
“I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in  

every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel  

from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a  

good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.”  

      (Philippians 1:3-6, NRSV) 

As the days rush by, it seems all too quickly that we are about to share a last 

Sunday in worship together as senior pastor and congregation. With Paul, I hold a 

deep sense of gratitude in my heart for the opportunity to serve together with you 

over these past five years. Like the church in Philippi, I hope that you know how 

much joy you share with the world around you through your ministries. Your 

leadership in ministry and missions in the Michigan area continues to make God’s 

love real for so many people and sparks joy in communities locally, nationally, and throughout our world. 

This Sunday in the Sanctuary, we also will share our congratulations and prayers with our high school graduating 

seniors. What a joy it has been to be a part of their journey of faith in Jesus Christ! Together, you have made God’s 

love real for them, and they pick up the mantle to do the same as they begin this new part of their journey. 

In so many ways, I can sense both the excitement as well as the unease and sadness as we send our graduates out into 

the world. Certainly Shakespeare understood emotions well when he penned the phrase for Juliet who said, “Parting is 

such sweet sorrow.” We share a sadness when our paths diverge for a time, but we look forward with eager 

anticipation of our next meeting. 

For Paul, the excitement was in his hope of what God might do among the people of Philippi before Jesus’ return. With 

his whole heart, he knew that they would be perfected in God’s love before Jesus returned among them. He was 

confident of what God was doing in and through these faithful disciples of Christ. 

As we enter into new seasons in our lives, I’m excited to see and hear what God will continue to do in and through 

you at Birmingham and Berkley First in all of the days that are ahead. While we prepare to part from this portion of 

our journey together, we know that God will continue a good work among us in the coming days. In that time, God 

still has work and growth for us to do, love for us to make real, hope for us to plant in our world. 

I look forward to joining you on the front lawn here at Birmingham First following worship across our campuses as we 

share some smiles together and our best wishes and prayers for our students and one another. For those who are 

wondering, I’ll still be around for a little while as we transition over the next several weeks. I’m very grateful to Pastor 

Susie, who will be the leading pastoral contact in this time of transition. And I cannot wait to hear of all the great 

works you will do as you welcome your new senior pastor, the Rev. Dr. Charles Boayue, and his wife, Elizabeth, in July. 

Blessings, 

Elbert Dulworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Sunday, May 22 
Worship with us at 9:30 a.m. (only) in the Sanctuary. This service is 

also livestreamed. Sunday School and nursery care are available.  

Metamorphosis: “A Parting Glance” (Acts 1:1-11) – Rev. Elbert Dulworth 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed in loving 

memory of Cynthia L. Boreland by her son and his family: Kim, Rick, 

Zachary and Jacob. 

The Rosebud on the altar announces the birth of Severin Eldritch 

Wooden, born May 7 to Christopher and Lauren Wooden. Proud 

grandfather is Scott Thomasson and great-grandfather is Cliff Bath.   

The Missions Candle is lit by Lee Gillett in loving memory of Tony Gillett and his mission work.  

Living Room Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Christian Life Center: A 

Fusion of Faith and Life. This service is also livestreamed. Sunday School 

and nursery care are available.  

Coffee With Jesus: “Complete Opposite End” (Galatians 3:26-28) – Rev. 

Susie Hierholzer 

Berkley Worship at 10:00 a.m. in the Berkley Campus sanctuary and via 

livestream. Sunday School and nursery care are available.    

Coffee With Jesus: “Something Real” (Matthew 5:13-16) – Rev. Zack Dunlap 

Greeters Needed for Worship Services 
You can help make worship a powerful, welcoming experience for others! We 

have many opportunities for people to serve as greeters. Pick some days to 

create a regular schedule greeting on the first Sunday of every month or on 

the weeks that you are available. And if you know someone who might like to 

share some time volunteering with you, send them this information and invite 

them! Volunteering is a great way to get to know people in your church family! 

Sign up at signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4da5a829abfa7-weekly or contact Mary 

Feldmaier, Director of Membership and Connecting Ministries, at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Come celebrate Pastor Elbert’s ministry and say goodbye to Elbert and Dawn on Sunday, 

May 22, their last day with us. Hear Elbert preach for the final time at 9:30 a.m. (only) in 

the Sanctuary. Graduates and their families are invited to worship in the Sanctuary or the 

CLC as we recognize their accomplishment. There is no 11:00 Sanctuary worship so we 

can all gather on the front lawn between 10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. for a grand 

celebration. We’ll enjoy some brunch from The Iron Food Truck and fellowship together 

as we celebrate Pastor Elbert and our amazing young people.  

This is Celebration Sunday! 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4da5a829abfa7-weekly
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
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….that Meghan Coppen will step away from her position as High School Coordinator on June 

1, 2022. Meghan recently completed her teaching degree and will be starting a new chapter of 

her professional career as a public school teacher in the fall. We are grateful for all the work 

that Meghan has done to recruit small group leaders and plan creative youth group gatherings 

during this “pandemic-thaw.” When we launched a new model of student ministry in the fall of 

2020 in order to meet in safe ways, Meghan was instrumental in making youth group possible. 

We are forever thankful to Meghan for her time and talent during these difficult years! Students 

and adult leaders had the opportunity to thank Meghan and honor her with gifts on May 1. 

Please join us in thanking Meghan for her commitment and service to our youth. 

….that the Voice of Hope is a weekly devotional available to you by phone 24 hours a day. For the week of May 22, 

the Voice of Hope message will be recorded by Greg LaBrake with the title “Thoughts of Mom.” To listen, call 248- 

646-6407 and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system.  

Did You Know... 

Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on 

Tuesday, May 17: Jerry Brouhard, Lynn Kreitz 

“And he took the little children into his arms and blessed them…” We congratulate the families of these 

children who were baptized on May 15: Fiona Anne McGetrick, Dominic Michael Richard Tolkacz, Nathaniel Mark 

Anthony Tolkacz 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with: 

….Scott and Laura Kwapis and family on the death of her mother, Nancy D. Ketko, on May 8. Click here to read her 

obituary.  

….Family and friends of Dorothy Apsey, who died on May 16. Click here to read her obituary.  

Summer Schedule 
Memorial Day Weekend 

 Friday and Saturday, May 27 and 28: Building closed  

 Sunday, May 29: Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary or CLC, then the 

building will close at 1:00 p.m.  

 Monday, May 30: Building closed  

As always, if you have an emergency and need a pastor when we are closed, call the 

pastor-on-call phone at 248-408-0038. 

Summer Worship Schedule beginning June 5 

 9:30 a.m. in the Birmingham First Sanctuary 

 10:00 a.m. in the Berkley First Sanctuary 

 Sunday School and nursery care available 

Welcome Desk and Building Access beginning May 31 

 Monday through Thursday: open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 Friday: Building closed except by appointment 

 The Welcome Desk will be staffed in the evenings only when there are events in the building. When the Welcome 

Desk is not staffed, the building is accessible by appointment only. You may want to call ahead before coming in the 

evening or visit us during our daytime Welcome Desk hours this summer. 

https://www.reynolds-jonkhoff.com/obituaries/Nancy-Ketko/#!/Obituary
https://www.sullivanfuneraldirectors.com/obituaries/Dorothy-Apsey/#!/Obituary
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Jen Hatmaker Coming June 11 
Outspoken faith-shaker, New York Times bestselling author, For the 

Love podcast host, self-proclaimed “Queen” of the Jen Hatmaker Book Club, 

cofounder of Legacy Collect, and mom to 5 maniacs! Jen Hatmaker is, like the 

title of her most recent book, Fierce, Free, and Full of Fire! 

Schedule: VIP Event / 9:00-10:00 a.m.  SOLD OUT 

 Lunch Food Trucks / Noon-2:00 p.m. 

 Jen Hatmaker and Q&A / 10:30 a.m.-Noon   

 Book Sales/Book Signing / 12:30-2:00 p.m.  

There is no charge to attend the main event starting at 10:30, but registration 

is requested through the church website. All proceeds from this event (VIP 

and free-will offerings) will go to UMCOR in Ukraine and the local charity Kids 

Empowered: On the Move.  

VBS Needs Your Help! 
Donations Needed! Please drop off donations at the Children and Family 

Ministries office by May 19. 

Cardboard boxes (med. to lg. sizes) Cellophane (bright colors) 

Cardboard tubes from wrapping paper Gold fabric 

Paper towel rolls Blue fabric or tulle (for waterfalls) 

Plastic play food Tissue paper (yellow, orange, red) 

VBS needs your creativity and helping hands! Help us make decorations 

for Treasured VBS at Craft Nights and Decorating Days to transform the church into an Aztec and jungle setting. See 

dates and sign up to volunteer at signupgenius.com/go/20f054aafa92ba7f49-vbstreasured. 

VBS Registration is still open! Come June 20-23 for this morning camp event that will help kids discover God’s 

greatest treasure isn’t diamonds, gems, or gold—it’s them! A VBS evening family event on June 22 will engage the 

entire family to play, worship, discover, and eat dinner together. Register online for ages toddler through 5th grade.  

Dig out the Santa hats, ugly Christmas sweaters, and fruitcake…we’re 

celebrating Christmas in July! Singers entering 4th through 12th grade are 

invited to join us July 24-30 in a Summer Wonderland at Camp Lael where 

we’ll sing, play, and learn all about the parts of the Christmas story that get left 

out of our December celebrations. Online registration is now open! Click here 

to sign up by July 1.  

Choir Camp 

https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=50941&profileId=4571
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=50941&profileId=4571
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054aafa92ba7f49-vbstreasured
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/vbs/
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3354&event=4573


Desert Sisters Retreat 

Registration for the 2022 Desert Sisters Retreat, “Charting Your Course: 

Time Out to Find Your Way In,” is now open for first-time participants, 

returning sisters, and women outside of the congregation. The retreat will take 

place September 20-23 at the Homestead and Glen Arbor B&B and be led by 

Sarah Hescheles. Cost is $400, including a $100 non-refundable deposit to 

confirm your registration. Please do not let finances keep you away; limited 

scholarships are available. Registration forms can be found at both campuses 

or online. Participation is limited to 25 women. With questions or to request a 

scholarship, please reach out to Sarah Hescheles at 231-675-9940 or sarah@restoringwatersconsulting.com. We hope 

you will join the 2022 Desert Sisters journey!  
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“Living Room” Worship to End May 29 

Birmingham and Berkley First has been more than a single worshiping 

community for over 20 years. Worship has continued in the Sanctuary at 

Birmingham First since the building was constructed, and at Berkley First since 

its launch in 2017. Over the years, worship in the Christian Life Center has 

included Sunday Night Alive, Shine, Worship in the CLC and, most recently, 

Living Room.   

As we continue living into all God has in store, Birmingham and Berkley First 

will no longer be offering modern worship at the Birmingham campus. 

Traditional worship services will continue in the Birmingham First Sanctuary 

and, for those looking for a more modern feel, Berkley First offers worship on 

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. We are also launching an online church community later this year as our church continues to 

creatively offer new expressions of Christian worship.  

While we grieve the loss of the CLC worshipping community as a separate entity, we have and will continue to be one 

community united in worship to God and service to one another across multiple locations. Living Room worship will 

continue through the month of May, with a final service of worship and celebration on May 29 at 9:30 a.m.  

Employment Opportunity 
Welcome Desk Administrative Assistant….Birmingham First seeks a part-time 

administrative assistant for the Welcome Desk, reporting to the Director of 

Administrative Services. Excellent hospitality skills are needed to interact with members, 

guests and staff. Candidate should demonstrate excellent written and verbal skills, along 

with the ability to learn new software and online programs. Experience in MS Office 

365, Word and Excel, with knowledge of Publisher preferred. Hours are Monday and 

Tuesday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and one Sunday morning per month. Complete job 

description and application are available on our church website and at the Welcome 

Desk. Direct applications/resumes to Janet Smylie, Director of Administrative Services, 

at office@fumcbirmingham.org.  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/fumcbirmingham/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/15104843/22-Desert-Sisters-Registration-Form.pdf
mailto:sarah@restoringwatersconsulting.com
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org


Connect With Us! 

Worship in the Sanctuary and Livestream: Sundays at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

“Living Room” Worship in the Christian Life Center and Livestream: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Watch the livestreams at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Don’t know where to start? Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Lisa at lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-646-1200 ext. 3160 

For pastoral emergencies only, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray  

Adult Small Groups:  

Contact Pastor Rachael at rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 
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1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Elbert Dulworth, Senior Pastor 
Rachael Dunlap, Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:lmarsh@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray
mailto:rdunlap@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:salexander@fumcbirmingham.org

