
The main question is not ‘How can we hide our wounds?’ so we don’t have to be 

embarrassed, but ‘How can we put our woundedness in the service of others?’ 

        Henri Nouwen, The Wounded Healer 

Easter Sunday was a day of great celebration. Across services, across campuses, in 

person and online, we celebrated Christ’s resurrection. In Birmingham, after a two-

year absence, the lily cross again adorned the front of the Sanctuary. Services were 

full. We were singing. In word and song, the good news of Christ’s resurrection was 

proclaimed. Christ is risen! Christ is risen, indeed! 

And now, post Easter… The war in Ukraine continues. Violence in our communities 

seems pervasive. Illness of body, mind, and spirit are a reality in our lives and the 

lives of those we love. Beyond the anthems and lilies, is there an Easter message for the wounded and broken places in 

our lives and world? 

This week we continue to read the story of Easter as it is presented in the gospel according to John, specifically John 

20:19-31. The disciples are in the same room where they had celebrated Passover with Jesus. The text tells us that 

they gather in fear, behind locked doors. They are wounded. The One to whom they had committed their lives was 

crucified. They are confused, lost, afraid. Then Jesus comes and stands among them, saying, “Peace be with you.” And 

he shows them his wounds, the holes in his hands, the gash in his side. 

Wait! Why is Jesus still wounded after the resurrection? What is the significance of him showing his hands and his sides 

to the disciples? Jesus does not hide his wounds. He does not cover them up. He is raised and wounded. What 

message is there in this for us? Might it be that we can experience resurrection and still carry our wounds with us? This 

is some of what we will explore in the Sanctuary sermon this Sunday, the second Sunday of Easter. I hope to worship 

with you, whether you are in person (come in person, it is great to see you!) or online (which I am pleased we offer 

for those most comfortable worshipping this way). 

Blessings,  

Pastor Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

P.S. The Birmingham and Berkley First Annual Endowment Dinner is 

Friday, May 6 at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. The Annual Endowment Dinner is 

a ministry of the Endowment Board of our church. This year, our theme is 

“Together Again: New Ways of Being in Community.” The Endowment Board 

is excited to announce that Dr. Lallene Rector will be the guest speaker. In her 

sharing with us, Dr. Rector will address the challenges we face during difficult 

times. Acknowledging the strain of the last two years, her message is one of 

hope. Reservations are required by Thursday, April 28 to attend the Endowment Dinner. You can register for 

this free event through our website or by calling Janet Smylie at 248-646-1200 ext. 3121.  
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Sunday, April 24 
Worship with us at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. The 9:30 

service is also livestreamed. Sunday School is offered at 9:30. Nursery care is 

available at both services.  

“Wounded Healer” (John 20:19-31) – Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed by 

Dolores Kornblum in honor of Marchelle and Mike Woodard.  

Living Room Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Christian Life Center: A 

Fusion of Faith and Life. This service is also livestreamed. Sunday School 

and nursery care are available.  

Coffee With Jesus: “Just Like That” (Romans 8:35, 38-39) – Rev. Susie 

Hierholzer 

Berkley Worship at 10:00 a.m. in the Berkley Campus sanctuary and via 

livestream. Sunday School and nursery care are available.    

Coffee With Jesus: “Approach God” (Luke 15:11-20) – Rev. Zack Dunlap 

Graduation Sunday….Join the celebration on May 22 as we celebrate our 

high school graduates. Attend worship as a family on at 9:30 a.m. in either the 

Sanctuary or Christian Life Center. Worship will include music from our youth 

choir and a blessing for their future endeavors.  

Then join us on the lawn at 10:30 a.m. for a reception including gifts and a 

book signing, wishing them luck and love. We’ll enjoy some brunch from The 

Iron Food Truck and fellowship together as we celebrate these amazing young 

people. All from the community and our church family are welcome to this reception! 

HS Senior Families: Kindly submit a registration and senior/baby photos to Deacon Sarah by May 12 by registering 

here.   

Thank You and Best Wishes to Elbert and Dawn Dulworth….Come 

celebrate Elbert’s ministry and say goodbye to Elbert and Dawn on Sunday, 

May 22, their last day with us. Hear Elbert preach for the last time at 9:30 in 

the Sanctuary, or worship in the CLC at 9:30 or at Berkley at 10:00, then join 

us on the front lawn anytime between 10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. for a grand 

celebration that also includes time to congratulate our graduates.   

Celebration Sunday is May 22—Save the Date! 

Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

April 18: Joyce Webb 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf-sfSuejcaRjZX2RV7GyVXm6MHOlwzqw46yv1JS20hB8Zc0w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf-sfSuejcaRjZX2RV7GyVXm6MHOlwzqw46yv1JS20hB8Zc0w/viewform
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Inspiring Women’s Event: A Celebration of Women 
Join us in the Christian Life Center on Saturday, May 7 from 2:00-3:30 p.m. 

for our Inspiring Women’s Event: “A Celebration of Women,” a spring-

themed afternoon tea attended by women and hosted by women! Invite your 

moms, daughters, sisters, neighbors, or other amazing women in your 

life. Sponsored by Missions Ministry, the purpose of this event is to highlight 

women-centered stories of the mission work we’ve done, internationally, 

nationally and locally. We’ve lined up great storytellers and our featured guest 

and keynote speaker is Rev. Faith Fowler. Donations will advance our mission 

work. After the speakers, just for fun and because it’s spring, we’ll showcase a few vintage wedding gowns. Register at 

signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4ba8a729a64-inspiring or come to our table in Fellowship Hall on Sunday.  

All ages are welcome to join us at Cass Community Social Service for our 

Family Work Day. We will gather at Cass on Saturday, May 7 from 9:30-11:30 

a.m. Bring your labeled gardening tools such as shovels, rakes, hand tools, 

clippers, brooms, work gloves and wheelbarrows (if possible). Please RSVP by 

Thursday, May 5 to Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org.  

Cass Family Work Day 

Spring Clean-up at Birmingham First is scheduled for Saturday, April 30 from 

9:00 to noon. Come join the landscape crew in picking up litter, pulling weeds, 

and edging beds in preparation for mulch distribution the following Saturday, 

May 7. Our church sits on a huge property, so many hands are required to 

keep it looking good. Questions? Contact Jane Carvell at jcarve55@gmail.com. 

Spring Clean-Up 

Volunteers Needed April 23-29. Please contact Louise Stubbs at 248-894-

1157 or stubdurf1@aol.com, or call the church at 248-646-1200.  

We welcome your donations curbside. Donate your gently used clothing, 

furniture and household items. Please note new drop off times! There is no 

truck pickup for this sale. 

 Saturday, April 23 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

 Sunday, April 24 from 1:00 to 8:00 p.m.  

 Monday, April 25 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.   

New Public Sale hours for Spring 2022: 

 Wednesday, April 27 from 1:00-8:00 p.m. (30% mark up) 

 Thursday, April 28 from 1:00-7:00 p.m. (half price) 

 Friday, April 29 from 9:00-11:00 a.m. (bag day $5 or half off) 

UMW Rummage Sale is Almost Here! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4ba8a729a64-inspiring
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:jcarve55@gmail.com
mailto:stubdurf1@aol.com
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1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 
Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  

Full job descriptions and applications are available on the church website.  

Finance Assistant, Accounts Receivable. This individual will report to the Director 

of Finance and be responsible for the accounting and recording of all incoming funds for 

the church. Application and resume should be sent to the attention of Lisa Marsh, 

Executive Director, at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org.  

Preschool Director at the Kids First Preschool, Birmingham Campus. This 

individual will report to the Pastor of Discipleship and Modern Worship and is 

responsible for creating a safe, nurturing, Christian environment for the children, their 

parents, and the preschool staff. Responsibilities include developing an appropriate 

curriculum, developing and monitoring the preschool budget, managing internal and external communications,  and 

overseeing the preschool staff. Application and resume should be sent to the attention of Rev. Susie Hierholzer 

at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Part-time Student Ministry Coordinator at Berkley Campus. This individual will report to the Deacon of 

Young People’s Ministries. Responsibilities include supporting the student ministry team, maintaining calendar schedule, 

assisting with curriculum content, electronic newsletter, and youth group meetings and events. Weekly schedule 

includes Sundays, with a total of 10-15 hours per week. Application and resume should be sent to the attention of Rev. 

Sarah Alexander at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org. 

We’re Hiring! 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:salexander@fumcbirmingham.org

