
This season of transition continues as we let go of the known and reach toward the 

unknown. It’s a hard thing to do. It can be scary. We grieve the comfort of the known 

while we fear the discomfort of what is unknown. And yet, my mind goes back, over and 

over again, to the idea that life is not really about what is happening. It’s about how we 

react to what is happening. Life is full of unknowns and if we spend out lives afraid of 

what’s next, we aren’t really living at all.  

This week I heard the phrase holy transitions, and it really grabbed my attention. Because 

transitions can be hard and painful, but they don’t have to be. We have the ability to make 

them a better, more holy experience. What if this was a time of holy transition for us as 

the church? 

This Sunday we will wrap up our sermon series, The Other Prayer, and take a look at how 

Jesus prays for all believers…those who believed then and those who had yet to hear the God’s story of salvation and 

grace and love so they could believe. Jesus prayed that we would be one, unified in heart and mind. Are we the church 

that Jesus prayed for? Can we make this a time of holy transition? 

Join me in the Sanctuary for worship at 9:30 a.m.! 

Rev. Susie Hierholzer 

Associate Pastor 

Season of Transition 
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Welcome Sunday is July 10 
The Rev. Dr. Charles Boayue’s first Sunday to join us as Senior Pastor of 

Birmingham and Berkley First is Sunday, July 10. That day he will be 

preaching in the Birmingham Sanctuary at the 9:30 a.m. service. After 

worship, there will be a welcome reception for him and his wife, Elizabeth, 

at Birmingham First in Fellowship Hall. Please join us to meet Charles, 

Elizabeth, and their family: son, Charles III, Charles’ mother-in-law, Cecelia 

Dunkin, and her grandson, Solomon Dunkin, and welcome them to our 

church family.  

As part of Charles’ plan to get to know the congregation, answer questions, and ask for input on the vision for 

Birmingham and Berkley First going forward, he would like to participate in as many small group gatherings as possible 

over the summer months. The Staff-Parish Relations Committee is looking for members willing to host a dinner, 

dessert, afternoon tea or other gathering of members, friends, or neighbors for him to get acquainted. If you are willing 

to host, please contact Carol Rillema at 248-851-6438 (home phone) or crillema@gmail.com with the type of event, 

the number of guests, and dates you are available to host after July 10. Thank you for considering this opportunity.  

mailto:crillema@gmail.com
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Sunday, June 19 
Worship with us at 9:30 a.m. (only) in the Sanctuary. This service is 

also livestreamed. Children begin in worship and are dismissed for Sunday 

School. Nursery care is available.  

The Other Prayer: “Jesus Prays for All Believers” (John 17:20-26) – Rev. 

Susie Hierholzer 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed in loving 

memory of Karl and Bill Klipfel by the Klipfel family. 

The Missions Candle is lit in loving memory of Kate Hameister by her children, grandchildren and great-

grandchildren.  

Berkley Worship at 10:00 a.m. in the Berkley Campus sanctuary and via livestream. Sunday School and nursery 

care are available.    

The Other Prayer: “Jesus Prays for All Believers” (John 17:20-26) – Rev. Zack Dunlap 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following persons, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

June 13: Jerry Brouhard, Debbie Friday 

“And he took the little children into his arms and blessed them…” We congratulate the family of Nathaniel 

Reinker, who was baptized on June 5 at Berkley First.  

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Mike and Page Gorman and family on the recent death of 

his nephew, Thomas Gorman, in California. 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Dawn Pfaff and family on the death of her husband, 

Thomas Martin Pfaff, on June 10. A memorial service will be held on Monday, June 27 at 1:00 p.m. at the Sylvan Lake 

Community Center. Click here to read his obituary. 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with the Steve and Jan Smith and family on the death of his 

mother, Violet Smith, on June 13. Her funeral will be held in our Sanctuary on Friday, June 17 at 11:00 a.m. with 

visitation beginning at 10:00. Click here to read her obituary.  

A Memorial Service for Lynne Kreitz will be held in our Sanctuary on Friday, July 22 at 4:00 p.m.  

Our Church Family 

Dear Birmingham and Berkley First family, 

Packing and unpacking boxes over the past few weeks, Dawn and I have continued to remember the celebration that 

we shared together with you in May. We are so deeply grateful for your kind words, many cards, expressions of 

appreciation, and your generous love gift. 

It has been a great joy and honor to serve together with you over the past five years. We continue to look forward to 

what God does through you in all the years to come. 

Blessings, 

Elbert and Dawn Dulworth  

Note of Thanks 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
https://www.lynchandsonsmilford.com/obituaries/Thomas-Martin-Pfaff?obId=25097745#/obituaryInfo
https://www.desmondfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Violet--Elizabeth-Smith-?obId=25114605#/obituaryInfo
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Follow us on Facebook (facebook.com/birminghamfirst)  

 

                                 Find us on Instagram (instagram.com/birminghamfirst) 

Let’s Get Social! 

Every two seconds, someone in the U.S. needs blood. It is essential for 

surgeries, cancer treatment, chronic illnesses, and traumatic injuries. Whether 

a patient receives whole blood, red cells, platelets or plasma, this lifesaving 

care starts with one person making a generous donation.  

Consider donating at the next Birmingham First Blood Drive on Monday, June 

27 from 12:30 to 7:00 p.m. Appointments are preferred; please visit our 

website at fumcbirmingham.org/blood-drive to schedule a time. Your single 

donation can impact up to three lives in our community! Donate and receive a portable Bluetooth speaker, while 

supplies last.  

Be the Pulse of Summer...Donate Blood! 

….that we will not publish Steeple Notes next week. Look for the next issue on Wednesday, 

June 29. 

….that we will move to email contributions statements beginning in July 2022. We will 

send your contribution statement to the email we have on file. However, if you would like to 

continue receiving a paper contribution statement, please contact Stephan Jones, Director of 

Finance, at sjones@fumcbirmingham.org or leave a message for her at 248-646-1200 ext. 3133.  

….that a recording of the Endowment Dinner Program, “Together Again: New Ways of 

Being Community” featuring Dr. Lallene Rector, is now available to view. Click here to view the video or follow the 

link available from our Planned Giving Webpage, firstlegacy.org.  

….that the Altar Flowers are available on July 31, August 28 and September 4. Cost: $60. Please contact Janet Smylie 

at 248-646-1200 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org for more information or to secure a date.  

Did You Know... 

Dig out the Santa hats, ugly Christmas sweaters, and fruitcake…we’re 

celebrating Christmas in July! Singers entering 4th through 12th grade are 

invited to join us July 24-30 in a Summer Wonderland at Camp Lael where 

we’ll sing, play, and learn all about the parts of the Christmas story that get left 

out of our December celebrations. Click here to sign up by July 1.  

Choir Camp 

http://www.facebook.com/birminghamfirst
https://www.instagram.com/birminghamfirst/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/blood-drive/
mailto:sjones@fumcbirmingham.org
https://boxcast.tv/view/endowment-dinner-2022-pxbbvlsf67uhpk25tfup
https://firstlegacy.org/
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3354&event=4573


Connect With Us 

Worship in the Birmingham Sanctuary: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Worship in the Berkley: Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 

Watch the livestreams at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership, Caring and Connecting: 

Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

For pastoral emergencies only, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org 
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Join Our Staff! 
Birmingham First seeks a full-time Executive Administrative Assistant, reporting to 

the Senior Pastor. Candidate should demonstrate excellent written, verbal, editing and 

proofreading skills, along with the ability to learn new software and online programs. 

Detail oriented self-starter with demonstrated ability to work with others and to multi-

task with interruptions. Experience in MS Office 365, Word, Excel and Publisher. 

Complete job description and application are available on our church website and at the 

Welcome Desk. Direct applications/resumes to Rev. Susie Hierholzer, Associate Pastor, 

at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Birmingham First seeks a part-time Welcome Desk Administrative Assistant, 

reporting to the Director of Administrative Services. Excellent hospitality skills are needed to interact with members, 

guests and staff. Candidate should demonstrate excellent written and verbal skills, along with the ability to learn new 

software and online programs. Experience in MS Office 365, Word and Excel, with knowledge of Publisher preferred. 

Hours are Monday and Tuesday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and one Sunday morning per month. Complete job 

description and application are available on our church website and at the Welcome Desk. Direct applications/resumes 

to Janet Smylie, Director of Administrative Services, at office@fumcbirmingham.org.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray
mailto:salexander@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org

