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Following Jesus 
This Sunday, our sermon, “Casting Nets,” taken from the Gospel according to 

Luke, chapter 5, verses 1 through 11, will address what Christians often refer to 

as “Call.” In this text, Jesus meets Peter, James, and John—three fishermen—

and this encounter leads them to abandon their secular careers and follow 

Jesus. Quite an interesting story!  

Come, let us examine how these men became Jesus’ first official disciples and 

what that means for the rest of us who seek to follow Jesus. The story is set 

within the context of a crowd gathered to hear Jesus teach and a small group of 

fishermen who just had a bad fishing day.  

If you have issues and still seek to follow Jesus, this Sunday may be especially for 

you. If you are faced with important career choices, or perhaps you think that 

God is trying to say something to you, come let us worship together as we 

explore some of the implications of call in our lives. See you Sunday morning at 9:30! 

Rev. Dr. Charles S. G. Boayue, Jr.  

Sunday, July 24 
Worship with us at 9:30 a.m. (only) in the Sanctuary. This service is 

also livestreamed. Children begin in worship and are dismissed for Sunday 

School. Nursery care is available.  

“Casting Nets” (Luke 5:1-11) – Dr. Charles Boayue, Jr. 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed in loving 

memory of Pauline Porter by her children.  

To help welcome Dr. Boayue, please wear a nametag that you have at 

home that will identify you by name and give a piece of information about you. 

Nametags from work, organizations, schools, etc. would be appropriate and helpful. Not only will this help Dr. Boayue 

and his family, but personal nametags may also reveal something we don’t know about each other. Please wear 

nametags at Sunday services through September. If you don’t have your own or forget your nametag, they will be 

available before entering the service.  

Berkley Worship at 10:00 a.m. in the Berkley Campus sanctuary and via livestream. Sunday School and nursery 

care are available.    

“From Jimmy, With Love: Chapter 3” (James 3:7-18) – Rev. Zack Dunlap 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.berkleyfirst.org/
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….that rising 6th-12th grade students are invited to join the student ministry team on 

Thursday, August 25 from 7:00-9:00 p.m. on the front lawn for bounce houses, games, and 

sundaes. We’ll be celebrating our rising seniors along with all the awesome things you did this 

summer, like going to England, the Traverse City mission trip, Choir Camp, and VBS. We look 

forward to bouncing back into the school year with you! 

….that the Home Produce Table runs on Sunday mornings through late August. Please bring 

items from your garden that can be sold or purchase the items that are brought. All proceeds 

go to support Hunger Ministry. Volunteers are needed to help at the table on Sunday mornings. 

Please use the SignUp Genius link at www.signupgenius.com/go/5080f4ea9a92dabff2-home. 

Did You Know... 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, 

known to be in the hospital on Tuesday, July 19: Bev Cooper 

“And he took the little children into his arms and blessed them…” 

Congratulations are shared with the families of these children who were 

baptized on July 17: Maxwell David Merrifield, Jack Joseph Nuechterlein, 

Harrison David Urban 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with the family and friends of Mary Lynn Harris, who died on 

May 9. Click here to read her obituary.  

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with the family and friends of Lois Pippin, who died on July 18.  

A Celebration of Life for Frankie “Lynne” Kreitz will be held in our Sanctuary on Friday, July 22 at 4:00 p.m. Click 

here to view the livestream.  

A Celebration of Life for Pauline Porter will be held in our Sanctuary on Saturday, July 23 at 10:30 a.m. Click here 

to view the livestream.  

Our Church Family 

After more than 25 years of excellence and faithful service to our congregation, Janet Smylie 

is retiring at the end of July. She and her husband, Jack, will be moving to the Bay City area to 

enjoy spending more time with their daughter and grandchildren. In her tenure with 

Birmingham First, Janet has provided support for five senior pastors, worked with numerous 

staff persons to make ministry and mission happen, and provided care and information for a 

multitude of congregants and guests. It is always challenging to say farewell to someone who 

has had such an impact on the life of our organization; however, we would like to send Janet 

into retirement with our gratitude and blessing. Please join us in Fellowship Hall following 

worship on Sunday, July 31 for a celebration and an opportunity to express your appreciation 

for Janet's service.  

Retirement Celebration 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080f4ea9a92dabff2-home
https://www.journalreview.com/stories/mary-lynn-harris,192301
https://vimeo.com/730731054/a1fba3ea4d
https://vimeo.com/730731054/a1fba3ea4d
https://vimeo.com/689018587/3202abb238
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Discover First 
Join clergy and staff for Discover First, a one session class that will provide you 

with the knowledge, resources and relationships needed to take your next 

steps at Birmingham First and Berkley First. The session will be relaxed and 

informative as you learn more about The United Methodist Church and 

Birmingham and Berkley First. The session ends with an opportunity to 

officially become a member of Birmingham and Berkley First. We will meet at 

the Birmingham Campus on Sunday, July 24 beginning at 2:00 p.m. and at the 

Berkley Campus on Wednesday, August 24 at 7:00 p.m. You may attend either 

location. We would love to be your church family! There is a place for you at Birmingham First and Berkley First! 

Contact Mary Feldmaier, Director of Membership and Connecting Ministries, mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org.  

Greeters Needed for Worship Services 
You can help make worship a powerful, welcoming experience for others! We 

have many opportunities for people to serve as greeters. Pick some days to 

create a regular schedule greeting on the first Sunday of every month or on 

the weeks that you are available. And if you know someone who might like to 

share some time volunteering with you, send them this information and invite 

them! Volunteering is a great way to get to know people in your church family! 

Sign up at signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4da5a829abfa7-weekly or contact Mary Feldmaier, Director of Membership and 

Connecting Ministries, at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org. 

A Brief Message from Trustees 
Perhaps you already heard of the plan to renovate the Wright Parlor. Yes, it’s true. Birmingham’s grand waiting room, 

the site of many personal moments of note, is getting a much-needed, well-deserved facelift. Furthermore, a member 

has pledged to match the first $5,000 raised for this effort. Trustees would like your help in realizing this generous 

offer. If you are a regular contributor to the Home Fires Fund, will you “bump-up” your contribution in the next few 

weeks? Or can this be the special giving opportunity you need to make a Home Fires donation? In the next few weeks, 

the funds over the prevailing Home Fires baseline will be applied toward the pledged funds. Let’s take full advantage of 

this opportunity to return our parlor to showcase status. 

Baptisms 
We are now scheduling baptisms for August 21 and September 18. Baptisms 

may take place during 9:30 worship or privately in the Sanctuary following 

worship. We ask parents to attend a baptism classes if you have not taken one 

with us previously. For more information or to schedule a baptism, please 

contact Janet Smylie at office@fumcbirmingahm.org or 248-646-1200 ext. 

3121. 

mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4da5a829abfa7-weekly
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org


Coming this fall, Cub Scout Pack 1032 will be welcoming girls and boys in 

grades Kindergarten through 5th grade. Activities throughout the year will 

include camping, rocket launching, and STEM activities. Pack meetings will be 

Wednesdays from 6:00-7:00 p.m. 

More information will be shared soon, or contact Jeff Smith at 

js327@ymail.com. 

Cub Scout Pack 1032 
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Explorer’s Bible Study: Authentic, Approved, and Not Ashamed 
Spread the word and invite a friend to join you at Women of the Word EBS this fall! This 

study of 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus explores three personal letters the apostle Paul wrote to 

mentor younger pastors as they taught and led churches in Ephesus and Crete. Paul provides 

guidance to establish thriving, healthy churches where every member contributes to spreading 

the gospel. Paul gives followers of Christ personal direction for life. And Paul encourages us 

to stay the course and be faithful. 

Please register for Women of the Word EBS directly at the EBS HQ Class registration links 

provided below: 

Morning Class: in person and via Zoom (hybrid) at the Birmingham First Campus 

https://ebshome.org/location/1131-birmingham-mi/ 

Evening Class: via Zoom only 

https://ebshome.org/location/2035-birmingham-mi-pm/ 

Nursery and C.O.W. (Children of the Word) for ages 3-5 years are available on Tuesday mornings at Birmingham 

First. Please email Jenny Williams at jennygriff@comcast.net if you are in need of childcare. Also contact Jenny with any 

questions you may have about the study.  

Curbside distribution of Workbook 1 will take place in the Birmingham First parking lot on Tuesday, August 9 from 

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Missions Updates 
Methodists in Michigan provide a wonderful experience at Camp New Day for children who have a parent in 

prison. Our church provides transportation to and from the camp for kids in the Detroit area. We need volunteers to 

drive the church van or act as chaperones on Sunday, August 7 from 12:30-5:30 p.m. and/or on Friday, August 12 from 

8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. We may also need someone to drive their own SUV with the children’s luggage. The camp is at 

Wesley Woods near Battle Creek. If you can help on either of these days, please contact Rich Teets at 248-882-4696 

or richard.teets@gmail.com.  

Henderson Settlement VIM Trip….This 12th trip may have been the best! Our hearts are joy-filled and warmed 

by witnessing how the lives of children, youth, and adults continue to be positively impacted by new leadership at the 

settlement, utilizing grants and a government program Prosper Appalachia, and emphasizing giving a hand-up rather 

than a hand-out. We’re deeply grateful for the financial support of our Partners In Mission fund and Women United in 

Faith. The splash pad hopefully be up and running by next June. Please keep this mission in your prayers and consider 

joining us next summer. —Sue Walters, Chelsea Rose Jaboori, Merilee Rowan, Deb Roy, Laura Sanders, Judy Turner  

mailto:js327@ymail.com
https://ebshome.org/location/1131-birmingham-mi/
https://ebshome.org/location/2035-birmingham-mi-pm/
mailto:jennygriff@comcast.net
mailto:richard.teets@gmail.com


Desert Sisters Retreat 

You can still join us for the 2022 Desert Sisters Retreat, “Charting Your 

Course: Time Out to Find Your Way In.” The retreat will take place 

September 20-23 at the Homestead and Glen Arbor B&B and be led by Sarah 

Hescheles. Cost is $400, including a $100 non-refundable deposit to confirm 

your registration. Please do not let finances keep you away; limited 

scholarships are available. Registration forms can be found at both campuses 

or online. Participation is limited to 25 women. With questions or to request a 

scholarship, please reach out to Sarah Hescheles at 231-675-9940 

or sarah@restoringwatersconsulting.com. We hope you will join the 2022 Desert Sisters journey!  
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The UMW Fall Rummage Sale is October 9-14. Our UMW Rummage Sale is over 

65 years old! Be one of the Rummage Sale volunteers needed to keep this sale 

running smoothly. Join the fun and keep the funds flowing to charities that depend 

on Rummage Sale proceeds. Help is particularly needed for these positions: 

cashiers, pricers, adders, baggers, door guards, and tear-down team. More details 

about the Rummage Sale are available on the church website. To volunteer 

October 9-14, please contact Jenny Williams at 248-330-9620 (call or text) or 

jennygriff@comcast.net, or call the church at 248-646-1200. Helping during Rummage Sale week is a great way to meet 

people and get connected at Birmingham First while helping others in need.  

“Use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace.” (1 Peter 4:10) 

UMW Fall Rummage Sale for Missions 

Join Our Staff! 
First Kids Preschool has job openings for a Lead Toddler Teacher for four mornings 

per week and an Assistant Teacher for three mornings per week. A full job description 

and application are available at the Welcome Desk and on the church website. Please 

respond to Megan Korzeniewski, Preschool Director, at 

mkorzeniewski@fumcbirmingham.org.    

Birmingham First seeks a part-time Welcome Desk Administrative Assistant, 

reporting to the Director of Administrative Services. Excellent hospitality skills are 

needed to interact with members, guests and staff. Candidate should demonstrate 

excellent written and verbal skills, along with the ability to learn new software and online 

programs. Experience in MS Office 365, Word and Excel, with knowledge of Publisher preferred. Hours are Monday 

and Tuesday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and one Sunday morning per month. Complete job description and application 

are available on our church website and at the Welcome Desk. Direct applications/resumes to Janet Smylie, Director 

of Administrative Services, at office@fumcbirmingham.org.  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/fumcbirmingham/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/15104843/22-Desert-Sisters-Registration-Form.pdf
mailto:sarah@restoringwatersconsulting.com
mailto:jennygriff@comcast.net
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:mkorzeniewski@fumcbirmingham.org
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/employment-opportunities-2/
mailto:office@fumcbirmingham.org


Connect With Us 

Worship in the Birmingham Sanctuary: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Worship in the Berkley: Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 

Watch the livestreams at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership, Caring and Connecting: 

Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

For pastoral emergencies only, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org 

 

 

 

 
1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Charles Boayue, Jr., Senior Pastor 
Zack Dunlap, Susie Hierholzer, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  
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