
It’s clear: we are in a season of transition. Then again, when aren’t we? The 

process of aging, of growing, of maturing in body and in faith is fraught with 

challenges that test our resolve and shape us into who we are becoming.  

In John 17, Jesus’ disciples were about to experience difficult times unlike 

anything they had seen before. That very night, Jesus would be betrayed. The 

next day, crucified. The women and men who followed him didn’t know this 

upheaval was coming, but Jesus did. And he prayed for them. Continuing in our 

series on The Other Prayer that Jesus prayed, I am excited to be with you in the 

Birmingham First Sanctuary this Sunday, June 12.   

Jesus’ disciples walked with him, learned from him, witnessed his miracles, and 

were covered in his dust along the road. As we explore Jesus’ hopes and 

yearnings for them, perhaps we will find new resolve to walk as disciples of Christ through our own transitions and 

into all God has in store. Worship with Duke Intern Lucy Burch and me online or in person at Birmingham First this 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 

Rev. Zack Dunlap 

Associate Pastor 

The Other Prayer 
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Welcome Sunday is July 10 
The Rev. Dr. Charles Boayue’s first Sunday to join us as Senior Pastor of 

Birmingham and Berkley First is Sunday, July 10. That day he will be 

preaching in the Birmingham Sanctuary at the 9:30 a.m. service. After 

worship services at our two campuses, there will be a welcome reception 

for him and his wife, Elizabeth, at Birmingham First. The reception will be 

on the front lawn or in Fellowship Hall, depending on the weather. Please 

join us to meet Charles, Elizabeth, and their family: son, Charles III, 

Charles’ mother-in-law, Cecelia Dunkin, and her grandson, Solomon 

Dunkin, and welcome them to our church family.  

As part of Charles’ plan to get to know the congregation, answer questions, and ask for input on the vision for 

Birmingham and Berkley First going forward, he would like to participate in as many small group gatherings as possible 

over the summer months. The Staff-Parish Relations Committee is looking for members willing to host a dinner, 

dessert, afternoon tea or other gathering of members, friends, or neighbors for him to get acquainted. If you are willing 

to host, please contact Carol Rillema at 248-851-6438 (home phone) or crillema@gmail.com with the type of event, 

the number of guests, and dates you are available to host after July 10. Thank you for considering this opportunity.  

mailto:crillema@gmail.com
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Sunday, June 12 
Worship with us at 9:30 a.m. (only) in the Sanctuary. This service is 

also livestreamed. Children begin in worship and are dismissed for Sunday 

School. Nursery care is available.  

The Other Prayer: “Jesus Prays for His Disciples” (John 17:6-19) – Rev. Zack 

Dunlap 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed by Jim and 

Linda Wilson in celebration of their 50th wedding anniversary. 

The Rosebud on the altar announces the birth of Declan James Glick, born May 30 to Justin and Sarah Glick. Proud 

grandparents are Roger and Jean Steed.  

Berkley Worship at 10:00 a.m. in the Berkley Campus sanctuary and via livestream. Sunday School and nursery 

care are available.    

The Other Prayer: “Jesus Prays for Himself” (John 17:1-5) – Rev. Susie Hierholzer 

….that during this time of transition while Pastor Elbert is traveling and away from the office, 

Rev. Susie Hierholzer is acting on his behalf. You may reach her at 248-646-1200 ext. 3162 

or shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org. 

….that the Annual Unit Meeting of the Birmingham and Berkley First United Methodist 

Women is tonight, June 8, at 7:00 p.m. in the Thomas Parlor at the Birmingham Campus. The 

Budget for the 2022-2023 fiscal year will be presented for approval by the membership. The 

slate of officers for the 2022-2023 year will also be presented and voted on. All are invited and 

encouraged to come! 

….that June 12 is the second Sunday of the month, designated as Hunger Sunday which benefits local food providers 

feeding the hungry. All loose change in the offering will be credited to our Hunger Ministry. For checks and bills, use an 

offering envelope and mark the Hunger line. You can also donate online at fumcbirmingham.org/giving or by mailing a 

check to the church noted “Hunger.” 

….that most teas that are certified as fair trade come from large plantations where workers have no voice or power. 

The small farmers who grow Equal Exchange teas control their own land and livelihoods. Come and support these 

tea growers with a purchase of Equal Exchange tea as well as chocolate and coffee on Sunday, June 12 from 9:00-9:30 

and from 10:30-11:00.  

….that you can stop at the Church and Society table during the coffee hour on Sunday to review a non-partisan 

“Promote the Vote” petition.  

….that the Oakland Audubon Society will meet in Fellowship Hall on June 14 from 7:00-9:00 p.m. The meeting is 

open to all and is free to attend. It is a great opportunity to see owls, turkey vultures, and maybe even an eagle up 

close. Joe Rogers, the presenter, specializes in educating young people about birds. There will be 4-6 birds of prey and 

each will be in a covered cage or be uncaged as he talks about the bird.  

Did You Know... 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on 

Tuesday, June 7: Jerry Brouhard, Joan Duncan 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with John and Karen Carter and family on the death of his 

brother, Robert Calvin Carter, on May 31 in Texas.  

Our Church Family 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
mailto:shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
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Every two seconds, someone in the U.S. needs blood. It is essential for 

surgeries, cancer treatment, chronic illnesses, and traumatic injuries. Whether 

a patient receives whole blood, red cells, platelets or plasma, this lifesaving 

care starts with one person making a generous donation.  

Consider donating at the next Birmingham First Blood Drive on Monday, June 

27 from 12:30 to 7:00 p.m. Appointments are preferred; please visit our 

website at fumcbirmingham.org/blood-drive to schedule a time. Your single 

donation can impact up to three lives in our community! Donate and receive a portable Bluetooth speaker, while 

supplies last.  

Be the Pulse of Summer...Donate Blood! 

Jen Hatmaker Coming June 11 
Outspoken faith-shaker, New York Times bestselling author, For the 

Love podcast host, self-proclaimed “Queen” of the Jen Hatmaker Book Club, 

cofounder of Legacy Collect, and mom to 5 maniacs! Jen Hatmaker is, like the 

title of her most recent book, Fierce, Free, and Full of Fire! 

Schedule: VIP Event / 9:00-10:00 a.m.  SOLD OUT 

 Lunch Food Trucks / Noon-2:00 p.m. 

 Jen Hatmaker and Q&A / 10:30 a.m.-Noon   

 Book Sales/Book Signing / 12:30-2:00 p.m.  

Detroit’s own JoAnne Purtan is the emcee.  

There is no charge to attend the main event starting at 10:30, but registration 

is encouraged through the church website. All proceeds from this event (VIP 

and free-will offerings) will go to UMCOR in Ukraine and the local charity Kids 

Empowered: On the Move.  

Made possible by a Birmingham First Endowment Grant in celebration of our 200th year.  

Volunteers Needed for Jen Hatmaker Event 
We need many helpers to welcome members and community guests to the 

program with Jen Hatmaker on Saturday, June 11. Please contact Susan Ives at 

LSCIves@gmail.com to volunteer.  

Friday, June 10:  

 Help with signs and set up (time TBD) 

Saturday, June 11: 

 9:00-10:00 a.m. VIP Event—Greet guests, help with refreshments. 

Photographer needed to take pictures with guests’ phones. Host needed to keep things moving along.  

 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Keynote Presentation and Q&A—Greeters and ushers to guide guests and assist with 

microphones during Q&A 

 12:00-2:00 p.m. Lunch—Hosts and bussers for tables 

 12:30-2:00 p.m. Book Sales/Book Signing—Assist Jen Hatmaker at book table 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/blood-drive/
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=50941&profileId=4571
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=50941&profileId=4571
mailto:LSCIves@gmail.com


As of the first week of June, the Birmingham and Berkley First Afghan Refugee 

Resettlement Program has fully furnished 19 homes that house 72 Afghan 

refugees. To date we have furnished homes for refugees in Bloomfield Hills, 

Dearborn Heights, and multiple homes in Westland, Detroit and Hamtramck.   

The refugees our church has served have come in a variety of family situations 

including single men, couples, and families with as many as nine children, and 

occupy a variety of home settings including efficiency apartments, larger 

apartments, flats, and single-family homes. Fortunately, your generous donations have made it possible for our 

resettlement volunteers to provide each family with a set of furnishings that suits their family size and living space. 

There is more resettlement work to be done. You can sign up to volunteer by contacting Carol Driscoll at 

fcdriscoll@yahoo.com or 248-563-7278. We would love to add you to the team! You may also support this program 

by donating monetary funds for items. Click here to donate online and designate your giving in the “Other” box as 

“Afghan refugees.”  

“I was hungry and you fed me; thirsty and you gave me a drink; I was a stranger and you received me in your home; naked and 

you clothed me; I was sick and you took care of me.” (Matthew 25:35-36) 

Afghanistan Refugee Resettlement Update 
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Staff Updates 
We regret to announce that Susan Perry-Nolte has resigned her position as Communications Coordinator, effective 

June 9. After that date, communications requests may be sent to Janet Smylie at office@fumcbirmingham.org or 248-

646-1200 ext. 3121.  

Birmingham First seeks a full-time Executive Administrative Assistant, reporting to the Senior Pastor. Candidate 

should demonstrate excellent written, verbal, editing and proofreading skills, along with the ability to learn new 

software and online programs. Detail oriented self-starter with demonstrated ability to work with others and to multi-

task with interruptions. Experience in MS Office 365, Word, Excel and Publisher. Complete job description and 

application are available on our church website and at the Welcome Desk. Direct applications/resumes to Rev. Susie 

Hierholzer, Associate Pastor, at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Birmingham First seeks a part-time Welcome Desk Administrative Assistant, reporting to the Director of 

Administrative Services. Excellent hospitality skills are needed to interact with members, guests and staff. Candidate 

should demonstrate excellent written and verbal skills, along with the ability to learn new software and online 

programs. Experience in MS Office 365, Word and Excel, with knowledge of Publisher preferred. Hours are Monday 

and Tuesday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and one Sunday morning per month. Complete job description and application 

are available on our church website and at the Welcome Desk. Direct applications/resumes to Janet Smylie, Director 

of Administrative Services, at office@fumcbirmingham.org.  

Dig out the Santa hats, ugly Christmas sweaters, and fruitcake…we’re 

celebrating Christmas in July! Singers entering 4th through 12th grade are 

invited to join us July 24-30 in a Summer Wonderland at Camp Lael where 

we’ll sing, play, and learn all about the parts of the Christmas story that get left 

out of our December celebrations. Online registration is now open! Click here 

to sign up by July 1.  

Choir Camp 

mailto:fcdriscoll@yahoo.com
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving/
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3354&event=4573

