
This Sunday during worship in the Christian Life Center, we’re planning to welcome 

22 confirmands into full membership in the United Methodist Church. Next week at 

Berkley, we’ll be welcoming 4 more.  

Confirmation is often viewed as a great accomplishment in one’s faith journey. As 

we share in this important milestone, several of our young people will own for 

themselves the vows that were made at their baptism well before they were able to 

answer those questions for themselves. Throughout their years, you have helped 

them come to this point where they now affirm and own that faith for themselves. 

It would almost be easy to see confirmation as an ending of a long journey to this 

point in time. Yet, confirmation is the beginning, not only for our young 

confirmands, but also for each of us. With them, we continue to step forward each day into the future that God calls 

for each of us. Each day, with them, we seek to live out the vows that we made or that were made at our baptisms and 

reaffirmed at our confirmation. 

I still remember my confirmation mentors. Sandy was the lead soprano in the choir and a music teacher in a local 

elementary school. Her husband, Bill, sang bass next to me in the choir. Their son, John, was in youth group with me 

and welcomed me well before I went through confirmation. Sandy and Bill made sure that I always had a way to get to 

church and any event that was going on there. When Dawn and I were married, Sandy and Bill came to celebrate that 

day with me even though they had long since moved away from my home church. That day just happened to be their 

wedding anniversary, as well. I’ll never forget how they witnessed God’s presence, love, and support to me throughout 

my faith journey well beyond my confirmation day. I have come to know Jesus better because of them. They have been 

a part of the transformation that continues within me to this very day. 

Throughout the season of Easter, we often hear the stories of the resurrected Jesus as he continues to appear to the 

disciples following his visit with Mary outside the garden tomb on Easter morning. In a way, the days of Easter invite us 

into a continued transformation on our journey of faith. It’s not a one-time event, but an everyday experience with the 

risen Christ that continues to transform us to be more like Jesus every day. 

Perhaps Easter’s transforming impact is not too much unlike the Rummage Sale that we see filling our building with 

hope and new life this week. Well beyond the cleanup before worship next Sunday, the impact will continue to 

transform lives each and every day. Like rummage, Easter changes everything, including how we see the world around 

us. Join me for worship in this Easter season as we navigate those transitions that bring life together. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Graduation Sunday….Join the celebration on May 22 as we celebrate our 

high school graduates. Attend worship as a family on at 9:30 a.m. in either the 

Sanctuary or Christian Life Center. Worship will include music from our youth 

choir and a blessing for their future endeavors.  

Then join us on the lawn at 10:30 a.m. for a reception including gifts and a 

book signing, wishing them luck and love. We’ll enjoy some brunch from The 

Iron Food Truck and fellowship together as we celebrate these amazing young 

people. All from the community and our church family are welcome to this reception! 

HS Senior Families: Kindly submit a registration and senior/baby photos to Deacon Sarah by May 12 by registering 

here.   

Thank You and Best Wishes to Elbert and Dawn Dulworth….Come 

celebrate Elbert’s ministry and say goodbye to Elbert and Dawn on Sunday, 

May 22, their last day with us. Hear Elbert preach for the last time at 9:30 in 

the Sanctuary, or worship in the CLC at 9:30 or at Berkley at 10:00, then join 

us on the front lawn anytime between 10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. for a grand 

celebration that also includes time to congratulate our graduates.   

Celebration Sunday is May 22—Save the Date! 

Sunday, May 1 
Worship with us at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. The 9:30 service is also livestreamed. Sunday School 

is offered at 9:30. Nursery care is available at both services. Communion will be served during worship this Sunday. If 

you worship online, pre-packaged communion elements are always available to pick up at the church. 

Metamorphosis: “Easter Changes Everything” (John 21:1-11) – Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed by Kerry Fox in loving memory of her father, 

Forrest Fox.  

The Rosebud on the altar announces the birth of William Lee Deeg, born April 14 to David Deeg and Brittany 

Thomasson Deeg. Proud grandfather is Scott Thomasson and great-grandfather is Cliff Bath.  

The Missions Candle is lit by Dolores Kornblum in honor of Marchelle and Mike Woodard.  

 

Living Room Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Christian Life Center: A Fusion of Faith and Life. This service is 

also livestreamed. Sunday School and nursery care are available.  

Confirmation Sunday – Rev. Susie Hierholzer 

 

Berkley Worship at 10:00 a.m. in the Berkley Campus sanctuary and via livestream. Sunday School and nursery 

care are available.    

Coffee With Jesus: “Appreciate Your Friendship” (John 20:26-29) – Rev. Zack Dunlap 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf-sfSuejcaRjZX2RV7GyVXm6MHOlwzqw46yv1JS20hB8Zc0w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf-sfSuejcaRjZX2RV7GyVXm6MHOlwzqw46yv1JS20hB8Zc0w/viewform
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
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….that First Nurses will provide Blood Pressure Checks during the coffee hour on Sunday, 

May 1. 

….that the Voice of Hope is a weekly devotional available to you by phone 24 hours a day. 

For the week of April 24, the Voice of Hope message will be recorded by Greg LaBrake with 

the title, “The Greatest Day in History.” To listen, call 248-646-6407 and press 2 when your call 

is answered by our automated system.  

….that Chris and Doris Hall are once again leading an adult tour choir called the Michigan 

Christian Chorale on an exciting adventure abroad. This choir, made up of singers from across Michigan and many 

from our church, will be following the Journeys of Paul through Greece from May 4-17. The Michigan Christian 

Chorale will offer a free farewell concert in the Birmingham First Sanctuary on Tuesday, May 3 at 7:00 p.m. Please 

come and enjoy some great music and fellowship. If you are interested in following the travels of this group, their travel 

blog can be found on Facebook by searching Michigan Christian Chorale.  

Did You Know... 

Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on 

Tuesday, April 26: Joan Duncan, Joyce Webb 

“And he took the little children into his arms and blessed them…” Congratulations are shared with the family 

of Martha Elaine Matulich, who was baptized on April 24.  

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with: 

….Kevin and Sydney Finney and Allison and Timothy Diemer and families on the death of their grandfather, former 

member Paul Finney, on April 18. Click here to read his obituary. 

….Pat and Mark Demorest and family on the death of her mother, Jane Button, on April 22. Click here to read her 

obituary.  

Memorial Services will be held in our Sanctuary for:  

….Patricia Frank on Sunday, May 1 at 2:00 p.m. Click here to view the livestream. 

….Janice Ericshen on Friday, May 6 at 11:00 a.m. Click here to view the livestream.  

Discover First 
Join clergy and staff for Discover First, a one session class that will provide you 

with the knowledge, resources and relationships needed to take your next 

steps at Birmingham First and Berkley First. The session will be relaxed and 

informative as you learn more about The United Methodist Church and 

Birmingham and Berkley First. The session ends with an opportunity to 

officially become a member of Birmingham and Berkley First. We will meet at 

the Birmingham Campus on Sunday, May 15 beginning at 2:00 pm. We would 

love to be your church family! There is a place for you at Birmingham First and 

Berkley First! Contact Mary Feldmaier, Director of Membership and Connecting Ministries, at 

mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org.  

https://www.hurstfh.com/obituaries/obituary-listings?obId=24612703&source=fb0&fbclid=IwAR3_PXqX0tdlhoOO8K9mQJx243WjvtZV9vJeEvSYWdH5FrDnQhqGCYGsC7U
https://www.lynchandsonsclawson.com/obituaries/Jane-Button?obId=24652537&fbclid=IwAR3cZ6uzN_BW0Wb3n_h8Pj9RZvQXudx1R1KQJk4nXzlP4hRAFm1OnBhbcD0#/celebrationWall
https://vimeo.com/701810343/bf5da0ce10
https://vimeo.com/689017337/e35dd216c7
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org


The Birmingham and Berkley First Annual Endowment Dinner is Friday, May 6 

at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. The Annual Endowment Dinner is a ministry of 

the Endowment Board of our church. Each year the Endowment Board hosts 

dinner and a speaker with a message that will appeal to and have meaning for 

our congregation and friends. 

This year, our theme is “Together Again: New Ways of Being in Community.” 

The Endowment Board is excited and honored to announce that Dr. Lallene 

Rector will be the guest speaker at our 2022 Annual Endowment Dinner. In her sharing with us, Dr. Rector will 

address the challenges we face during difficult times. Acknowledging the strain of the last two years, her message is one 

of hope. She will use a biblical perspective about where we’ve been, where we are now, and how we can move forward 

together, both within our families and within our congregation. 

Reservations are required to attend the Endowment Dinner. You can register for this free event through our website 

or by calling Janet Smylie at 248-646-1200 ext. 3121. Registration closes on Thursday, April 28.  

Endowment Dinner Registration Ends Thursday 

New Public Sale hours for Spring 2022: 

 Wednesday, April 27 from 1:00-8:00 p.m. (30% mark up) 

 Thursday, April 28 from 1:00-7:00 p.m. (half price) 

 Friday, April 29 from 9:00-11:00 a.m. (bag day: $5 for 13 gallon bag or 

half off) 

UMW Rummage Sale Opens Today! 

Spring Clean-up at Birmingham First is scheduled for Saturday, April 30 from 

9:00 to noon. Come join the landscape crew in picking up litter, pulling weeds, 

and edging beds in preparation for mulch distribution the following Saturday, 

May 7. Our church sits on a huge property, so many hands are required to 

keep it looking good. Questions? Contact Jane Carvell at jcarve55@gmail.com. 

Spring Clean-Up 
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Inspiring Women’s Event: A Celebration of Women 
Join us in the Christian Life Center on Saturday, May 7 from 2:00-3:30 p.m. 

for our Inspiring Women’s Event: “A Celebration of Women,” a spring-

themed afternoon tea attended by women and hosted by women! Invite your 

moms, daughters, sisters, neighbors, or other amazing women in your 

life. Sponsored by Missions Ministry, the purpose of this event is to highlight 

women-centered stories of the mission work we’ve done, internationally, 

nationally and locally. We’ve lined up great storytellers and our featured guest 

and keynote speaker is Rev. Faith Fowler. Donations will advance our mission 

work. After the speakers, just for fun and because it’s spring, we’ll showcase a few vintage wedding gowns. Register 

by May 1 at signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4ba8a729a64-inspiring or come to our table in Fellowship Hall on Sunday.  

https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3354&event=3482
mailto:jcarve55@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4ba8a729a64-inspiring


Greeters Needed for Worship Services 
You can help make worship a powerful, welcoming experience for others! We 

have many opportunities for people to serve as greeters. Pick some days to 

create a regular schedule greeting on the first Sunday of every month or on 

the weeks that you are available. And if you know someone who might like to 

share some time volunteering with you, send them this information and invite 

them! Volunteering is a great way to get to know people in your church family! 

Sign up at signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4da5a829abfa7-weekly or contact Mary 

Feldmaier, Director of Membership and Connecting Ministries, at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Desert Sisters Retreat 

Registration for the 2022 Desert Sisters Retreat, “Charting Your Course: 

Time Out to Find Your Way In,” is now open for first-time participants, 

returning sisters, and women outside of the congregation. The retreat will take 

place September 20-23 at the Homestead and Glen Arbor B&B and be led by 

Sarah Hescheles. Cost is $400, including a $100 non-refundable deposit to 

confirm your registration. Please do not let finances keep you away; limited 

scholarships are available. Registration forms can be found at both campuses 

or online. Participation is limited to 25 women. With questions or to request a 

scholarship, please reach out to Sarah Hescheles at 231-675-9940 or sarah@restoringwatersconsulting.com. We hope 

you will join the 2022 Desert Sisters journey!  

All ages are welcome to join us at Cass Community Social Services for our 

Family Work Day. We will gather at Cass on Saturday, May 7 from 9:30-11:30 

a.m. Bring your labeled gardening tools such as shovels, rakes, hand tools, 

clippers, brooms, work gloves and wheelbarrows (if possible). Please RSVP by 

Thursday, May 5 to Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org.  

Cass Family Work Day 
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Jen Hatmaker Coming June 11 
Join us for a special morning with Jen Hatmaker on Saturday, June 11!  

Schedule: VIP Event / 9:15-10:15 a.m. 

 Open Program / 10:30 a.m.-Noon 

 Food Truck Lunch Break / Noon-1:00 p.m. 

 Q&A and Book Signing / 1:15-2:00 p.m.  

There is no charge to attend the Open Program, but registration is required through the church website.  

You are also invited to register for the extra VIP Meet and Greet with Jen before the free main event. One $25 VIP 

ticket also includes an autographed copy of Jen’s latest book. VIP space is limited, so register today! 

All proceeds from this event (VIP and free-will offerings) will go to UMCOR in Ukraine and the local charity Kids 

Empowered: On the Move.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4da5a829abfa7-weekly
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fumcbirmingham/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/15104843/22-Desert-Sisters-Registration-Form.pdf
mailto:sarah@restoringwatersconsulting.com
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=50941&profileId=4571
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=50924&profileId=4565


Connect With Us! 

Worship in the Sanctuary and Livestream: Sundays at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

“Living Room” Worship in the Christian Life Center and Livestream: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Watch the livestreams at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200 ext. 3160 

For pastoral emergencies only, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 
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1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 
Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
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