
Our clergy team and several lay persons have the privilege of attending Annual 

Conference this week. We will hear inspiring messages, vote on legislation for the 

Michigan area, and witness Bishop Bard ordaining and commissioning people for ministry. 

We will sing together, pray together, renew old friendships and create new ones, there 

will be joy and laughter, and it will be good. We have not been able to gather in person 

since 2019. The theme for the conference is Mourning to Dancing and that’s certainly what 

it feels like for me. I went there in a spirit of mourning, but I will leave dancing. And it 

feels good. 

It’s been a long time since we’ve felt like dancing, hasn’t it? These last two years have 

been full of anxiety and uncertainty. We’ve lost some things and some people along the 

way and I’m not certain we’ve really taken the time to mourn or lament. It is important 

to do those things—mourn and lament, be sad over what has changed, what is gone, what may have been lost. But 

after we mourn, it’s just as important that we turn once again toward the hope that is Christ Jesus and begin living into 

the new future that God has for us. It’s time to get back to dancing! I hope you will mourn these past two years, and 

then I hope you will turn toward God and together we can boldly live into all that God has in store for us! 

Join us this Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary for excellent worship and a new, inspiring sermon series on the other 

prayer that Jesus prayed. We will hear what was on Jesus’ mind on the night he was arrested, and it just might give us 

an idea of how we can move from mourning to dancing. We will also be celebrating Pentecost, so wear red and be 

prepared to eat cupcakes. In addition, we will be celebrating Rev. Rachael Dunlap and Rev. Myra Moreland. 

Blessings, 

Rev. Susie Hierholzer 

Associate Pastor 

Mourning to Dancing 
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Every two seconds, someone in the U.S. needs blood. It is essential for 

surgeries, cancer treatment, chronic illnesses, and traumatic injuries. Whether 

a patient receives whole blood, red cells, platelets or plasma, this lifesaving 

care starts with one person making a generous donation.  

Consider donating at the next Birmingham First Blood Drive on Monday, June 

27 from 12:30 to 7:00 p.m. Appointments are preferred; please visit our 

website at fumcbirmingham.org/blood-drive to schedule a time. Your single 

donation can impact up to three lives in our community! Donate and receive a portable Bluetooth speaker, while 

supplies last.  

Be the Pulse of Summer...Donate Blood! 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/blood-drive/
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Introducing Lucy Burch 
Lucy Burch will join our staff this summer as a Duke Divinity School ministerial 

intern. Here is what she wrote as an introduction: 

My name is Lucy Burch, and I am so excited to spend this summer with you 

all! I am originally from Florence, Alabama (Roll Tide) and went to 

undergrad in Montgomery, Alabama where I played collegiate tennis, served 

as the SGA president, graduated with two degrees in English and 

Communication Studies, and discerned a calling into ministry. I just finished 

my first year of seminary and am a certified candidate for ordination on the Elder track. I feel especially called 

to church leadership, the intersection of theology and the arts, and walking alongside others as we continually 

reimagine who God is and what our callings are. I can’t wait to meet you all!   

Lucy arrived on May 31. Please give her a big Birmingham and Berkley First welcome as you see her this summer.  

Pentecost Sunday, June 5 
Worship with us at 9:30 a.m. (only) in the Sanctuary. This service is 

also livestreamed. Sunday School and nursery care are available. Communion 

will be served during worship this Sunday. If you worship online, pre-packaged 

communion elements are always available to pick up at the Welcome Desk. 

The Other Prayer: “Jesus Prays for Himself” (John 17:1-5) – Rev. Susie 

Hierholzer 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed in loving 

memory of Gretchen Davis by Dale Davis and Jessica, Ken, Eleanor and Lydia McRowe. 

The Missions Candle is lit in loving memory of Joyce Stanton by her family.  

Following worship, there will be an opportunity to say thank you and extend best wishes to the Reverend Rachael 

Dunlap as she leaves our congregation to begin her ministry at Flat Rock United Methodist Church in Michigan. We 

will also share our congratulations and best wishes with the Reverend Myra Moreland upon her graduation from 

seminary, her commissioning as a provisional elder at the 2022 Michigan Annual Conference of the United Methodist 

Church, and her assignment to ministry at Troy First United Methodist Church. Wear red and plan to join us for 

worship, cupcakes, and a time of celebration.  

Berkley Worship at 10:00 a.m. in the Berkley Campus sanctuary and via livestream. Sunday School and nursery 

care are available.    

The Other Prayer: “Jesus Prays for His Disciples” (John 17:6-19) – Rev. Zack Dunlap 

Dig out the Santa hats, ugly Christmas sweaters, and fruitcake…we’re 

celebrating Christmas in July! Singers entering 4th through 12th grade are 

invited to join us July 24-30 in a Summer Wonderland at Camp Lael where 

we’ll sing, play, and learn all about the parts of the Christmas story that get left 

out of our December celebrations. Online registration is now open! Click here 

to sign up by July 1.  

Choir Camp 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3354&event=4573


Page 3 First United Methodist Church 

….that First Nurses will provide blood pressure checks during the coffee hour on Sunday.  

….that you can stop at the Church and Society table during the coffee hour on Sunday to 

review a non-partisan “Promote the Vote” petition.  

….that the Annual Unit Meeting of the Birmingham and Berkley First United Methodist 

Women is Wednesday, June 8 at 7:00 p.m. We will meet in the Wright Parlor at the 

Birmingham Campus. The Budget for the 2022-2023 fiscal year will be presented for approval by 

the membership. The slate of officers for the 2022-2023 year will also be presented and voted 

on. All are invited and encouraged to come! 

….that if you are a Kroger shopper, signing up for Kroger Community Rewards benefits the Hunger Ministry of 

Birmingham and Berkley First, which in turn feeds people locally and globally. Click here to register, and when asked 

for an organization, put in “First United Methodist Church of Birmingham DH313.” Already registered? There’s no 

need to re-enroll! Check your Kroger receipt at the bottom to make sure your contributions is going to Birmingham 

First. If you previously named another organization that you perhaps no longer support, please consider updating your 

selection. Thank you! 

Did You Know... 

Our Church Family 
Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Tuesday, 

May 31: Jerry Brouhard 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with: 

….Nancy Rice and family on the death of her sister, Rev. Linda Anne McLargin, on May 21. Her funeral will be held on 

June 3 in Memphis, TN. Click here to read her obituary.   

….Mike and Deb Roy and family on the death of his father, Burnell D. Roy, on May 26. His funeral will be held on June 

10 in New Haven, MI. Click here to read his obituary.  

….Family and friends of Betty Matick, who died on May 28. Funeral arrangements will be shared when they are set.  

Summer Schedule 
Summer Worship Schedule  

 9:30 a.m. in the Birmingham First Sanctuary 

 10:00 a.m. in the Berkley First Sanctuary 

 Sunday School and nursery care available. 

Welcome Desk and Building Access  

 Monday through Thursday: open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 Friday: Building closed except by appointment 

The Welcome Desk will be staffed in the evenings only when there are events 

in the building. When the Welcome Desk is not staffed, the building is accessible by appointment only. You may want 

to call ahead before coming in the evening or visit us during our daytime Welcome Desk hours this summer. 

As always, if you have an emergency and need a pastor when we are closed, call the pastor-on-call phone at 248-408-0038. 

https://www.kroger.com/signin?redirectUrl=/account/communityrewards
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/dailymemphian/name/linda-mclargin-obituary?id=34942370
https://www.jowettfuneraldirectors.com/obituaries/Burnell-Roy/#!/Obituary
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Jen Hatmaker Coming June 11 
Outspoken faith-shaker, New York Times bestselling author, For the 

Love podcast host, self-proclaimed “Queen” of the Jen Hatmaker Book Club, 

cofounder of Legacy Collect, and mom to 5 maniacs! Jen Hatmaker is, like the 

title of her most recent book, Fierce, Free, and Full of Fire! 

Schedule: VIP Event / 9:00-10:00 a.m.  SOLD OUT 

 Lunch Food Trucks / Noon-2:00 p.m. 

 Jen Hatmaker and Q&A / 10:30 a.m.-Noon   

 Book Sales/Book Signing / 12:30-2:00 p.m.  

Detroit’s own JoAnne Purtan is the emcee.  

There is no charge to attend the main event starting at 10:30, but registration 

is encouraged through the church website. All proceeds from this event (VIP 

and free-will offerings) will go to UMCOR in Ukraine and the local charity Kids 

Empowered: On the Move.  

Made possible by a Birmingham First Endowment Grant in celebration of our 200th year.  

“Treasured” VBS  
VBS needs your creativity and helping hands! Help us make decorations 

for Treasured VBS at Craft Nights and Decorating Days to transform the 

church into an Aztec and jungle setting. See dates and sign up to volunteer 

at signupgenius.com/go/20f054aafa92ba7f49-vbstreasured. 

VBS Registration is still open! Come June 20-23 for this morning camp 

event that will help kids discover God’s greatest treasure isn’t diamonds, gems, 

or gold—it’s them! A VBS evening family event on June 22 will engage the 

entire family to play, worship, discover, and eat dinner together. Register online for ages toddler through 5th grade.  

Volunteers Needed for Jen Hatmaker Event 
We need many helpers to welcome members and community guests to the 

program with Jen Hatmaker on Saturday, June 11. Please contact Susan Ives at 

LSCIves@gmail.com to volunteer.  

Friday, June 10:  

 Help with signs and set up (time TBD) 

Saturday, June 11: 

 9:00-10:00 a.m. VIP Event—Greet guests, help with refreshments. 

Photographer needed to take pictures with guests’ phones. Host needed to keep things moving along.  

 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Keynote Presentation and Q&A—Greeters and ushers to guide guests and assist with 

microphones during Q&A 

 12:00-2:00 p.m. Lunch—Hosts and bussers for tables 

 12:30-2:00 p.m. Book Sales/Book Signing—Assist Jen Hatmaker at book table 

https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=50941&profileId=4571
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=50941&profileId=4571
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f054aafa92ba7f49-vbstreasured
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/vbs/
mailto:LSCIves@gmail.com

