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Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that 

Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have 

life in his name. (John 20:30-31, NRSV) 

 

 

These are the verses that precede our scripture passage from John’s gospel this morning. Do you 

remember how John has told this story as we’ve heard it over the past couple of weeks? On the 

first Easter morning, Mary Magdalene is the first one to encounter Jesus in the garden just 

outside the tomb that day. She’s the first to tell the others. Oh, sure, Peter and John ran to the 

tomb, but they didn’t see Jesus until later when he appeared to the disciples. There’s just one 

exception. Thomas wasn’t there. Finally, however, he appears to Thomas who can stop his 

doubting and believe. 

 

John seems to conclude his gospel at that point, saying that there’s so much more to tell about 

the signs that Jesus has performed. Yet, he’s telling these stories so that his readers might come 

to believe, and by believing, experience life in Jesus’ name. John’s goal is that we might believe 

and it’s upon that piece that his entire message seems to rest as it comes to a conclusion. 

 

Then along comes this final chapter as if the story is an afterthought. Some scholars argue that it 

is and perhaps was written in the Johannine school of thought. In any case, in this final story, 

John tells of how seven of the twelve disciples were gathered by the Sea of Tiberius, or the Sea 

of Galilee. After the resurrection, after seeing Jesus a few times, and after Thomas’ great 

encounter, they have gone back up to Galilee. 

 

Just what is it with Galilee? This is where they first met Jesus. It’s where they find their homes 

and their families.  Back at home, they seem to have returned to what they know. It appears as if 

they are hanging out together, not really knowing what to do. 
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So Peter tells the others, “Hey, I’m going fishing.” And the others decide to go out there with 

him. After Jesus had breathed into them the gift of the Holy Spirit and sent them out into the 

world, they do the opposite and they return home to do what they know best. They go back to 

their former occupation…fishing. It almost seems as if the resurrection hasn’t even happened. 

 

I wonder if that’s what happens to each of us in our faith journeys at times. We can often 

remember the high points of faith for us. We remember those resurrection moments when God 

suddenly seems so real to us…at least for that moment…just as real as the Risen Jesus was for 

Mary Magdalene, Thomas, and the rest of the disciples. Yet, life can have a way of taking away 

that joy and excitement of those high moments, can’t it? And in those moments, we, like the 

disciples, just return to life as we know it. 

 

For two years now, we’ve just wanted our lives and the life of our church to return to normal.  

We’ve been through such a difficult season in the life of the world and we’ve been longing for 

the hope of normal as much as the disciples longed for that which was familiar following the 

resurrection. Like the disciples, we’ve learned so much, but we’re ready for less excitement and 

for what we know best. 

 

These disciples were fisherman, but Jesus had given them all they needed to fish for people. 

They followed Jesus and learned a new business…the business of sharing good news with the 

hurting, bringing healing to the broken, and new life to those who felt dead inside. Yet, in a 

seemingly brief period of time, it was as if they didn’t know what to do next. So Jesus is alive, 

but what do they do with it? They go back to what they know best. 

 

Likewise, we want to go back in time to the days of the church when all felt the greatest for us; 

when the world of the Church was different. We’ve were longing for those days well before a 

pandemic hit, weren’t we? 

 

Did you notice what happens though when the disciples go back to Galilee? When they return to 

what they know best, when they go back to fishing, they end up fishing all night long with 

nothing to show for it. When the morning rolls around and they are about to go in, Jesus shows 

up on the shore to greet them once more. There’s only one small problem—they don’t realize 

that it’s him. 

 

He even yells out to them, but they don’t recognize his voice. He asks, “Children, you have no 

fish, have you?” Jesus knows these fishermen are coming up empty handed. Did you know that 

in the scriptures, the disciples are never able to catch fish without Jesus? When he first called 

them, it was right here at the side of the sea. And they weren’t having any luck that day, either.  

Without Jesus, they’d be out of a job. 

 

When they tell Jesus that they’ve got nothing, he tells them to cast their nets out on the other side 

of the boat. I wonder what they felt in that moment. Who was this guy calling out from the 

shoreline, encouraging them to do what they had been doing all night long? Who does he think 

he is? They know this job. They know these waters. They know what works and what doesn’t.  

The only thing worse than fishing all night long with nothing to show for it is casting your net 

one more time and coming up empty yet again. 
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Do you know that fear, Church? It’s the fear that every church has as we journey through these 

days, isn’t it? As we readjust to ministry in a new day, as we make budget adjustments, as we 

revise our ministry plans, as we journey through pastoral transitions, are we any less like these 

disciples who go back to what they know because they just don’t know what to do? And when 

we do, like them, do we find ourselves at times coming up with empty nets? What in the world 

has happened? How do we get out of the cycle? How do we return to catching? And what is this 

crazy advice to throw our nets over the other side one more time? There’s no better fishing on 

one side than the other. 

 

Yet, when they do, their nets fill so much that they almost break. In that moment, they recognize 

the presence of the One who had called to them before. 

 

I think this story is a reminder for all of us that want to return to what we know when we’ve had 

our Easter moments and life coaxes us back to a sense of normal. It’s when we return to Galilee, 

not knowing what to do, that the Risen Christ comes and meets us on the seashore, calling out to 

us once more. It’s Jesus who taught the disciples and us a new career, to fish for people. And it’s 

a good thing that Jesus shows up when we decide to go fishing again because like the disciples, 

we can’t seem to catch a thing without him. 

 

Are you struggling to find hope as life returns to normal yet again? Has life caused you to forget 

the signs that you’ve seen before? Have the difficulties that you faced after your resurrection 

moments lulled you backed into feeling lost or without direction? 

 

Certainly, it felt that way without a rummage sale for the past two years here at Birmingham 

First. We have missed the stories and one another. We have missed the sightings of Jesus’ 

presence at the sales. We’ve missed the joy that fills us in those moments when we’re working 

together to accomplish so much for so many through our missions. 

 

This past week, however, as I rode the elevator with one woman who was pushing her cart 

through the sale, she said to me, “I’m so glad that this is back. It feels so good to be here. I’ve 

been waiting to be able to shop again and get some great deals.” Her limited income went so 

much farther in one day at the rummage sale than anywhere else. 

 

One of our workers, Vicki, told me how the Afghan refugee families came in and how the kids’ 

faces lit up when they saw that their father had picked up some toy trucks for them. She 

reminded me that this is why we are here. 

 

Somehow, on the familiar shores of Galilee, we met the Risen Jesus once again, in the eyes of 

workers who’ve struggled without their twice-a-year jobs among us. Here on these familiar 

shores, we’ve met the one who calls out to us when we feel as if we’ve got nothing left. 

 

Like the disciples, we, too, fear coming up empty handed when Jesus arrives, don’t we? And 

still, Jesus meets us here. When we return to what we know. And invites us to throw the nets one 

more time. For if you’re looking for hope, you have to be willing to be hope, you have to be 

willing to go out fishing and throw out the nets one more time, you have to be willing to face the 
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fear of coming up empty to discover the One who meets you on the shore, filling your nets along 

with your souls and spirits. 

 

So what do you say, Church? Are you fishing for hope because you’re not sure what to do?  

Look to the shore once more. Throw out the net again. Be hope for someone else. And discover 

the net is full. That’s grace! That’s life! That’s Easter! And Easter changes everything! 

 


