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Confronting Hypocrisy 

Worship with us at 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. The 9:30 a.m. service is also livestreamed.  This is 

4th Sunday Family Worship & Fun Day for all children and youth.  At 9:30 a.m. all families begin worship 

together.  Following the Children's Moment, children and youth can continue to worship or join staff in the CLC for 

Big Fun.  Traditional Sunday School will be offered again on the 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sundays of the month.  Nursery care is 

available at both services every Sunday.    

  “Confronting Hypocrisy” (Mathew 23: 1-12)                                                                                  

  Rev. Dr. Charles S. G. Boayue, Jr. 

The Altar Flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and placed in loving memory of Rebecca Young by Merrill 

Haviland. 

Berkley Worship at 10:00 a.m. in the Berkley Campus sanctuary and via livestream. Sunday School and nursery 

care are available. 

  “Be the Bridge: To Confession and Forgiveness “ ( 1 John 1:5-10 )  

  Rev. Zack Dunlap 

 Continuing in our Be the Bridge series on pursuing God’s heart for racial 

reconciliation, this Sunday’s message will include an interview via Zoom with F. Willis 

Johnson, a United Methodist pastor who led a church plant in Ferguson, Missouri 

during the time Michael Brown was shot and killed. Don’t miss this week as we take 

steps to do the work of being one, caring for one another as Christ has called us to 

do.  

Sunday, September 25  

On Sunday, September 25, 2022, we will observe Choir Dedication in worship. We have 

amazing music ministry. Come and relax with the songs of God under the direction of our 

outstanding chancel choir and its leaders. The sermon, “Confronting Hypocrisy,” examines 

hypocrisy from the perspective of Jesus Christ as revealed in the Gospel according to Mat-

thew. We will consider the words and actions of the leaders of the synagogue and explore 

why Christian disciples should avoid doing what hypocrites do. From this narrative we inher-

ited the modern adage, “Do what I say, and not what I do.” How can you avoid following the 

examples of hypocrites while respecting their authority? We live in a world of hypocrisy, pre-

tense, and dishonesty. We have people who prefer to do unto others what they do not wish 

others to do unto them. We know people who have double standards: saying one thing and doing something else. 

Christian leadership and Christian witness have a responsibility to match our words with our actions. In that sense, 

Christians must live out the truth of the Gospel by practicing what we preach and acting on our faith. Although there 

are consequences for faithful action in this broken world, faithfulness is what God requires of us. Come, let us reason 

together how to live faithfully today. I look forward to seeing you at 9:30 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. this Sunday.   

Rev. Dr. Charles S. G. Boayue, Jr.  

http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
file:///C:/Users/janet/Documents/ConnectWiseControl
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Our Prayers of Joy and Congratulations are shared with Tim and Elise Cutler on the birth of their daughter, Sofia 

Florence Cutler, on September 3, 2022. Proud Grandparents are Rob and Jan Fazio.  

Our Christian Caring and Concern are shared with the following person, known to be in the hospital on Monday, 

September 19: Tim Stoner 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Linda and Ralph Richards on the death of her father, 

Lowell L. Yager, on September 18, 2022. 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Kyle Otterbein and family on the death of his wife, Joanne 

Otterbein, on September 3, 2022. 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with the family and friends of Bruce Brown, who died on 

September 13, 2022. 

Our Prayers of Sympathy and Support are shared with Merrick Blumenthal and family, Janet Stephens, Don 

MacDonald, and David MacDonald on the death of Merrick's wife, Elizabeth Macdonald-Blumenthal.  A service for 

Elizabeth will be held in the Sanctuary of Birmingham First on Friday, October 23, at Noon.  

Our Church Family 

….that the Home Produce Table will run this Sunday morning. Please bring items from your garden that can be sold 

or purchase the items that are brought. All proceeds go to support Hunger Ministry.   

….that you can contribute to First United Methodist Church by credit card or from your checking or savings account 

through our website: www.fumcbirmingham.org.  

….that in order to keep our records up to date, we need to hear from you! We cannot change addresses, phone 

numbers, names or e-mails without your help. If you have adult children with an address other than yours, we need to 

know that, too. Please help us keep current by sharing new information! Contact Karen Porter at 248-646-6407 ext. 

3126 or kporter@fumcbirmingham.org. 

….Greeters are needed for worship services. Church hospitality isn’t just the right thing to do – it’s essential. You 

can help make worship a powerful, welcoming experience for others! We have many opportunities for people to serve 

as greeters. Pick some days to create a regular schedule greeting on the first Sunday of every month or on the weeks 

that you are available. And if you know someone who might like to share some time volunteering with you, send them 

this information and invite them! Volunteering is a great way to get to know people in your church family! Greeters are 

needed for the 9:30 a.m. and 11:00  a.m. worship services. Contact Mary Feldmaier, Director of Membership and 

Connecting Ministries, mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

….that when the church office is closed and you have an emergency that requires a minister, you can call the church 

office to get the pastor-on-call phone number (248-408-0038) from our automated recording. We encourage you to 

use this number when there is a hospitalization, a death in the family, or other times when you need urgent pastoral 

care during the weekend or evening hours. 

….….that our First Nurses sponsor a Lions Club box for eyeglass and hearing aid donations. Your unneeded 

equipment will help people in developing countries. The box is located outside the Sanctuary, across from the 

Welcome Center. 

 

Did You Know... 

 Blood Drive  

mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
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Children and Family Ministries and Student Ministries 

Join us for a Family Fun meetup at Yates Cider Mill on September 24th from 10 

a.m. until noon. The first round of donuts and cider will be provided. Yum!  We'll 

take a walk along the river and hang out together. Questions? Contact Kim Bowyer 

at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org.  

Shine Jesus' light on Sunday mornings to hold babies, play with toddlers, and 

lead students in Sunday School. Children & Family Ministries (CFM) and Student 

Ministries (SM) would appreciate your help for one hour a month at either the 9:30 and/or11:00 am worship ser-

vices.  Learn more by contacting CFM director Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org and/or SM Coordinator 

Amy Holton at aholton@fumcbirmingham.org 

Everyone Leaves a Legacy  

The choices we make now have an impact well beyond our imagining. The ques-

tion is not whether we will leave a legacy. Rather the question is what we would 

hope to leave as our legacy. 

Wealth is not a prerequisite for making a legacy gift to Birmingham First. Any-

one with a will, estate plan, bank account, retirement account or life insurance, 

regardless of the amount of assets, can make a legacy gift to Birmingham First. 

Such gifts pass on to future generations the faith heritage we have received from 

those who have gone before us. 

To discuss your legacy and what you might like it to be, contact the Rev. Shawn 

Lewis-Lakin, Associate Pastor for Planned Giving, at slewis-

lakin@fumcbirmingham.org or 734-717-8947. You can also visit our planned 

giving website, firstlegacy.org. 

 Discover First 

Join Dr. Boayue, clergy and staff for Discover First, a one ses-

sion class that will provide you with the knowledge, re-

sources and relationships needed to take your next steps at 

Birmingham First and Berkley First. The session will be re-

laxed and informative as you learn more about The United 

Methodist Church and Birmingham First and Berkley First. 

The session ends with an opportunity to officially become a 

member of Birmingham First and Berkley First. We will meet 

at the Birmingham Campus, Sunday, October 2 beginning at 

2:00 p.m., and at the Berkley Campus on Wednesday, Octo-

ber 16 at 2:00 p.m. You may attend either location. We 

would love to be your church family! There is a place for you 

at Birmingham First and Berkley First! Contact Mary Feldmaier, Director of Membership and Connecting Ministries, at 

mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org.  

mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:aholton@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
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Sunday Social 

The United Methodist Church, Greater Detroit District has announced the 2022 

Hands With Detroit (HWD) Program. Visit the HWD website at http://

handswithdetroit.org. The focus of this year’s HWD is Cass Community Social 

Services (CCSS) and Birmingham and Berkley First have signed up to participate in 

a Saturday, October 1, 2022, workday at CCSS. Specifically, our two congregations 

will be performing grounds maintenance tasks throughout the CCSS campus. Our 

workday will begin at 9:00 a.m. and finish up at noon. If you are interested in par-

ticipating in the CCSS workday, please contact Frank Driscoll at frank.driscoll@midienterprieses.com or by phone at 

248.666.5021 so we can let CCSS know how many volunteers to expect. Children ages 10 and up are welcome. Car-

pooling to CCSS will be offered from the church for those interested. Volunteers are asked, if possible, to bring lawn 

equipment (mowers; edgers; weed whips), as well as garbage bags and gloves. 

In addition to participating in the October 1st workday, our congregational members are asked to make a total of 100 

hygiene kits to be delivered to CCSS on October 1st. Each kit should fit in a gallon size zip lock bag and consist of: 

hand towel; soap; toothbrush; toothpaste; comb; razor; shampoo; hand sanitizers; baby wipes; deodorant; tissue (ALL 

TRAVEL SIZE). 

Church & Society Ministry will set up hygiene kit drop boxes in the lobby of the CLC from 9:00 a.m. to noon on Sun-

day, September 18 and on Sunday, September 25. If you have any questions about the CCSS hygiene kits, please contact 

Carol Driscoll at fcdriscoll@yahoo.com or call at 248.666.5021. 

Sunday Social - Sunday, September 25, 2022.We will meet in Thomas Parlor from 12:15 pm - 1:30 pm for a hot lunch 

and fellowship with other seniors. Cost of the lunch will be $15.00. To ensure your place at the table, please make 

your reservation by Thursday, September 22st with Mary Feldmaier, 248-646-6407 x 3142 or mfeld-

maier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Upcoming Sunday Socials will be held on: 

October 23, 2022 12:15p.m. - 1:45 p.m. 

January 22, 2023 12:15 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. 

February 26, 2023 12:15 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. 

 The Christian Life Center  
The CLC track and Pleasant Street Café are open! 

Regular hours will be from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Click 

here to register as a walker. This will help expedite the check-in process when 

you return! Invite your friends and neighbors! The reception desk will be staffed 

by volunteer hosts who will welcome you and help our guests check in to a new 

electronic system connected to our membership database. Volunteer as a re-

ceptionist/host - Join an amazing team of 14 volunteers! Additional volunteers 

are needed to open on Saturdays and afternoons. 

Questions, Contact Rev. Sarah Alexander at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org. 

mailto:%20mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:%20mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=51824&profileId=4601
https://members.fumcbirmingham.org/default.aspx?page=3352&occurrenceId=51824&profileId=4601
mailto:salexander@fumcbirmingham.org
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Day  Time  Name  Leader  

Sundays  11:00 am  Faith Builders  Karen Carter  

Tuesdays  6:30 am – 7:30 am  Men’s Group  Ron Reynolds  

  9:30 am – 10:30 am  Women’s Study  Susie Hierholzer  

  1:00 pm  Women @ One    

  10:00 am – 11:30 am  W.O.W.  Jenny Williams  

  7:30 pm – 9:00 pm  W.O.W. online  Jenny Williams  

1st Tues/3rd Wed  7:30 pm  Podcast Study  Sarah Alexander  

Wednesdays  6:30 am – 7:30 am  Arbon Dennis  Charles Boayue  

  8:00 am – 9:30 am  Word for Working 

Women  

Ruth Theobold  

  8:00 pm – 9:30 pm  Men’s Bible Study  Dale Glick  

  10:00 am – 11:30 am  Mom’s Group  Kim Bowyer Beth Torrey 

1st & 3rd   11:00 am -12:30 pm  Aware  D’Ann Rohrbach  

 2nd 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm  Christian Classic Book 

Club  

Beverly Hannett- Price  

  7:30 pm  Young Women’s Bible 

Study  

Sarah Alexander  

Thursdays  1:00 pm – 2:30 pm  Mom’s Group  Melissa Behrens  

  7:30 pm   Unfinished Christian 

Women  

Dawn Beagan  

 Fall Journey Group  

 

Join a Journey Group this fall– make connections and grow in 

faith. Find a list of journey groups below or visit our website 

for more details. If you have questions about Journey 

Groups, contact Rev. Susie Hierholzer at  

shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org or call the office at  

248-646-1200. 

 

A reminder that if you are at the church on weekday mornings between 8:45 

am and 9:30 am, please do not park in the first row of spaces near the main 

entrance. This is the area where our preschoolers are dropped off and we 

would like to keep it open for a smooth flow of traffic. 

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/journey-groups/
mailto:shierholzer@fumcbirmingham.org.


Connect With Us 

Worship in the Birmingham Sanctuary: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 

Worship in the Berkley: Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 

Watch the livestreams at www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream 

Watch archived worship services www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives 

Give: 

Mail your donation to the church or give online at www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving  

Membership and Connecting: 

Contact Mary Feldmaier at mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries: 

Contact Deacon Sarah at salexander@fumcbirmingham.org 

Children and Family Ministries: 

Contact Kim Bowyer at kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org 

Caring Ministries: 

Contact Pastor Suzanne Walls at pastorsuew@yahoo.com  

For pastoral emergencies only, call the Pastor on Call cell phone at 248-408-0038 

Submit prayer requests at www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray 
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1589 W. Maple Road  •  Birmingham, MI 48009 

248-646-1200  •  www.fumcbirmingham.org 

Charles Boayue, Jr., Senior Pastor, Susie Hierholzer, Pastor of Administration 
Zack Dunlap, Shawn Lewis-Lakin and Suzanne Walls, Associate Pastors 

Sarah Alexander, Deacon 

John E. Harnish and William A. Ritter, Pastors Emeriti 

Our Purpose:  

To gather, nurture and equip disciples of Jesus Christ for ministry and mission in the world. 

Our Core Values: 

Welcome All, Put Love Into Action, Honor God Through Excellence,  

Embrace Bold Vision, Encourage Lifelong Spiritual Growth, Support One Another 

Our Welcoming Statement: 

Embracing the example of Jesus, we welcome you here with hearts that know no boundaries  

of age, race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, ability, or economic circumstance.  

https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/watch-livestream/
https://www.fumcbirmingham.org/resources/sermon-archives/
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/giving
mailto:mfeldmaier@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:salexander@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:kbowyer@fumcbirmingham.org
mailto:pastorsuew@yahoo.com
http://www.fumcbirmingham.org/pray

