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Why Bother? 
I greet you in the grace and peace of our Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ. If you 

are reading these notes for the first time, you may not know that this is my first 

time posting here. I am the new senior pastor of Birmingham: First UMC with 

two campuses (at Birmingham and at Berkley) and a new online campus which 

will soon be unveiled.  

Here at Birmingham and Berkley First, we are committed to making God’s love 

real. We know people hunger and thirst for something better than their usual 

routines of mundane existence. And we understand that God has called us to 

make disciples of all nations. Hence, I invite you to come and join with us in 

boldly proclaiming, by thought, word, and deed, the saving grace of God 

through Jesus Christ. 

This Sunday, I will preach from the Gospel according to John, chapter 11, verses 

1 through 16 on the theme “Why Bother?” This is the story of the death of 

Lazarus, a close friend of Jesus Christ. We will examine at least one aspect of this story that bears a message for our 

living today. This story is rich with deep lessons for human existence and for our relationship to God and to each 

other. When death comes, or when tragedy comes, how do we respond? How are we to understand the mighty works 

of God amid our emergencies? Why did Jesus come so “late” to help Lazarus? What lessons can we learn from Jesus 

when it is our time of emergency?  

This Sunday, I invite you to come delve a little deeper into this story and learn a few lessons for application to our own 

stories as we live in times of many emergencies. Come prepared to worship the Living God and to feast upon God’s 

Word. There will be singing and testimonies, as well as preaching and fellowship. If you are facing challenges, concerns, 

issues, and circumstances that make you want to “throw in the towel” and not bother anymore, come to worship and 

let us ponder together what God may want us to do in times like these. At Birmingham First, worship begins this 

summer at 9:30 a.m. I look forward to meeting you. 

May God bless you and keep you safe from falling. May God answer your prayers. May God be with you always. And 

may you find ways to stay in touch with God for the rest of your life’s journey. Amen! 

Rev. Dr. Charles S. G. Boayue, Jr.  
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Sunday, July 17 
Worship with us at 9:30 a.m. (only) in the Sanctuary. This service is 

also livestreamed. Children begin in worship and are dismissed for Sunday 

School. Nursery care is available.  

“Why Bother?” (John 11:1-16) – Dr. Charles Boayue, Jr. 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed by Sjoerd 

Dijkstra and Lon Bone in honor of their 7th wedding anniversary. 

To help welcome Dr. Boayue, please wear a nametag that you have at 

home that will identify you by name and give a piece of information about you. 

Nametags from work, organizations, schools, etc. would be appropriate and helpful. Not only will this help Dr. Boayue 

and his family, but personal nametags may also reveal something we don’t know about each other. Please wear 

nametags at Sunday services through September. If you don’t have your own or forget your nametag, they will be 

available before entering the service.  

Berkley Worship at 10:00 a.m. in the Berkley Campus sanctuary and via livestream. Sunday School and nursery 

care are available.    

“From Jimmy, With Love: Chapter 2” (James 2:14-18) – Rev. Zack Dunlap 

….that thanks and appreciation are shared with Susan Ives, who chaired our 200th 

Anniversary Committee and was instrumental in bringing Jen Hatmaker to speak on June 11. 

Along with her husband, Russ, Sue began her 200th Anniversary celebration leadership back in 

2018 and kept her commitment throughout the pandemic. That included coordinating every 

detail of the Jen Hatmaker event. Thank you, Sue! 

….that the Home Produce Table runs on Sunday mornings through late August. Please bring 

items from your garden that can be sold or purchase the items that are brought. All proceeds 

go to support Hunger Ministry. Volunteers are needed to help at the table on Sunday mornings. 

Please use the SignUp Genius link at www.signupgenius.com/go/5080f4ea9a92dabff2-home. 

Did You Know... 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, 

known to be in the hospital on Monday, July 11: Bev Cooper 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Susan and Bryan 

Ludwig and family on the death of her father, John Ellis, on June 19. Click here 

to read his obituary. 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with David and Megan 

Kubicz and family on the death of his mother, Carol Kubicz, on July 3. Click here to read her obituary.  

A Celebration of Life for Frankie “Lynne” Kreitz will be held in our Sanctuary on Friday, July 22 at 4:00 p.m. 

A Celebration of Life for Pauline Porter will be held in our Sanctuary on Saturday, July 23 at 10:30 a.m. 

Our Church Family 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080f4ea9a92dabff2-home
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/john-ellis-obituary?id=35345355
https://www.desmondfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Carol-L-Kubicz?obId=25291727#/obituaryInfo
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Join Our Staff! 
First Kids Preschool has job openings for a Lead Toddler Teacher for four mornings 

per week and an Assistant Teacher for three mornings per week. A full job description 

and application are available at the Welcome Desk and on the church website. Please 

respond to Megan Korzeniewski, Preschool Director, at 

mkorzeniewski@fumcbirmingham.org.    

Birmingham First seeks a part-time Welcome Desk Administrative Assistant, 

reporting to the Director of Administrative Services. Excellent hospitality skills are 

needed to interact with members, guests and staff. Candidate should demonstrate 

excellent written and verbal skills, along with the ability to learn new software and online 

programs. Experience in MS Office 365, Word and Excel, with knowledge of Publisher preferred. Hours are Monday 

and Tuesday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and one Sunday morning per month. Complete job description and application 

are available on our church website and at the Welcome Desk. Direct applications/resumes to Janet Smylie, Director 

of Administrative Services, at office@fumcbirmingham.org.  

Ministry is changing; ministry has changed. Birmingham and Berkley First is 

gearing up to launch a new online church campus. A Launch Team is forming 

with people just like you who will be trained and equipped to participate in 

various aspects of the online campus: discussion facilitation, prayer, 

technology, follow-up, and more. Interested in being a part of it? 

NEW Online Church Informational Meeting 

Sunday, July 17 

After worship at Berkley First or 5:00 p.m. via Zoom  

Email Pastor Zack at zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org for a Zoom link or more information.  

NEW Online Church Info Meeting 

Discover First 
Join clergy and staff for Discover First, a one session class that will provide you 

with the knowledge, resources and relationships needed to take your next 

steps at Birmingham First and Berkley First. The session will be relaxed and 

informative as you learn more about The United Methodist Church and 

Birmingham and Berkley First. The session ends with an opportunity to 

officially become a member of Birmingham and Berkley First. We will meet at 

the Birmingham Campus on Sunday, July 24 beginning at 2:00 p.m. and at the 

Berkley Campus on Wednesday, August 24 at 7:00 p.m. You may attend either 

location. We would love to be your church family! There is a place for you at Birmingham First and Berkley First! 

Contact Mary Feldmaier, Director of Membership and Connecting Ministries, mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:mkorzeniewski@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:zdunlap@berkleyfirst.org
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org


As of the middle of July, the Cass/Birmingham First Refugee Resettlement 

Team has provided donated furnishings for 26 homes that house 102 

Afghan refugees, and there is more help to be given!   

Over the past seven months, Cass Community Social Services and Birmingham 

First United Methodist Church have teamed up on a program to furnish the 

homes of newly-arrived Afghan refugees as they resettle in the Detroit area. 

The Cass/Birmingham First Refugee Resettlement Team combines all the 

necessary resources to support a home furnishing program: a truck, drivers, warehouse space, volunteers, access to 

donors, a very supportive congregation, and the will to serve our new neighbors.  

Afghan Refugee Resettlement Program Passes the Century Mark! 

Desert Sisters Retreat 

You can still join us for the 2022 Desert Sisters Retreat, “Charting Your 

Course: Time Out to Find Your Way In.” The retreat will take place 

September 20-23 at the Homestead and Glen Arbor B&B and be led by Sarah 

Hescheles. Cost is $400, including a $100 non-refundable deposit to confirm 

your registration. Please do not let finances keep you away; limited 

scholarships are available. Registration forms can be found at both campuses 

or online. Participation is limited to 25 women. With questions or to request a 

scholarship, please reach out to Sarah Hescheles at 231-675-9940 

or sarah@restoringwatersconsulting.com. We hope you will join the 2022 Desert Sisters journey!  

Be an example of Jesus’ light to our preschool through 5th grade children on a 

Sunday from 9:15-10:45 a.m. One leader and two helpers are needed for each 

Sunday. We begin worship together and then offer a simple lesson with activity 

following a children’s moment. Sign up at https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/20F054AAFA92BA7F49-adult. Questions? Contact Kim Bowyer, Director 

of Children and Family Ministries, at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org.  

Sunday School Volunteers Needed! 
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Greeters Needed for Worship Services 
You can help make worship a powerful, welcoming experience for others! We 

have many opportunities for people to serve as greeters. Pick some days to 

create a regular schedule greeting on the first Sunday of every month or on 

the weeks that you are available. And if you know someone who might like to 

share some time volunteering with you, send them this information and invite 

them! Volunteering is a great way to get to know people in your church family! 

Sign up at signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4da5a829abfa7-weekly or contact Mary Feldmaier, Director of Membership and 

Connecting Ministries, at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/fumcbirmingham/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/15104843/22-Desert-Sisters-Registration-Form.pdf
mailto:sarah@restoringwatersconsulting.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054AAFA92BA7F49-adult
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054AAFA92BA7F49-adult
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4da5a829abfa7-weekly
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org


Missions Updates 
Six adult volunteers are at Henderson Settlement, a United Methodist mission in Frakes, KY, from July 10-16, 

teaching and sharing the love of Jesus with approximately 65 area children and youth who attend their summer day 

camp program. We are deeply grateful to be driving the brand new church van and for the generous support from our 

Partners in Mission and United Women in Faith. This is our 12th trip to Henderson Settlement. God is good! —Sue 

Walters and Deb Roy 

Methodists in Michigan provide a wonderful experience at Camp New Day for children who have a parent in 

prison. Our church provides transportation to and from the camp for kids in the Detroit area. We need volunteers to 

drive the church van or act as chaperones on Sunday, August 7 from 12:30-5:30 p.m. and on Friday, August 12 from 

8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. We may also need someone to drive their own SUV with the children’s luggage. The camp is at 

Wesley Woods near Battle Creek. If you can help on either of these days, please contact Rich Teets at 248-882-4696 

or richard.teets@gmail.com.  
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Food 

tuna fish and chicken (canned) 

rice / noodle side dishes (i.e. Rice-a-Roni) 

canned pastas (i.e. Chef Boyardee) 

pasta and pasta sauce 

mac n' cheese 

ramen noodles 

cereal 

seasonings 

condiments 

canned fruit  

canned veggies 

pudding 

crackers 

granola bars 

snacks (i.e. peanuts, trail mix) 

Lunch snacks, chips, pretzels etc. and cookies - individually 

wrapped, especially Cheez-its, Nutrigrain bars, granola 

bars, juice boxes, etc.  

Any sort of fresh fruits / fruit snacks 

Zip lock bags, sandwich size 

Personal Care / Household 

shampoo and conditioner (adults and kids) 

body wash 

combs and brushes 

ponytail holders 

sunscreen 

diaper rash cream 

first aid items 

Pull-Ups (3T-4T, 4T-5T) 

cologne / perfume / body spray 

shaving cream (men and women) 

trash bags (all sizes) 

household cleaners (Ajax, surface sprays, SOS pads) 

bug spray 

dish soap 

toilet paper 

soap 

paper towels 

*laundry pods and dryer sheets - big need! 

Our Summer Food/Supply Drive, sponsored jointly by Hunger and 

Missions, runs through Sunday, July 17. The following items may be dropped 

off at the CLC entrance. 

Volunteers are also needed to help sort and deliver donations. Please use the 

SignUp Genius link at www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d44a5aa2da46-food3. 

Help Us Fight Hunger 

mailto:richard.teets@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d44a5aa2da46-food3


Connect With Us 

Worship in the Birmingham Sanctuary: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Worship in the Berkley: Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 

Watch the livestreams at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership, Caring and Connecting: 

Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

For pastoral emergencies only, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org 

 

 

 

 
1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Charles Boayue, Jr., Senior Pastor 
Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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