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Good morning, Church! It is so good to be with you here in this beautiful sanctuary at 

Birmingham First. I was blessed to worship with the folks at our Berkley Campus last Sunday 

just as Pastor Zack felt blessed to be here with you.  

 

Today, we are finishing up our sermon series, The Other Prayer, talking about the prayer that 

Jesus prayed just before he was arrested and put to death. Jesus spent the last days of his life and 

ministry on earth telling his followers what was going to happen to him and to them, and then he 

did one of the most highly effective things he could do. He prayed. He didn’t talk about the 

importance of praying. He didn’t tell his followers they ought to pray more and try to make them 

feel guilty. He prayed. He modeled what it looks like to face a difficult time head on, with 

courage and conviction and grace. Jesus prayed. If you remember nothing else from this sermon 

series, I want you to remember that when Jesus was about to face the most challenging battle of 

his life—betrayal, desertion, slander, crucifixion and death—Jesus prayed. 

 

I don’t know about you, but I forget that part sometimes when I’m facing things in my own life. I 

forget that Jesus prayed before life got really challenging. I used to be really good at praying in 

the midst of a challenging time. “God, if you help me pass this test, I swear I’ll be a better 

person.” “God, if you get me out of this situation, I will go to church more often.” “God, if you 

help me get through this difficult time, I promise I’ll join the choir.” I heard that’s how Casey got 

here.  

 

Jesus prayed before life got challenging, not in the middle of the chaos. Once I learned this truth 

for myself and began to put it into practice in my own life, it really changed my ability to walk 

through storms with courage and conviction and grace. 

 

In this prayer that Jesus prays, the other prayer, Jesus prays for himself first—a great thing to 

model for us because prayer is to our ability to live into our faith as oxygen is to keeping us 

alive. They are both absolutely vital. If you pray for yourself first, you are more likely to have a 

clearer vision of what is true and a heart that is full enough to pour grace and love onto others. 

The Other Prayer:  

“JESUS PRAYS FOR ALL BELIEVERS” 
John 17:20-26 
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Pray for yourself first. Ask God to adjust your heart, adjust your mind, over and over again until 

you think you might have mastered loving people the way that God loves them. 

 

Last week, Pastor Zack talked about how Jesus prayed for his disciples, including you and me. 

He prayed that we would be protected from the world but not be taken out of the world. He 

prayed that we would be made holy, consecrated—that means set apart specifically to continue 

the work of Christ: feeding the hungry, seeking the lost, healing the broken, and so on. That’s the 

mission that Jesus gave to us and he prayed that we would live into it.  

 

Today we are taking a look at the last part of Jesus’ prayer, when Jesus prayed for all believers. 

He said, “I’m praying not only for them (meaning his disciples), but also for those who will 

believe in me because of them and their witness about me.” He is praying for every person who 

will ever come to know salvation through his life and ministry. That’s a lot of people. He goes on 

to pray, “The goal is for all of them to become one heart and mind—just as you, Father, are in 

me and I in you, so they might be one heart and mind with us. Then the world might believe that 

you, in fact, sent me.” 

 

Wow, that’s a challenging goal: becoming one in heart and mind and having the same heart and 

mind of Jesus. That’s…a lot. But wait, there’s more! Jesus goes on to pray, “Then they’ll be 

mature in this oneness, and give the godless world evidence that you’ve sent me and loved them 

in the same way you’ve loved me.” 

 

They’ll be mature in oneness. One heart, one mind. Mature in our oneness. Does that sound like 

us? I don’t know. I think we would like to be. I think it’s a great idea. But are we mature in 

oneness with God and Jesus? I’m not even sure we are mature in oneness with each other. Are 

you? What does that even look like? 

 

I think it looks like a church that understands its mission and works together to live into it. In 

spite of our differences, in spite of our disagreements, in spite of anything else that might get in 

our way, we understand the mission, we believe deeply in the mission, over and above our 

personal preferences, and we work together to live into the mission.  

 

Alright, Rev. Susie, I hear you. United in our mission, I get that part. What is the mission, 

though? Because I’ve been around here for a while and every two to three years you guys come 

up with some new slogan to help us live into the mission of the church. So, what is it, really? 

 

The mission of the Church is to create disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world. That means that we help people know that God loves them, and we live the way that Jesus 

lived so that others will want to do the same.  

 

We have a long history here of living into the mission of the church. We raise funds for disaster 

relief and to help the people of Ukraine. We help make gardens at Micah 6 that feed hungry 

people. We help build tiny homes at Cass that give people dignity and a home to call their own. 

Our children gather school supplies so other children will have the necessary tools for learning. 

Hundreds of volunteers come together to decorate and create and prepare for VBS so it will be a 

super fun experience for the children of our community. We make phone calls to check on one 
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another and send cards for birthdays. We live into the mission when we baptize people and 

confirm their faith, and we ask for God’s blessing on them as they launch out on their own. We 

live into the mission when the choir sings beloved, sacred pieces of music in worship.  

 

We are living into the mission, and it is amazing to be a part of a church that does, but…are we 

united in our mission? Does it matter more to us that people know the love and grace and 

forgiveness of God than it does which hymns we sing, or what time our worship is, or what kind 

of messes our kids are making? Are we mature in oneness? And do we give the world evidence 

that God loves them in the same way God loves Jesus? Will people come to believe in Jesus 

because of our witness? 

 

Listen, I’m not into guilt preaching. You did not come here today so that you could leave feeling 

bad about your Christian walk. I do want to challenge you, though. I think you should always 

leave church feeling inspired to grow in your faith in some way. So, here’s the challenge. It’s a 

two-part challenge, so get ready. The challenge is to be united in oneness as we live into our 

mission.  

 

That means that first you have to examine your own motives for participating in the body of 

Christ. Are you here to grow in your faith and become more like Jesus? Do you participate 

because your heart and mind move you to action? Do you give to the food pantry because it 

breaks your heart that people are hungry? Do you serve in children’s ministry because you want 

children to know God? You’re the only one who can answer that, but I challenge you, this week, 

ask yourself why church is important to your life. 

 

Here’s the second part of the challenge: I want you to think about every interaction you have in 

the church. Are we united in oneness to live into the mission? There’s a time and place for holy 

conversation and I hope we know how to listen and consider each other’s point of view. But 

when the conversation is done and the decisions are made, are we united in oneness by our love 

for God’s people? Do our words and our actions give the world evidence that we love God and 

each other?  

 

I’m going to work on that. I’m going to start by praying, because this challenge is tough and we 

know that Jesus faced tough challenges by praying first. Then I’m going to examine my thoughts 

and my words and my actions and work toward maturing in oneness within the body of Christ. I 

hope you will join me, because if there’s one thing that I’ve learned in my life, it’s that God does 

incredible things in the world through the church when that church is united in oneness and 

living into the mission. God is inviting us to know the heart and mind of Jesus. Let’s do more 

amazing work together and watch how God transforms the world!  

 


