real in our communities and in our world. Years before we arrived, 

others were investing in a future that they could not fully see but believed that God would be at 

work among us today. In a sense, they signed deeds of hope through their commitments for a 

future that they believed God had in store for our communities and the world. 

 

As we bring our commitments forward today, we continue to invest not only in ministries for the 

coming year, but in lives that will be transformed by our work and will continue to make a 

difference in transforming our world for generations to come. When children come to know 

God’s unconditional love and acceptance because of our work together, it not only changes their 
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lives, but our world as well as they work to create a world where all lives are valued and 

cherished. That’s what happens when they’ve experienced the core value to “welcome all” here 

in this sacred space. They will continue to live out that welcoming love for many years to come.  

 

When families go out on mission trips and find themselves painting someone’s home or repairing 

a roof, they not only make a difference for their week of mission, but they impact another family 

in another place for a lifetime. When we start new churches in communities in our area and build 

new churches for faith communities around the world, we transform the lives of countless people 

who come to faith in those sacred spaces. 

 

Like Jeremiah, we invest in a future that we can’t completely see because we know that God is at 

work. Our commitments then become a sign of hope in our world as others see what God can do 

in and through God’s people. When others feel as if they are in exile, our giving transforms lives, 

bringing love and transformation to our world by God’s grace at work among us. 

 

This morning, as you bring your commitment cards forward along with your offerings, I want to 

invite you to place them in our clay jar at the front of the sanctuary. As we place our 

commitments in the jar, we remember that with Jeremiah, we are investing in a future that God 

has in store for us together. You’ve heard us share some of our dreams. With the help of 

FORWARD, we are listening closely for where God is leading us and continuing to dream other 

dreams. Every dream, however, we entrust to God whose love has transformed our lives and 

calls us to be vessels of love and grace at work in our world today. 

 

How will our giving and commitments be a sign of hope for our world? How will our generosity 

transform the world? How will our commitments lead us and others to hope? How might we be 

transformed as we give? 

 


