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Upon This Rock 

Sunday, August 7 
Worship with us at 9:30 a.m. (only) in the Sanctuary. This service is also livestreamed. Children begin in 

worship and are dismissed for Sunday School. Nursery care is available. 

To help welcome Dr. Boayue, please wear a nametag that you have at home that will identify you by name and give 

a piece of information about you. Nametags from work, organizations, schools, etc. would be appropriate and helpful. 

Not only will this help Dr. Boayue and his family, but personal nametags may also reveal something we don’t know 

about each other. Please wear nametags at Sunday services through September. If you don’t have your own or forget 

your nametag, they will be available before entering the service.  

Berkley Worship at 10:00 a.m. in the Berkley Campus sanctuary and via livestream. Children begin in worship and 

are dismissed for Sunday School. Nursery care is available. 

 From Jimmy, With Love: Chapter 5 – James 5:13-20 – Wrapping up our series on the book of James, Pastor 

Zack is bringing a word this Sunday on the power of prayer. Drawing from 

James 5:13-20, we’ll ask: When is the right time to pray? How should we pray? 

And what should we expect when we pray? Join us online or in-person at 

Berkley First!   

Sunday, August 7 is Communion Sunday! This will be my first communion at 

Birmingham First United Methodist Church as the new senior pastor. The ser-

mon before holy communion will focus on the theme, “Upon This Rock.”  

We will look closely at Isaiah 26: 1-6 and the Gospel according to Matthew 7: 

24-27. Come and join us to reflect on how we can establish a meaningful life 

based on the foundations we build. Some people think they will be successful if 

only they work hard. Indeed, hard work yields some results, but only when we 

build on a firm foundation can we be assured of a sustainable life and a blessed 

future.  

What does holy scripture say about all these things? Come. Let us reason and 

reflect together as we commune together. See you Sunday morning at 9:30!  

Rev. Dr. Charles S. G. Boayue, Jr. 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
file:///C:/Users/janet/Documents/ConnectWiseControl
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The Simple Way to Leave a Legacy 

Welcome Back CLC 

The Christian Life Center (CLC) is moving toward a re-opening this fall but cannot do 

so without adequate staffing at the CLC desk! We are seeking warm and inviting 

volunteers to welcome guests to the CLC. If we want to launch an exciting new 

chapter of the CLC, we need your help! Please submit your interest by clicking here to 

do so. Submitting interest does not mean you're signing up but rather interested in what this may look like and to 

seek more information. We are hosting two informational meetings on August 15 from 3pm-4pm, and August 16 from 

7:30pm-8:30pm in the lobby of the CLC. Come and hear more about an exciting opportunity to connect our church 

with the community! RSVP for one of these meetings, or if you cannot attend but are interested, submit your name 

to this form and note when you are available. Contact Rev. Sarah Alexander for more information 

salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 

Welcome New Member… Linda Cole joined our church family on July 24. Welcome! 

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the 

hospital on Monday, August 1: Gale Cunningham 

“And he took the little children into his arms and blessed them…” Congratulations are 

shared with the families of these children who were baptized on July 30: Bennett Xavier Borden 

and Rylan Jay Borden 

Happy Retirement Janet! 

Last week we had the opportunity to celebrate and honor Janet Smylie for her 25 years of excellent 

service. Janet's ministry was celebrated at a reception following worship as well as a breakfast with 

the staff. We thanked her for her dedication to our church with gifts, cards, and a monetary gift 

reflective of her years of service, and we sent her forth to enjoy retirement with many blessings. 

Thank you, Janet!  

Our Church Family 

….that First Nurses will provide blood pressure checks during the coffee hour on Sunday. 

….that Communion will be served during Sanctuary worship this Sunday. If you worship online, pre-packaged 

communion elements are always available to pick up at the Welcome Desk. 

Did You Know... 

A beneficiary designation is one of the simplest ways to make a planned gift to Birmingham First. Retirement plans, 

IRAs, life insurance, donor advised funds, and commercial annuities distribute assets based on beneficiary forms mak-

ing beneficiary designations an effective and easy way for you to leave a legacy.    With a simple form, you can update 

your beneficiary designations and specify the individuals and charities you want to support and specify the percentage 

of your assets you want each beneficiary to receive. 

For more information, please contact the Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Associate Pastor for Planned Giving, at slewis-

lakin@fumcbirmingham.org or 734-717-8947.    You can also visit our planned giving website, firstlegacy.org. 

https://forms.gle/jAGowK2i2pnJTLGa9
https://forms.gle/jAGowK2i2pnJTLGa9
mailto:salexander@fumcbirmingham.org
https://firstlegacy.org/?pageID=169
mailto:slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org
https://firstlegacy.org
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Missions Updates 
Methodists in Michigan provide a wonderful experience at Camp New Day for children who have a parent in 

prison. Our church provides transportation to and from the camp for kids in the Detroit area. We need volunteers to 

drive the church van or act as chaperones on Sunday, August 7 from 12:30-5:30 p.m. and/or on Friday, August 12 from 

8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. We may also need someone to drive their own SUV with the children’s luggage. The camp is at 

Wesley Woods near Battle Creek. If you can help on either of these days, please contact Rich Teets at 248-882-4696 

or richard.teets@gmail.com 

Explorer’s Bible Study: Authentic, Approved, and Not Ashamed 
Spread the word and invite a friend to join you at Women of the Word EBS this fall! This 

study of 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus explores three personal letters the apostle Paul wrote to 

mentor younger pastors as they taught and led churches in Ephesus and Crete. Paul provides 

guidance to establish thriving, healthy churches where every member contributes to spreading 

the gospel. Paul gives followers of Christ personal direction for life. And Paul encourages us 

to stay the course and be faithful. 

Please register for Women of the Word EBS directly at the EBS HQ Class registration links 

provided below: 

Morning Class: in person and via Zoom (hybrid) at the Birmingham First Campus 

https://ebshome.org/location/1131-birmingham-mi/ 

Evening Class: via Zoom only 

https://ebshome.org/location/2035-birmingham-mi-pm/ 

Nursery and C.O.W. (Children of the Word) for ages 3-5 years are available on Tuesday mornings at Birmingham 

First. Please email Jenny Williams at jennygriff@comcast.net if you are in need of childcare. Also contact Jenny with any 

questions you may have about the study.  

Curbside distribution of Workbook 1 will take place in the Birmingham First parking lot on Tuesday, August 9 from 

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Caregivers of Dementia Class...You are invited to join a group of fellow caregivers to discuss how to regain hope 

and build resilience when dealing with the complexities of ongoing loss associated with caring for someone with 

dementia. In the Finding Meaning and Hope series, you will learn skills that can help you stay strong, healthy, resilient, 

and positive as you navigate your caregiving journey with healing and hope. Running September 12 through November 

14, this 10 session series features videos and discussion based on the groundbreaking book, Loving Someone Who Has 

Dementia: How to Find Hope While Coping with Stress and Grief by Pauline Boss, PH.D., a leading expert on caregiver grief. 

This group will be led by Henny Marske and is entirely on Zoom. If there’s interest we can look to offering an in-

person group in the spring! Please contact Henny to register at hmarkse@hotmail.com 

Caregivers of Dementia Class 

Children and Family Ministries 
We are excited to welcome Beth Torrey as a CFM Coordinator!  Beth brings many gifts to our ministry including her 

love for God, creativity, stage performance and directing, event planning, and teaching experiences.  If we can support 

your child(ren) or family in any way, please reach out: Beth at btorrey@fumcbirmingham.org and Kim at kbow-

yer@fumcbirmingham.org.  

mailto:richard.teets@gmail.com
https://ebshome.org/location/1131-birmingham-mi/
https://ebshome.org/location/2035-birmingham-mi-pm/
mailto:jennygriff@comcast.net
mailto:hmarkse@hotmail.com
mailto:btorrey@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org.
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org.


Connect With Us 

Worship in the Birmingham Sanctuary: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Worship in the Berkley: Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 

Watch the livestreams at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership, Caring and Connecting: 

Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

For pastoral emergencies only, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org 
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1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Charles Boayue, Jr., Senior Pastor, Susie Hierholzer, Executive Pastor 
Zack Dunlap, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray
mailto:salexander@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org

