
This Sunday will be bittersweet as the final gathering of the Living Room will bring 
worship in the Christian Life Center (CLC) to a close. There will be grief and tears, but 
we will also celebrate all that God has done through this worshiping community over the 
years. The lost have been found, people have walked through the highs and lows of life 
together, lives have been transformed, faith has been nurtured, and for all of that…we 
give thanks to God. I’m also thankful for the faithfulness of those who have supported and 
participated in the various worship services that have been held in the CLC over the last 
20 plus years. Your passion, generosity, and love of God have impacted so many people in 
ways that we may never know. Thank you, faithful disciples! 

We’re in a season of change right now. And change is hard—but God is always good. My 
hope is firmly grounded in the conviction that God has great things planned for 
Birmingham and Berkley First. God is revealing that vision and the pieces are beginning to 

come together. I cannot wait to see how we live into God’s future together. But here’s something I’ve learned over the 
years: it’s hard to receive new things if our hands are still clutching the old. We have to be willing to let go of what was 
in order to reach for what will be. I hope you will join me and your clergy team in reaching for what is yet to be at 
Birmingham and Berkley First. 

Join us in the Sanctuary this Sunday to hear Dr. Carl Price give the message, “Friends: Sharing Burdens and Being 
There.” I’m sure it will feed your soul! 

Blessings, 

Rev. Susie Hierholzer 
Associate Pastor 
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Lucy Burch will join our staff this summer as a Duke Divinity School ministerial 
intern. Here is what she wrote as an introduction: 

My name is Lucy Burch, and I am so excited to spend this summer with you 
all! I am originally from Florence, Alabama (Roll Tide) and went to 
undergrad in Montgomery, Alabama where I played collegiate tennis, served 
as the SGA president, graduated with two degrees in English and 
Communication Studies, and discerned a calling into ministry. I just finished 
my first year of seminary and am a certified candidate for ordination on the Elder track. I feel especially called 
to church leadership, the intersection of theology and the arts, and walking alongside others as we continually 
reimagine who God is and what our callings are. I can’t wait to meet you all!   

Lucy will arrive on May 31. Please give her a big Birmingham and Berkley First welcome as you see her this summer.  
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Worship Together….Families are encouraged to worship together in the Sanctuary or the Christian Life Center on 
May 29 at 9:30 a.m. Sharing the worship experience with our children is important to their faith development. Children 
learn by seeing their caregivers, other congregants, and worship leaders model what it means to worship and praise 
God. It is also important that children know they are welcome in all areas of the church. Worshiping together as a 
family will help them feel welcome in our worship spaces.  

Worship with us at 9:30 a.m. (only) in the Sanctuary. This service is also livestreamed. Children worship with 
their families. Nursery care is available for preschoolers and younger.  

“Friends: Sharing Burdens and Being There” (Matthew 26:36-46) – Dr. Carl Price 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed in honor of our families by Karen Hagenlocker 
and Henry Whiting III.  

The Missions Candle is lit in loving memory of Rev. James Crosby by his family.  

Living Room Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Christian Life Center: A Fusion of Faith and Life. This service is 
also livestreamed. Children worship with their families. Nursery care is available for preschoolers and younger.  

 Coffee With Jesus: “Unplugged” (Romans 12:1-2) – Rev. Susie Hierholzer 

Berkley Worship at 10:00 a.m. in the Berkley Campus sanctuary and via livestream. Sunday School and nursery 
care are available.    

“The Church Will Either Be Everything, or Nothing” (Romans 8:18-25) – Gabriel Ervin preaching 
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Memorial Day Weekend 

· Friday and Saturday, May 27 and 28: Building closed  
· Sunday, May 29: Worship at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary or CLC, then the 

building will close at 1:00 p.m.  
· Monday, May 30: Building closed  

As always, if you have an emergency and need a pastor when we are closed, call the 
pastor-on-call phone at 248-408-0038. 

Summer Worship Schedule beginning June 5 
· 9:30 a.m. in the Birmingham First Sanctuary 
· 10:00 a.m. in the Berkley First Sanctuary 
· Children begin in worship with their families. Following a children’s moment, they will be dismissed for Sunday 

School. Nursery care is available. 

Welcome Desk and Building Access beginning May 31 
· Monday through Thursday: open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
· Friday: Building closed except by appointment 
· The Welcome Desk will be staffed in the evenings only when there are events in the building. When the Welcome 

Desk is not staffed, the building is accessible by appointment only. You may want to call ahead before coming in the 
evening or visit us during our daytime Welcome Desk hours this summer. 
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….that Jane Myers has moved from the Welcome Desk to a position as an assistant in the 
Finance Department. This leaves an opening as a Welcome Desk administrative assistant on 
Mondays and Tuesdays plus one Sunday morning per month. A complete job description and 
application are available on our church website and at the Welcome Desk. Direct applications/
resumes to Janet Smylie, Director of Administrative Services, at office@fumcbirmingham.org. 

….that the Annual Unit Meeting of the Birmingham and Berkley First United Methodist 
Women is Wednesday, June 8 at 7:00 p.m. We will meet in the Wright Parlor at the 
Birmingham Campus. The Budget for the 2022-2023 fiscal year will be presented for approval by the membership. The 
slate of officers for the 2022-2023 year will also be presented and voted on. All are invited and encouraged to come! 

….that if you are a Kroger shopper, signing up for Kroger Community Rewards benefits the Hunger Ministry of 
Birmingham and Berkley First, which in turn feeds people locally and globally. Click here to register, and when asked 
for an organization, put in “First United Methodist Church of Birmingham DH313.” Already registered? There’s no 
need to re-enroll! Check your Kroger receipt at the bottom to make sure your contributions is going to Birmingham 
First. If you previously named another organization that you perhaps no longer support, please consider updating your 
selection. Thank you! 
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Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 
May 23: Jerry Brouhard 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with: 
….Barb Shallberg and family on the death of her son, Richard Shallberg, on May 18.   
….John and Wendy Kreitz and family on the death of his mother, Lynne Kreitz, on May 24. 

Following worship on Pentecost Sunday, June 5, there will be an opportunity 
to recognize and greet Rachael Dunlap and Myra Moreland. It is an 
opportunity to say thank you and extend best wishes to the Reverend Rachael 
Dunlap as she leaves our congregation to begin her ministry at Flat Rock 
United Methodist Church in Michigan. We will also share our congratulations 
and best wishes with the Reverend Myra Moreland upon her graduation from 
seminary, her commissioning as a provisional elder at the 2022 Michigan 
Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, and her assignment to 
ministry at Troy First United Methodist Church. Wear red and plan to join us for worship, cupcakes, and a time of 
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Outspoken faith-shaker, New York Times bestselling author, For the 
Love podcast host, self-proclaimed “Queen” of the Jen Hatmaker Book Club, 
cofounder of Legacy Collect, and mom to 5 maniacs! Jen Hatmaker is, like the 
title of her most recent book, Fierce, Free, and Full of Fire! 

Schedule: VIP Event / 9:00-10:00 a.m.  SOLD OUT 
 Lunch Food Trucks / Noon-2:00 p.m. 

 Jen Hatmaker and Q&A / 10:30 a.m.-Noon   
 Book Sales/Book Signing / 12:30-2:00 p.m.  

Detroit’s own Joanne Purtan is the emcee.  

There is no charge to attend the main event starting at 10:30, but registration 
is requested through the church website. All proceeds from this event (VIP 
and free-will offerings) will go to UMCOR in Ukraine and the local charity Kids 
Empowered: On the Move.  
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VBS needs your creativity and helping hands! Help us make decorations 
for Treasured VBS at Craft Nights and Decorating Days to transform the 
church into an Aztec and jungle setting. See dates and sign up to volunteer 
at signupgenius.com/go/20f054aafa92ba7f49-vbstreasured. 

VBS Registration is still open! Come June 20-23 for this morning camp 
event that will help kids discover God’s greatest treasure isn’t diamonds, gems, 
or gold—it’s them! A VBS evening family event on June 22 will engage the 
entire family to play, worship, discover, and eat dinner together. Register online for ages toddler through 5th grade.  

Every two seconds, someone in the U.S. needs blood. It is essential for 
surgeries, cancer treatment, chronic illnesses, and traumatic injuries. Whether 
a patient receives whole blood, red cells, platelets or plasma, this lifesaving 
care starts with one person making a generous donation.  

Consider donating at the next Birmingham First Blood Drive on Monday, June 
27 from 12:30 to 7:00 p.m. Appointments are preferred; please visit our 
website at fumcbirmingham.org/blood-drive to schedule a time. Your single 
donation can impact up to three lives in our community! Donate and receive a portable Bluetooth speaker, while 
supplies last.  
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