
It does not feel like I have already been here with you all for a whole month. So far, 

my summer has been packed full of new experiences, new people, and even new 

food! Right now, I am with the youth on a mission trip in Traverse City. What an 

excellent reason to see the northern part of the state! We will be spending the week 

in mission with the homeless in partnership with Northport United Methodist 

Church. I am blown away by our youths’ capacities to think ethically about the 

Church’s missional efforts, serve their neighbors, and most importantly, have fun!  

Along with experiencing new things and meeting new people, I feel like I have already 

learned more about myself and the Church this summer. I was somewhat randomly 

selected to serve at Birmingham First by Duke Divinity School’s Field Education 

department. There is a long application process that includes interviews and ultimately 

results in the student being matched with a church or non-profit where they will 

grow as a leader. Equally important, they send you to a place where you might have a positive impact on the people 

you serve. I hope that is happening for all of you.   

So, the questions I ask myself each day are: “Why was I sent to Birmingham, Michigan?” and “Why was I placed at 

Birmingham First?” Each day is a quest to try an discern what it is that God is calling me to say, do, hear, or see at this 

very moment. The same should be true for each of us. I like to think that maybe God sent this 23-year-old seminary 

student to Birmingham First to stir this congregation to faith and love through this season of transition.  

I’m delighted to preach in the sanctuary of the Birmingham campus this Sunday. I will be preaching on the parable Jesus 

shares about a lost child, a child at home, and the father who loves them both. The message is "A Both/And Kind of 

Love" and the scripture comes from Luke 15:11-32. Join me at 9:30 a.m. to hear about the nearly offensive grace of our 

loving God.  

Lucy Burch 

Ministerial Intern  

A Both/And Kind of Love 

Volume 81, Issue 25 June 29, 2022 

Families are encouraged to worship together in the Sanctuary on July 3. 

Sharing the worship experience with our children is important to their faith 

development. Children learn by seeing their caregivers, other congregants, and 

worship leaders model what it means to worship and praise God. It is also 

important that children know they are welcome in all areas of the church. 

Worshiping together as a family will help them feel welcome in our worship 

spaces. The nursery is open for the youngest children.  

Worship Together 



Page 2 June 29, 2022 

Sunday, July 3 
Worship with us at 9:30 a.m. (only) in the Sanctuary. This service is 

also livestreamed. Children worship with their families. Nursery care is 

available.  

Communion will be served during worship this Sunday. If you worship 

online, pre-packaged communion elements are always available to pick up at 

the Welcome Desk. 

“A Both/And Kind of Love” (Luke 15:11-32) – Lucy Burch preaching 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed by Lon 

Bone in loving memory of his mother, Marjorie L. Bone. 

The Missions Candle is lit by Mary Pickett in loving memory of her father, Bruce Pickett. 

Berkley Worship at 10:00 a.m. in the Berkley Campus sanctuary and via livestream. Sunday School and nursery 

care are available.    

“Citizen’s Rights” (Acts 22:23-29) – Rev. Zack Dunlap 

Thank you for all the sympathy wishes we received following the death of 

Mike’s father, Burnell. It has been a great comfort to our family, and we are 

truly blessed to be part of this church family. —Mike and Deb Roy 

Jerry Brouhard is home from the hospital after almost 5 weeks! We would like 

to express our gratitude for all the love, prayers, calls and concern from our 

Birmingham and Berkley First church family. You were truly the hands and feet 

of Jesus and we felt the love of God made real during this trying time. The 

journey to full recovery will continue and we know that God has provided the way forward. —Jill and Jerry Brouhard 

Intercepted Notes of Thanks 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with the family and 

friends of Jack Leonard, who died on June 18.  

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Sharon Bonsall 

and family on the death of her brother, Mark Aulie, on June 19. Mark was also 

the son of Johanna Aulie. His funeral was held on June 24. 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Barbara Semczak 

and family on the death of her husband, Henry, on June 24. A private family 

memorial service will be held in July.  

“And he took the little children into his arms and blessed them…” Congratulations are shared with the 

families of Amelia Louise Bork and Luke Abbott Vlasic, who were baptized on June 19.  

Our Blessings are shared with Julia Massaro and Nick Kyriakopoulos, who were married on June 18.  

Our Church Family 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
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Welcome Sunday is July 10 
The Rev. Dr. Charles Boayue’s first Sunday to join us as Senior Pastor of 

Birmingham and Berkley First is July 10. That day he will be preaching in 

the Birmingham Sanctuary at the 9:30 a.m. service. After worship, there 

will be a welcome reception for him and his wife, Elizabeth, at Birmingham 

First in Fellowship Hall. Please join us to meet Charles, Elizabeth, and their 

family: son, Charles III, Charles’ mother-in-law, Cecelia Dunkin, and her 

grandson, Solomon Dunkin, and welcome them to our church family.  

As part of Charles’ plan to get to know the congregation, answer 

questions, and ask for input on the vision for Birmingham and Berkley First going forward, he would like to participate 

in as many small group gatherings as possible over the summer months. The Staff-Parish Relations Committee is 

looking for members willing to host a dinner, dessert, afternoon tea or other gathering of members, friends, or 

neighbors for him to get acquainted. If you are willing to host, please contact Carol Rillema at 248-851-6438 (home 

phone) or crillema@gmail.com with the type of event, the number of guests, and dates you are available to host after 

July 10. Thank you for considering this opportunity.  

….that the church is closed on Friday, Saturday and Monday for the July 4th holiday. As 

always, if we are closed and you have an emergency that requires a pastor, you can call the 

church office to get the pastor-on-call phone number (248-408-0038) from our automated 

recording. We encourage you to use this number when there is a hospitalization, a death in the 

family, or other times when you need urgent pastoral care. 

….that it’s not too late to register for Choir Camp! Singers entering 4th through 12th grade 

are invited to join us July 24-30 in a Summer Wonderland at Camp Lael where we’ll sing, play, 

and learn all about the parts of the Christmas story that get left out of our December celebrations. Click here to sign 

up by July 1.  

….that First Nurses will provide blood pressure screenings during the coffee hour on July 3. 

….that we will move to email contributions statements beginning in July 2022. We will send your contribution 

statement to the email we have on file. However, if you would like to continue receiving a paper contribution 

statement, please email Stephan Jones, Director of Finance, at sjones@fumcbirmingham.org or leave a message for her 

at 248-646-1200 ext. 3133.  

….that we are now scheduling baptisms for August 21 and September 18. Baptisms can take place during 9:30 

worship or privately in the Sanctuary following worship. We ask parents to attend a baptism classes if you have not 

taken one with us previously. For more information or to schedule a baptism, please contact Janet Smylie at 

office@fumcbirmingahm.org or 248-646-1200 ext. 3121. 

….that the Voice of Hope is a weekly devotional message available to you by phone 24 hours a day. For the week of 

June 26, the Voice of Hope message is recorded by Greg LaBrake with the title “Thoughts of Dad.” To listen, call 248-

646-6407 and press 2 when your call is answered by our automated system.  

….that free copies of the July/August issue of Upper Room devotionals are now available at the Welcome Desk.  

….that the Altar Flowers are available on July 31, August 28 and September 4. Cost: $60. Please contact Janet Smylie 

at 248-646-1200 ext. 3121 or office@fumcbirmingham.org for more information or to secure a date.  

Did You Know... 

mailto:crillema@gmail.com
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3354&event=4573
mailto:sjones@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
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Join Our Staff! 
Birmingham First seeks a full-time Executive Administrative Assistant, reporting to 

the Senior Pastor. Candidate should demonstrate excellent written, verbal, editing and 

proofreading skills, along with the ability to learn new software and online programs. 

Detail oriented self-starter with demonstrated ability to work with others and to multi-

task with interruptions. Experience in MS Office 365, Word, Excel and Publisher. 

Complete job description and application are available on our church website and at the 

Welcome Desk. Direct applications/resumes to Rev. Susie Hierholzer, Associate Pastor, 

at shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org. 

Desert Sisters Retreat 

You can still join us for the 2022 Desert Sisters Retreat, “Charting Your 

Course: Time Out to Find Your Way In.” The retreat will take place 

September 20-23 at the Homestead and Glen Arbor B&B and be led by Sarah 

Hescheles. Cost is $400, including a $100 non-refundable deposit to confirm 

your registration. Please do not let finances keep you away; limited 

scholarships are available. Registration forms can be found at both campuses 

or online. Participation is limited to 25 women. With questions or to request a 

scholarship, please reach out to Sarah Hescheles at 231-675-9940 

or sarah@restoringwatersconsulting.com. We hope you will join the 2022 Desert Sisters journey!  

Join Duke intern Lucy Burch for “Revitalizing the Psalter” as she explores using 

scripture’s best kept secret to get to know God and ourselves.  

 Mondays, July 11, 18, and 25 from 7:00-8:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome in 

person at the Birmingham campus. 

 Wednesdays, July 7, 13 and 20 from 7:30-8:45 p.m. Young adult women on 

Zoom. Contact Lucy at lburch@fumcbirmingham.org for the Zoom link.  

Duke Intern Bible Study 

Birmingham First is pleased to announce that the new director for First Kids 

Preschool is Megan Korzeniewski. Megan has been a teacher with our Preschool since 

2015. She holds a bachelor’s degree in Family Studies from Western Michigan 

University. Megan is looking forward to helping our children have a great preschool 

experience while actively moving them toward school readiness. She will also be 

focusing on helping our families create community and engage with the church in a 

variety of ways. Please join us in congratulating Megan on her new role!  

Introducing Our New Preschool Director  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://s3.amazonaws.com/fumcbirmingham/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/15104843/22-Desert-Sisters-Registration-Form.pdf
mailto:sarah@restoringwatersconsulting.com
mailto:lburch@fumcbirmingham.org

