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A Magnificent Obsession 

Sunday, August 14 

Worship with us at 9:30 a.m. (only) in the Sanctuary. This service is also livestreamed. Children begin in 

worship and are dismissed for Sunday School. Nursery care is available. 

To help welcome Dr. Boayue, please wear a nametag that you have at home that will identify you by name and give 

a piece of information about you. Nametags from work, organizations, schools, etc. would be appropriate and helpful. 

Not only will this help Dr. Boayue and his family, but personal nametags may also reveal something we don’t know 

about each other. Please wear nametags at Sunday services through September. If you don’t have your own or forget 

your nametag, they will be available before entering the service.  

Berkley Worship at 10:00 a.m. in the Berkley Campus sanctuary and 

via livestream.  

 Come and See: He Brought Him to Jesus – John 1:35-42 –

 Over the next three weeks at Berkley First, we are exploring the power of 

personal evangelism. I know, I know. The E-word can seem scary and intimidating 

on the one hand, or judgmental and oppressive on the other. But is that really 

what evangelism is meant to be? Come and see the impact Jesus had on Andrew; 

consider what impact Jesus may have on you.   

This Sunday, August 14, the sermon, “A Magnificent Obsession” (taken from Ne-

hemiah 6: 1-9) examines the implications and impact of Nehemiah’s work to re-

build the walls of the fallen City of Jerusalem following the Babylonian Captivity. 

Efforts by Judah’s enemies to lure the prophet away from his work into a fatal am-

bush unfolds as Nehemiah repeated rejects invitations to meet his enemies outside 

the city. If Nehemiah succeeds, Jerusalem will be rebuilt, and the Hebrew nation 

restored. If he fails, the captivity will be extended. Much is at stake in this historical 

drama. And its lessons are applicable to our lives today in some interesting ways. 

What is the main project of your life? How are you pursuing that project? What 

are the obstacles in your way? How are you dealing with those obstacles? Please 

join us for worship as we reflect on these questions and hear how the Prophet 

Nehemiah deals with his challenges. There may be something in this Scripture for 

you today. See you Sunday morning at 9:30!  

Rev. Dr. Charles S. G. Boayue, Jr.  

 

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
file:///C:/Users/janet/Documents/ConnectWiseControl
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Welcome Back CLC 
The Christian Life Center (CLC) is moving toward a re-opening this fall but cannot do so without adequate staffing at 

the CLC desk! We are seeking warm and inviting volunteers to welcome guests to the 

CLC. If we want to launch an exciting new chapter of the CLC, we need your help! 

Please submit your interest by clicking here to do so. Submitting interest does not 

mean you're signing up but rather interested in what this may look like and to seek 

more information. We are hosting two informational meetings on August 15 from 3pm

-4pm, and August 16 from 7:30pm-8:30pm in the lobby of the CLC. Come and hear 

more about an exciting opportunity to connect our church with the community! RSVP 

for one of these meetings, or if you cannot attend but are interested, submit your name to this form and note when 

you are available. Contact Rev. Sarah Alexander for more information salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 

Intercepted Note of Thanks…Words cannot adequately express my thanks for all the cards, notes, emails, kind 

words, hugs, and gifts upon my retirement from Birmingham First. The standing ovation during worship and the 

celebration reception following were so moving and touched my heart deeply. Thank you especially to Dr. Boayue, 

Casey Proch, Chuck Truza, Carol Rillema, and Mary Jane Russell for making the day so special. I was honored to serve 

you, this wonderful congregation, for so many years. You will always be my church family, and I am inspired to see 

what God has in store for Birmingham and Berkley First! With deepest thanks, Janet Smylie  

Become a volunteer...We need your hands and caring hearts to make God's love real at Birmingham First.  Check 

out our tables in Fellowship Hall following worship to see how you can serve our 

church community in hospitality, Children & Family Ministries, Christian Life Center, 

and Student Ministries.  We need helping hands to volunteer!  Follow up with various 

ministries department managers to further discuss how you can volunteer.  

Our Church Family 

….that the Home Produce Table runs on Sunday mornings through late August. Please bring items from your 

garden that can be sold or purchase the items that are brought. All proceeds go to support Hunger Ministry.  

….that Merry Mates is hosting a brunch in Fellowship Hall on Sunday August 28, at 11 a.m.. We will welcome our 

new senior pastor, Rev. Dr. Charles Boayue, and listen to his vision for our church, enjoy food and fellowship and 

discern where we want to go in maintaining our long history of gathering for support and service in our church. 

Reservations are necessary by Sunday , August 21. The cost is $10.00 per person, payable at the event. The event is 

open to all. Pease call Sharon and Bob Pierce at 248-364-4438 

….that our summer intern, Lucy Burch, had the opportunity to meet pastor emeritus, Bill 

Ritter and his wife, Kris at a July gathering hosted by Randy and Lindsay Hinz. Bill initiated 

the Duke intern program at Birmingham First and, upon retiring from our church, spent 

many years as a professor at the Duke Divinity School 

….that Discover First, our new member class will be held Wednesday, August 24, 

beginning at 7:00 at the Berkley First Campus. Contact Mary Feldmaier at 

mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Did You Know... 

https://forms.gle/jAGowK2i2pnJTLGa9
https://forms.gle/jAGowK2i2pnJTLGa9
mailto:salexander@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
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 Legacy Giving with IRA, RMD and QCD 

Missions Updates 
UMW Fall Rummage Sale Opens to Public October 12-14 

Rummage Sale is Mission! It is well known that United Methodist Women donate Rummage Sale proceeds to help 

others. But did you know about the mission work that occurs during the sale? 

 Volunteers: members and their friends experience fellowship and outreach by working together. 

 Youth may earn Community Service credit or money toward an upcoming church youth mission trip. 

  Hundreds of people are welcomed to Birmingham First as they shop. 

The UMW Rummage Sale is about so much more than the funds generated. This church-wide effort is all about mission 

on many levels. Get involved! Details about UMW Rummage Sale available on church website. 

To volunteer October 9-14, please contact Jenny Williams at 248-330-9620 (call or text) or jennygriff@comcast.net or 

call the church at 248-646-1200. Helping during Rummage Sale week is a great way to meet people and get connected 

at First Church while helping others in need. 

Caregivers of Dementia Class...You are invited to join a group of fellow caregivers to discuss how to regain hope 

and build resilience when dealing with the complexities of ongoing loss associated with caring for someone with 

dementia. In the Finding Meaning and Hope series, you will learn skills that can help you stay strong, healthy, resilient, 

and positive as you navigate your caregiving journey with healing and hope. Running September 12 through November 

14, this 10 session series features videos and discussion based on the groundbreaking book, Loving Someone Who Has 

Dementia: How to Find Hope While Coping with Stress and Grief by Pauline Boss, PH.D., a leading expert on caregiver grief. 

This group will be led by Henny Marske and is entirely on Zoom. If there’s interest we can look to offering an in-

person group in the spring! Please contact Henny to register at hmarske48@gmail.com 

Caregivers of Dementia Class 

If you are older than age 72 and have an Individual Retirement Account (IRA), the law mandating Required Minimum 

Distribution (RMD) is again in effect for 2022. The good news is that using your RMD as a Qualified Charitable Distri-

bution (QCD) to Birmingham First can help reduce your tax bill while supporting life changing mission and ministry. 

While you must withdraw a certain amount of money from your IRA each year, a QCD 

provides a way to avoid paying income taxes on the withdrawal. The law allows up to 

$100,000 per person to be distributed from an IRA directly to a qualified charity each 

year. For more information, contact the Rev. Shawn Lewis-Lakin, Associate Pastor for 

Planned Giving, at slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org or 734-717-8947. You can also visit 

our planned giving website, firstlegacy.org. 

College Care Packages 
We need college addresses: As you and /or your student is getting ready to pack up for college, remember to 
send kporter@fumcbirmingham.org,the address where a college care package can be sent. No addresses from last 
year will be assumed to be the same. The due date for these is Sunday, September 4. If you want to be a part of this 
ministry, contact sue.smith@beachcom.net.We do three mailings per school year and the more volunteers we have 
the fuller the packages! 

mailto:jennygriff@comcast.net
mailto:hmarske48@gmail.com.
mailto:slewis-lakin@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:kporter@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:sue.smith@beachcom.net


Connect With Us 

Worship in the Birmingham Sanctuary: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Worship in the Berkley: Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 

Watch the livestreams at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Suzanne Walls at pastorsuew@yahoo.com  

For pastoral emergencies only, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray 
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1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Charles Boayue, Jr., Senior Pastor, Susie Hierholzer, Executive Pastor 
Zack Dunlap, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:salexander@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray

